
Newsletter 15th July 2022 
Part of the Meridian family of Academies 

Welcome to this Week’s Edition of the Newsletter 

Year 2 Van Gogh Class: Rotations and Directions 

In maths, Year 2 have been learning about rotations and directions. They started the week by learning about 

rotations. In the classroom, the children used different start points and then practised making quarter, half, 

three-quarter and full turns. Van Gogh class learnt the difference between clockwise and anti-clockwise and 

directed their talk partners to make different turns to see which direction they would end up facing. Later in 

the week, Year 2 talked about making routes from A to B and after identifying the different direction              

vocabulary, they practised instructing their classmates to travel from a starting position to and an end point.  

 
 

 

Year 3 Hockney Class: School Trip to Welney Wetland Centre 

 

Last week, Year 3 went on a trip to Welney Wetland Centre (WWT). The children had previously had one of the 

WWT team visit them in school to teach them about ‘The Godwit Project’ currently taking place at Welney. The 

event enthused the children about their imminent trip. When Hockney arrived at Welney, the children enjoyed 

bird watching and identifying the different birds, although unfortunately they were not lucky enough to spot 

any Godwits. The children learnt about how Welney is used to protect the Fens from flooding. Afterwards, Year 

3 enjoyed some pond dipping and bug hunting, with some very large spiders making an appearance too!            

A  super day thoroughly enjoyed by all. 
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Year 5 Da Vinci Class: Our Part in a Sustainable World Class Assembly 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

It was an absolute pleasure for the Year 5 children to present their learning from this term’s topic - Our Part in 

a Sustainable World - to their parents and carers through their class assembly on Wednesday. Thank you to 

everyone who came to hear about the wonderful things the class has learned and achieved.  

The children sang their own version of ‘I’m a Believer’ by the Monkees and had changed the lyrics to show their 

understanding of ecological issues in the world. Three children gave impassioned speeches in the style of Sir 

David Attenborough and Greta Thunberg, and spoke clearly, slowly and knowledgably about what needs to 

change in the world. There was also a sense of optimism - the class had learned that there are positive steps 

that they can make that will make a big difference to the climate and its future. Another highlight was when 

two children came together to sing and play the ukulele, impressing us with both their skill and confidence,   

especially as this was their first performance in front of a live audience for a long time due to the previous 2 

years of Covid-19 restrictions. We are all very proud of your learning and your delivery, Year 5, well done. 

DFPA’s Supported ‘Race for Life’ 

 

On Wednesday, 13th July, all children at DFPA walked/ran/jogged to help raise awareness for Cancer Research. 

The timing of the event was changed to the morning, as the coolest part of the day weather-wise. It was super 

to see the children and staff wearing something pink to show their support of Race for Life. 

Please donate on the ‘Just Giving’ page. No matter how big or small, all donations will be kindly received and 

very much appreciated - all donations will make a difference. All children who participated received a medal 

which was a great memento of the day and their achievement. Well done to all. 

If you would like, please donate by visiting this page: 

Downham Feoffees Primary Academy (cancerresearchuk.org)

https://fundraise.cancerresearchuk.org/page/downham-feoffees-primary-academy-1?urn=701250112&utm_medium=email&utm_source=mcmp&utm_campaign=N22LSNLE71&utm_content=N22LSNLE7101&utm_team=Race%20for%20Life%20Schools_Loyalty_21-22_Email_Good%20Luck
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DFPA’s School Uniform 
 

 

At Downham Feoffees Primary Academy, the wearing of a uniform is important. It is part of our academy I  

identity and pupils take pride in wearing it. It makes the task of choosing clothes much simpler and avoids the 

need to monitor fashionable trends that may distract children from their purpose in working. Our uniform 

looks smart and gives the children a clear identity to our academy.   

 

Our school uniform consists of: 

EYFS (Reception) and Key Stage 1 (Year 1 and Year 2) 

• Dark grey trousers, dark grey knee length skirt or dark grey pinafore dress 

• Navy blue jumper with light blue stripe and DFPA logo 

• Light blue polo (Light blue DFPA logo polo available) 

• Dark grey socks. Dark grey tights may be worn with a grey skirt during the winter 
 

Sensible plain black shoes – high heels, backless sandals and trainers are inappropriate for school wear. 

 

 

Key Stage 2 (Year 3, Year 4, Year 5 and Year 6) 
• Dark grey trousers, dark grey knee length skirt or dark grey pinafore dress 

• Navy blue jumper with light blue stripe with DFPA logo 

• White shirt with pointed collar 

• Dark grey socks. Dark grey tights may be worn with a grey skirt during the winter 

• Tie (with the house colour stripes for the child’s DFPA House) 

• Sensible plain black shoes – high heels, backless sandals and trainers are inappropriate for school wear 
 
 

Summer uniform 
In addition, during the summer the following items may be worn: 

• Blue and white checked gingham dress, plus white socks 

• Dark grey school shorts 

• Closed toe sandals (black) 
 

During the winter months a suitable warm coat is required. During the warmer months of the year, a       

waterproof coat or jacket should be brought in. 

 

 

Our uniform for P.E. and Games activities is as follows: 
• Navy blue shorts 

• Navy blue jogging bottoms 

• Navy blue t-shirt with DFPA logo 

• Navy blue hoodie with DFPA logo 

• Trainers for outdoor P.E. or Games 
Socks must be worn with trainers. 
The children attend school in their DFPA P.E kit on their class P.E Day.  A change of shoes may be brought in 
for particularly wet days. 
 
For swimming lessons: a one-piece swimsuit, swimming shorts, a rash vest/rash guard. Swimming shorts 
need to be above the knee. No bikinis.  
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DFPA Uniform— Continued: 

Health and Safety 

In the interests of health and safety all children with hair longer than shoulder length must tie it back.  Hair 

accessories must be school colours and discrete in size.  No extremes of hair style, for example, tramlines or 

dyed hair. 

 

Make-up, including nail varnish, should not be worn for school. 

 

Pupils are expected to exercise considerable care in looking after their own things. All clothing and              

belongings MUST be clearly marked with the child’s name. Valuable items should not be brought to school. 

 

We make every effort to re-unite lost property to its owner.  There is a box for lost property in the Medical 

Room which parents are welcome to search.  Items of property that cannot be identified will be donated to 

the school second-hand uniform shop. 

 

Jewellery should not be worn with the exception of stud (sleeper) earrings for pierced ears only (none for PE 

days). A plain, inexpensive wristwatch (no Fitbits) may also be worn. The academy cannot take responsibility 

for jewellery or valuables although we will make every effort to safeguard such items. 

 

Each child should have their own water bottle (labelled with their name and class), with water only inside the 

water bottle 

 

Uniform suppliers 

In order to provide quality and value for money we have the following supplier: 

Price and Buckland 

All logoed uniform items can be purchased via the following link: 

https://www.pbuniform-online.co.uk/downham 

 

Items which do not include the academy logo (trousers, skirts, pinafores, shoes, collared shirts, PE shorts and 

jogging bottoms) can also be purchased from these suppliers or from many high street stores and supermarkets. 

 

Second-hand Uniform 
 
The academy will support families of current and prospective pupils with the cost of uniform through a second 

hand uniform stall, organised at FODA events at the end of each term. If parents/carers wish to donate grown 

out of uniform, they can do so by handing it in at the school office during term time. Any unnamed and  

unclaimed uniform, across the academy, at the end of each half term, will be donated to each of FODA’s end of 

term second-hand uniform stalls. Information about each second-hand uniform stall event will be published in 

DFPA newsletters, plus emails sent to parents/carers ahead of each event. 

https://www.pbuniform-online.co.uk/downham
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Year 2 Van Gogh Class: Enthusiastic Poets 
 

 

 

In English, Year 2 have learnt the poem ‘In the Ning, Nang, Nong’. The children started by learning the words 

and performing the poem to the class with their own actions. Afterwards, they decided to create their own    

version of the poem with as many nonsense words that they could think of. The class have now been writing up 

their poems in neat and adding illustrations to their work.  

 
 

 
 

Year 4 Monet Class:  

3D Shapes and Mythical Creatures 
 

 

This week, Monet class has been furthering their un-

derstanding of 3D shapes. After discussing how many 

faces, edges and      vertices each 3D shape has with 

their partner the children made a 3D shape of their 

choice out of art straws. The children successfully 

made cubes, cuboids, and even some triangular prisms.  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

During their English lessons this week, Year 4 have also 

been creating their own mythical creatures which live 

in water. They planned and thought about where their 

mythical creature would live and about if anyone could   

possibly claim to have seen it, such as with the Loch 

Ness Monster. Monet class look forward to continuing 

to write their myths next week.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 2 Child: Gold PLACE Award 

A huge congratulations to 

one of our Year 2 children 

this week who has achieved 

their Gold PLACE award. She 

achieved the award by com-

pleting activities such as tak-

ing care of her pet hamster, 

creating a water clock and 

making her own healthy duck 

food. Amazing work – well 

done! 
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STOP PRESS — Please Help DFPA to Win 

 

Please help all at DFPA to win the amazing amount of £1,000 of National 

Book Tokens, plus membership to the School Library Association, by nomi-

nating us by following the link  below.  

 

 

 
If DFPA is one of the five winning entries, you will also win a £100 National 

Book Token for yourself.  
 

Winners will be drawn at random after Friday, 19th July 2022, and announced 

in September 2022. 
 

The money will be utilised to purchase more books for our library, and       

further encourage reading for pleasure for  generations to come. 

Safeguarding, Safety and Welfare 
Sun Safety 
 

 

 

We are happy to welcome the warmer, sunnier weather and look forward to the rest of the summer term.   
 

• The children may wear their DFPA P.E kit next week, whilst the extreme heat is with us, plus P.E will take 
place during the mornings, so the cooler part of the day, or if still too hot, inside. 

• Please ensure your child has sun cream applied before they come to school each morning.  If you would like 
your child to apply more sun cream during the school day, they will need to be able to apply it themselves, 
under supervision.   Sun cream bottles/tubes should be labelled with your child’s name and class, then 
stored in a suitable compartment in their school bag in order to minimise spillages.  Children should not 
share their sun cream with anyone else. 

• Please send your child to school with a sun hat each day.    
• Children may wear sunglasses to and from school, however, they will not be permitted to wear sunglasses 

during the school day. 
• All shoes and sandals should be a flat and closed toe style, they should not have sling backs. 
• All children should have a water bottle (labelled with their name and class) in school daily.  Children can   

access these during class and breaks/lunch times.  

 

 

 

 

 

At DFPA, we are fortunate to have some many wonderful, large trees which provide ample shade during breaks 
and lunch times. The children are encouraged to make good use of all shaded areas. In addition to this, if        
temperatures soar, we shall open classrooms up to ensure ample shade during break/lunch times. 
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DFPA Principal’s Weekly Award 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As part of our whole school ethos, we have core values of mutual regard and respect, common aims and look for 

reasonable consistency. We use a relaxed yet vigilant approach where the Positive Behaviour Policy is  followed, 

responsibilities are clear and the rights of all are recognised and respected. DFPA’s Approach and Code of      

Conduct (Positive Growth Mindset/Positive Behaviours/DFPA Character Strengths) is for the whole school     

community to follow. 
 

Character strengths (Learning Behaviours) are planned for, taught, modelled and widely promoted/recognised   

within the academy. House points may be awarded to children demonstrating character strengths. House points 

(merits) are logged on Pupil Asset. KS1 classes also use Class Dojo. 
 
 

 

 

DFPA’s Character Strengths are: 

Respect, Honesty, Perseverance, Resilience, Caring, Responsibility, Kindness and Integrity. 

 
 

 

 

 

DFPA’s Character Strengths are underpinned by the development of a ‘Positive Growth Mindset’ – ensuring that   

children believe they can be successful and deal with challenge and difficulty positively. 
 

Each week, Miss Jaques takes special note of the children who have displayed DFPA’s high standards and        

expectations. During the 11th week of the summer term 2022, the children listed above displayed positive 

growth mindsets and were respectful to others. They displayed positive DFPA character strengths throughout 

the week. Congratulations to all. 

 

Miss Jaques looks forward to awarding more laminated Principal’s Awards during the coming weeks.  
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FODA End of Term/Year Disco: 21st July 

Our FODA DFPA End of Term/Academic Year Disco 

will take place on Thursday, 21st July. 

 

The timings are as follows: 

-     EYFS/Y1/Y2/Y3: 3.15 pm to 4.00pm 

-   Y4/Y5/Y6: 4.15pm to 5.00pm (The children will      

depart school as usual, at 3:15pm — please return 

at 4:10pm.) 
 

Children may attend DFPA, on this day, in their     

party/disco clothes - no hair dye, thank you. 
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DFPA’s Weekly Awards 

 

DFPA   Celebration   Gatherings  are  held  each  Friday  

afternoon. All children are able to access the celebrations. 

The  students   and   staff  look  forward  to  celebrating  

successes, progress and achievements, weekly. 

Reading: Meri, Ayva, Chloe, Lewis, Evie, William, Shea 

Maths: Dominic, Isabelle, Will, Isaac, Olly, Whitney, Jake 

Writing: Lilly, Phoebe, Lucy, James D, Scarlett, Heidi Sc, Josh 

Handwriting: Jack, Arlo, Tessa, Beau M, Paige, Lois,             

Sienna-Mai 

Science/Topic:  Evie, Eddie, Lewis, James H, Eve, Esme, Oscar 

Character Strength: Perseverance: Meri, Amraya, Charlie, 

Johnathan-Lee, Karabella, Tate, Willow. 

Midday Supervisor Award: Karabella and William P (Yr 4), 

Herbert and Willow (Yr 6) 

Together we shall continue to work together, aim high  

and achieve more.  
 

Well done to all.   

Diary Dates 

JULY 2022 
Thursday 7th July 
Year 3 Trip to Welney Wetland Centre. 
 
Monday, 4th July — Thursday, 7th July 
Bikeability for Year 5 and Year 6 students. 
 

Friday 15th July 
FODA pre-loved uniform and ice lolly sale. 
 
Tuesday, 19th July 
DFPA Transition Event — all children move up to spend 
the afternoon in their new classroom with their    
teacher for the autumn term 2022. 
 

Wednesday, 20th July 
Year 5 and Year 6 Trip to Blakeney Quay. 
 

Friday, 22nd July 
End of the summer term and the academic year. 
 
Academic Year 2022/2023 
September 
 

Monday, 5th September 2022 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

DFPA reopens for the children on Monday, 5th        
September 2022. 
 
 

FODA Second Hand Uniform Sale 
 

This afternoon, from 3:00pm—3.45pm, FODA held a 

second hand uniform sale. 
 

This provided a great chance for DFPA’s families to 

buy good condition uniform ready for the academic 

2022/23. It also tied in with the children’s               

sustainability learning.  
 

A big thank you for all donations of uniform received, 

and to all who were able to visit and support the 

sale, finding and reusing appropriate items to suit 

needs. The ice lolly sale was most welcomed too. 
 

Many thanks, 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Helen and the  

FODA Committee   

Attendance 11th — 15th  

July 2022 

Lates 

  Whole school    

target 96% 

 

Whole School 94.3% 6 

EYFS 97.27% 0 

Year 1 95.38% 0 

Year 2 97% 1 

Year 3 93.16% 1 

Year 4 94.29% 0 

Year 5 95.5% 3 

Year 6 87.5% 1 

Please Note: 

DFPA’s day commences at 8:55a.m, with morning 

work and registration. The children should be in the       

playground prior to the bell ringing.  


