
Newsletter 10th June 2022 
Part of the Meridian family of Academies 

Welcome to this Week’s Edition of the Newsletter 
 

 

We hope you all enjoyed a good half term holiday. 
The children and staff have enjoyed a great return to DFPA for the final half term of the academic year. 

 

 

Year 6 Picasso Class: Leavers Hoodies — Thank you FODA 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

On the last Friday morning before half term, Year 6 were extremely excited - the much anticipated delivery of 

their DFPA Leavers Hoodies was received with joy and all hoodies were handed out in quick time!  
 

All children in Year 6 would like to thank FODA for their wonderful gift; a gift which they will wear and cherish 

with pride.  
 

Thank you to Mrs Silvester (Chair of FODA) for organising all and for liaising with Mrs Godfrey in DFPA’s office. 

Ely NSPCC Writing Competition — Congratulations  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

A couple of months ago, the children were invited to   

enter the Ely NSPCC Writing Competition, either during 

their normal English lessons, or for homework. The     

competition coincided with the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee 

and was titled, ‘If I Were King or Queen for the Day’.  

 

DFPA entered some super short stories, and we were 

thrilled to learn that we had eight winners among our 

school.  Fantastic indeed, well done. 

 
 

Representatives from the Ely branch of the NSPCC visited us on Monday this week to congratulate the winners 

and present them with a certificate during a whole school assembly.  
 

The winners have also been invited to a prize-giving ceremony at Ely Library this weekend, where they will each 

receive a prize from the Mayor of Ely.  
 

Huge congratulations to all who took part – what a wonderful success for our children.  
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Year 3 Hockney Class: Maths and English 

This week in maths, Hockney class has been securing their multiplication and division knowledge. They have 

been investigating word problems and have enjoyed using their maths knowledge to solve multi-step problems.  

In their English lessons throughout the week, Year 3 has begun to develop their narrative writing ready to write 

action  stories  during  the  next  few weeks. This week, the children have enjoyed creating paired writing to 

develop our suspense writing. 

STOP PRESS — Please Help DFPA to Win 
 

 

 

 
 

 

Please help all at DFPA to win the amazing amount of £1,000 of National Book Tokens, plus membership to 

the School Library Association, by nominating us by following the link  below.  

 

 

 

 

 

If DFPA is one of the five winning entries, you will also win a 

£100 National Book Token for yourself. 
 

Winners will be drawn at random after Friday, 19th July 2022, 

and announced in September 2022. 
 

The money will be utilised to purchase more books for our    

library, and further encourage reading for pleasure for          

generations to come. 
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EYFS O’Keeffe Class: A Wonderful Visit to the Book Café 

 

 

During the first half of summer term, the children really enjoyed their topic ‘Animal Habitats’ and remembered 

so much of what they had learnt over the weeks.  

The children ended their half term with an enjoyable short trip to Little Downham’s Book Café where Avril very 

kindly took on the role of shop keeper, allowing the children to experience using a combination of 1p and 2p 

coins to buy a cup of milk and a biscuit. All of the children behaved impeccably and enjoyed their trip out of 

school. Thank you to everyone at Little Downham’s Book Café for allowing EYFS to experience what it is like to 

use real money. It really helped the children embed what they had been learning in their mathematics topic 

about money. As they begin the last half term of reception, the children will be learning about ‘Materials and 

Our World’ starting with waterproof materials and linking this with the story of ‘The Rainbow Fish’. 
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Meridian Trust Team: 100-mile Cycling Challenge in Memory of Martin Bacon 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Please keep a look out for our Meridian Trust team this Saturday! 

They are taking on a 100-mile cycling challenge in memory of Martin Bacon – the founder and former CEO of  

CMAT who sadly passed away nine years ago. 
 

Their route will start at Nene Park Academy in Peterborough and finish at North Cambridge Academy – and will 

see them cycle past as many of our Trust’s schools as they can. 
 

Don’t forget to show your support by giving them a wave, if you see them cycle past!  
 

If you would like to make a donation, please visit:  

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/team-bacon1     

 Meridian Arts Festival 2022 

On Monday, 20th June 2022, DFPA’s Year 4 class 

will take part in Meridian Trust’s Ely Hub Arts      

Festival 2022. 

Monet Class have excitedly being preparing a short 

performance on Friday afternoons this term with 

Festival Bridge. 

They very much look forward to taking part in the 

festival and to welcoming their parents/carers to 

attend the event. 

Year 4 have received a letter about this. If a printed 

copy is needed, please do contact: 

office@downhamfeoffees.org 

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.justgiving.com%2Ffundraising%2Fteam-bacon1&data=05%7C01%7CSJaques%40downhamfeoffees.org%7C867e62a2d05a440420f208da486818ef%7Ce1d9b82998164c549d9cade2d8e3aa6e%7C0%7C0%7C637901909195296763%7C


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DFPA Principal’s Weekly Award 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As part of our whole school ethos, we have core values of mutual regard and respect, common aims and look for 

reasonable consistency. We use a relaxed yet vigilant approach where the Positive Behaviour Policy is  followed, 

responsibilities are clear and the rights of all are recognised and respected. DFPA’s Approach and Code of      

Conduct (Positive Growth Mindset/Positive Behaviours/DFPA Character Strengths) is for the whole school     

community to follow. 
 

Character strengths (Learning Behaviours) are planned for, taught, modelled and widely promoted/recognised   

within the academy. House points may be awarded to children demonstrating character strengths. House points 

(merits) are logged on Pupil Asset. KS1 classes also use Class Dojo. 
 
 

 

 

DFPA’s Character Strengths are: 

Respect, Honesty, Perseverance, Resilience, Caring, Responsibility, Kindness and Integrity. 

 
 

 

 

 

DFPA’s Character Strengths are underpinned by the development of a ‘Positive Growth Mindset’ – ensuring that   

children believe they can be successful and deal with challenge and difficulty positively. 
 

Each week, Miss Jaques takes special note of the children who have displayed DFPA’s high standards and        

expectations. During the 6th week of the summer term 2022, the children listed above displayed positive growth 

mindsets and were respectful to others. They displayed positive DFPA character strengths throughout the week. 

Congratulations to all. 

 

Miss Jaques looks forward to awarding more laminated Principal’s Awards during the coming weeks.  
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Safeguarding, Wellbeing and Welfare 

E-safety 

‘Metaverse’ is a relatively new term to many, however the concept has been around for some time.                  
Videogames, for example, use many aspects of the metaverse; avatars, digital currency, mini-games, and open 
communication. A metaverse can also take many forms; Fortnite can be seen as a metaverse, as is Roblox.  
 

Put simply, a metaverse is an online environment where people interact, play games and express themselves. 
Away from traditional videogames, there are newer and more ‘dedicated’ metaverses such as Decentraland, The 
Sandbox and Somnium Space which are akin to Second Life. 

  
In the guide, you'll find tips on a number of potential risks such as anonymity, psychological impact and unsafe 

areas. 
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Ely Arts Fest and the Lion Trail 

Our school has enjoyed links with the Babylon Gallery in Ely in the past, taking part in their annual School Arts 
Exhibition.  
 
In conjunction with Ely’s Arts Fest this year, there are two events that you may be interested in attending. One is 
the Jamboree in the Jubilee Gardens in Ely, and one is a special Lion Trail that has been set up around Ely. You 
can download a map here Ely Lion Trail (elyartsfestival.org) which tells you the location of 7 specially sculpted 
ceramic lion heads, which the children have to find, all with some historical facts.  
 
It’s a lovely, free activity to take part in, and helps children with map reading skills while learning more about 
their locality too. If you try it out, why not see which PLACE Award activities you can tick and date — we would 
love to hear how you get on. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.elyartsfestival.org/whats-on/2022-programme/ely-lion-trail


 

Newsletter 10th June 2022 
Part of the Meridian family of Academies 
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Go Wild with Ely Wildlife Watch in Ely Country Park -  

Saturday, 11th June 2-4pm 

Become scientists for an afternoon using sweep nets and other tools 

to find out about minibeasts and how you can help them. Wildlife 

Watch events are aimed at primary aged children and their families. 

The cost is £3/child for Wildlife Trust members and £4 for non  mem-

bers. To find out more and book go to https://www.wildlifebcn.org/

events/2022-06-11-ely-wildlife-watch-30-days-wild . This is one of      

                                                        many events in June organised by the   

                                                        Beds, Cambs and Northants Wildlife         

                                                        Trust as part of the national 30 Days  

          Wild Campaign. 

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.wildlifebcn.org%2Fevents%2F2022-06-11-ely-wildlife-watch-30-days-wild&data=05%7C01%7CSJaques%40downhamfeoffees.org%7C5ec7e1b9412d49e5ea8408da3e442e88%7Ce1d9b82998164c549d9cade2d8e3aa6e%7C0%
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.wildlifebcn.org%2Fevents%2F2022-06-11-ely-wildlife-watch-30-days-wild&data=05%7C01%7CSJaques%40downhamfeoffees.org%7C5ec7e1b9412d49e5ea8408da3e442e88%7Ce1d9b82998164c549d9cade2d8e3aa6e%7C0%


 

DFPA’s Sports Days; Race for Life; Sporting Achievements; DFPA’s Multi Sports Club, 

plus DFPA to Welcome an Olympian 
 

Save the Date for Attending DFPA’s Sports Days: 

Thursday, 16th June 2022: EYFS and KS1 Sports Day 1:30pm – 3:00pm 

Rescheduled: Wednesday, 22nd June 2022: KS2 Sports Day 1:30pm – 3:00pm 

 

We are delighted to be able to welcome the children’s families to DFPA again in order to enjoy watching their children 

take part in our sports days.  It is most exciting indeed; the children will be thrilled that you will be able to cheer them on. 

Children will compete in a variety of fun athletic events which will include long jump, throwing and hurdles. Parents/Carers 

and relatives are invited to attend.  

On the afternoons of the Key Stage Sports Days, Mrs. Godfrey will open and stand at the pedestrian gate entrance to 

DFPA’s playground from 1:20pm – 1:30pm to welcome the children’s families. 

There will be chairs out on the patios in front of the KS2 classrooms, near DFPA’s grassy playing field for parents/carers/

family members to sit on.  Please do bring sunhats and bottled water. The children will have their own water bottles.  

Please send your child with a sunhat. 

As always, no cameras nor mobile phones to be used on DFPA’s school site.   

A member of DFPA’s staff will take some photos of the children carrying out the activities and share these with you within 

subsequent DFPA Newsletters, following the sport’s days. 

 

 

 

DFPA’s Multi Sports Club for Key Stage 2 (Years 3 – 6) 

Commences: Tuesday, June 14th 2022 from 3.15pm to 4.15pm, weekly. 

Email office@downhamfeoffees.org if would like to join (up to 40 children may  

attend) 

 
Mrs Cuthbert will also be starting a DFPA Multi Sports Club. The club will be open to all 

Key Stage 2 children. Numbers will be limited to 40 children, so it will be run on a ‘first 

come, first served basis’. The Multi Sports Club will cover a variety of sports starting with 

cricket and athletics.  
 

 

 

DFPA Supporting ‘Race for Life’  

 

On Wednesday, 13th July 2022, DFPA will be hosting ‘Race for Life’ in the afternoon. Children will have the opportunity to 

run/jog/walk for a specified amount of time (EYFS 15 mins; KS1 30 mins and KS2 for 45 mins).  Sponsor forms for this ‘Race 

for Life’ event will be sent out, nearer to the date of the event, for you to help to raise funds if you wish to.  

In order to help raise awareness of such an important cause - Cancer Research – Mrs Cuthbert set herself a challenge /

target of cycling to and from school each day from Ely – wearing something pink. We hope the weather remains good for 

her. 
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Continued:  

DFPA’s Sports Days; Race for Life; Sporting Achievements; DFPA’s Multi Sports Club, 

plus DFPA to Welcome an Olympian to our Academy for the Day 

DFPA to Welcome an Olympian to our Academy for the Day 

Upcoming Athlete Event with Eilidh Gibson on Monday, 20th June 2022 

                
 

 

 

Some more exciting news, which we are delighted to share with you. Miss Jaques, through liaising with Sports 

for Schools, is thrilled to announce that a Team GB Olympian will be visiting our academy during summer term 

2, 2022. The visit will take place on: Monday, 20th June 2022 
 

The amazing Eilidh Gibson (slalom canoeist) will lead a circuit training lesson with the children, followed by an 

assembly – during which the children will have an opportunity to ask her questions. 
 

On Thursday afternoon this week, Mrs Cuthbert led a whole school          

assembly to notify the children of the     exciting, inspirational news. The 

children and staff are excited and looking forward to the Team GB Olympian 

event due to take place next half term. 
 

Each child will bring home a sponsorship form, for you to help to raise funds 

if you wish to. Money raised will go towards P.E equipment for DFPA,       

combined with money to support GB athletes (including Paralympic          

athletes) – two great causes to help inspire and keep our nation healthy. 
 

Any donation, no matter how small, would be most appreciated. Thank you. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sporting Achievements 
 

 

Finally, if your child is a member of a sports club, or has made a sporting    

achievement that they are proud of, outside of DFPA, we would love to hear 

about it. Please either email the school office or ask your child to ‘come and find 

Mrs Cuthbert’ during a break or lunch time to let her know.  
 

 

 

 

Mrs Cuthbert (DFPA’s P.E Lead) 
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EILIDH GIBSON 

GB Slalom Canoeist 

https://sportsforschools.org/athletes/eilidh-gibson/
https://sportsforschools.org/athletes/eilidh-gibson/
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Diary Dates 

JUNE 2022 
Monday, 6th June 
DFPA reopens after half-term. 
Year 5 start swimming lessons at The Hive, Ely. 
 

Wednesday, 8th June — Postponed due to bad  
Weather  KS2 Sports Day 1.30pm—3.00pm.  
 
Tuesday 14th June 
Year 5 Trip to The Houses of Parliament 
 

Thursday, 16th June 
EYFS and KS1 Sports Day 1.30pm—3.00pm. 
 
Wednesday, 22nd June — Rescheduled  
KS2 Sports Day 1.30pm—3.00pm.  
 
 
 

JULY 2022 
Monday, 11th July — Thursday, 14th July 
Bikeability for Year 5 and Year 6 students 
 

Thursday, 19th July 
DFPA Transition Event — all children move up to spend 
the afternoon in their new classroom with their    
teacher for the autumn term 2022. 
 

Wednesday, 20th July 
Year 5 and Year 6 Trip to Blakeney Quay. 
 

Friday, 22nd July 
End of the summer term and the academic year. 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

DFPA reopens for the children on Monday, 5th        
September 2022. 

FODA’s Donut Sale 
 

At the end of summer term 1, FODA held a donut 

sale after school which was a huge success.  

 

We hope you all enjoyed the chance to buy a sweet 

treat (or two!) and raise money for school at the 

same time.  

 

The sale raised a wonderful £115 for FODA. A huge 

thanks to the volunteers that made it happen.  

 

Thank you to all who were able to attend. 

DFPA’s Weekly Awards 

 

DFPA Celebration Gatherings are held each Friday 

afternoon. All children are able to access the celebra-

tions. The students and staff look forward to cele-

brating successes, progress and achievements, weekly. 

Reading: Annellie, Brooklyn, George, Freddie, Emma D, Olly, 

Jaxon 

Maths: Sydni, Amraya, Charlie, Scarlett, Luna, Heidi Sc, James 

Writing: Alex, Lily, Chloe, Henry, Mia, Cally, Lottie 

Handwriting: Jacob, Arlo, Lucy, Harry, Will, William O, Jenson 

Science/Topic: Cara, Isabelle, Annabel, Sadie-Grace, Jamie, 

Lorenzo, Lilly T 

Character Strength: Daniel, Hannah, Tilly, Olivia, Rosalie, Will 

M, Franek 

Midday Supervisor Award: The whole of Year 6] 

 

Together we shall continue to work together, aim high and 

achieve more.  

Well done to all.   

Attendance 6th — 10th June 2022 Lates 

  Whole school target 

96% 

0 

Whole School 94.36% 11 

EYFS 95.45% 2 

Year 1 91.92% 2 

Year 2 99% 0 

Year 3 86% 0 

Year 4 94.07% 0 

Year 5 99.05% 7 

Year 6 95% 0 


