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Welcome to this Week’s Edition of the Newsletter 
 

DFPA’s Vice Chair of the Academy Council (AC): Mr. Adam Steels 

AC Champion for Safeguarding, plus AC Champion for Achievement 
 

 
 

 

 

 

I am a member of staff within Meridian Trust, leading Bishop Laney Sixth Form as part of Ely 
College. In my role as Vice Chair of the Academy Council I am able to support and challenge 
the school’s leaders to drive forward achievement and help ensure the curriculum is meeting 
the needs of the pupils. I also act as the academy council member for safeguarding. 

 
During DFPA’s recent Ofsted, the inspectors reported:  
“Leaders have designed an ambitious curriculum. Pupils gain a secure knowledge of many       
subjects. Teachers encourage pupils to make connections between the different parts of the 
curriculum. This helps pupils to draw quickly and naturally on what they have learned.” 

 
 

“The trust, academy council and school leaders have formed an effective partnership. Together they have made 
the right decisions to bring about the many improvements evident throughout the school. Leaders have        
considered the well-being of the staff, and take on board feedback before making decisions that impact their 
workload. Staff appreciate this and are proud to work in their school.” 

 

With regards to Safeguarding, Ofsted reported:  
“Leaders are maintaining a strong safeguarding culture. The trust and academy council monitor this effectively. 
All staff understand that keeping pupils safe is a shared responsibility.” 

 
 

I have previously taught in secondary schools in Ely and the West Midlands, as head of ICT which gives me an 
understanding of the importance of achievement and a diverse curriculum preparing the pupils at Downham 
Feoffees Primary Academy for their next step, whether that is from EYFS to Key Stage 1, Key Stage 1 to 2, or 
from Key Stage 2 to secondary school.  
 

Year 5 Da Vinci Class: Pen Pots and the Arrival Debate 

Da Vinci Class has had a very productive week, and the children have particularly enjoyed their topic and English 

lessons. In topic, the class has been learning about the time it takes for different materials and products to     

biodegrade. The children planted different materials in the ground and will continue to periodically checking on 

them to see whether the material has started to decompose. After two weeks in the soil, the apple core and 

tomato that Year 5 buried have biodegraded so much that just the skin is now visible. The paper towel and    

cardboard that they buried have also changed, beginning to visibly break down.  

The children decided that they should reuse products as much as possible, so they made woven pen pots out of 

paper cups and wool, and bowls out of old magazine pages. In English this week, they have been studying ‘The 

Arrival’ by Shaun Tan. It’s a wordless story about a refugee arriving at an unknown and mysterious world. The 

children drew links to things they recognise in their own lives and took part in a very mature and considered 

debate about what countries’ duties are to people who flee danger.  
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Queen Elizabeth II’s Platinum Jubilee Lunch Celebrations at DFPA  

We are delighted to confirm how DFPA will be joining the Platinum Jubilee Celebrations 
to mark 70 years of Queen Elizabeth II being on the throne. 

 

Taylor Shaw’s Lunch 

On Thursday, 26th May, Taylor Shaw (DFPA’s Caterers) is hosting a The Big Jubilee Lunch.   

The options are: 

Chicken Royale Burger in a bun, or Cheese and tomato quiche 

served with broccoli and herb potatoes.      Dessert: Ice Chocolate Sponge and Custard 
 

 

 

DFPA’s Picnic Lunch 

On Friday, 27th May 2022, all at DFPA are invited to join together at lunch time to celebrate the Queen’s      
Platinum Jubilee by having a picnic lunch outside on the playing field. 

All children and staff are invited to wear red, white and blue clothing to school for the day.  

The children and staff are invited to bring in their own packed picnic lunch. 

Picnic blankets may be brought in too (please ensure they are clearly labelled with your child’s name and class). 

 

For any children, or staff, wishing to have a school lunch on 
this day, Taylor Shaw will be offering the following picnic 
lunch  option so it  may also be enjoyed outside for the 
celebratory Platinum Jubilee event:  Fish Fingers in a bun, 
plus a fruit and  a biscuit. 

 

Many thanks, we look forward to celebrating this historic 
occasion together in due course. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DFPA Principal’s Weekly Award 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As part of our whole school ethos, we have core values of mutual regard and respect, common aims and look for 

reasonable consistency. We use a relaxed yet vigilant approach where the Positive Behaviour Policy is  followed, 

responsibilities are clear and the rights of all are recognised and respected. DFPA’s Approach and Code of      

Conduct (Positive Growth Mindset/Positive Behaviours/DFPA Character Strengths) is for the whole school     

community to follow. 
 

Character strengths (Learning Behaviours) are planned for, taught, modelled and widely promoted/recognised   

within the academy. House points may be awarded to children demonstrating character strengths. House points 

(merits) are logged on Pupil Asset. KS1 classes also use Class Dojo. 
 
 

 

 

DFPA’s Character Strengths are: 

Respect, Honesty, Perseverance, Resilience, Caring, Responsibility, Kindness and Integrity. 

 
 

 

 

 

DFPA’s Character Strengths are underpinned by the development of a ‘Positive Growth Mindset’ – ensuring that   

children believe they can be successful and deal with challenge and difficulty positively. 
 

Each week, Miss Jaques takes special note of the children who have displayed DFPA’s high standards and        

expectations. During the 4th week of the summer term 2022, the children listed above displayed positive growth 

mindsets and were respectful to others. They displayed positive DFPA character strengths throughout the week. 

Congratulations to all. 

 

Miss Jaques looks forward to awarding more laminated Principal’s Awards during the coming weeks.  
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DFPA FODA — Donut Sale 

Friday, 27th May 2022, 3:15pm  
 

After school, on Friday, 27th May 2022, FODA are holding a 

donut sale on the playground near the wooden fence. 

 

Please ensure any money sent into school with your child 

for the donut sale, is in a purse/wallet/envelope with your 

child’s name and class clearly labelled.  Thank you. 
 

The bus/taxi children will have an opportunity to purchase 

a donut, if they would like one, prior to departing DFPA for 

the weekend. 

£1.00 per donut, or 2 donuts for £1.50  
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Safeguarding, Wellbeing and Welfare 

Road Safety 

For everyone’s safety: 

• When travelling in a vehicle, please be 

mindful of where you are parking; 

• DO NOT stop your vehicle, wait, or park 

on the school entrance markings (zig-zag lines) outside 

of the school;  

• Be aware of children and adults using the zebra crossing 

by the school. Vehicles will need more time to stop 

when the road is slippery; 

• Slow down when driving past the school, it is a 20mph 

zone; 

• Please encourage your child(ren) to be aware of their 

surroundings when coming to and from school,  

      especially junctions, driveways and moving traffic.   
 

Please DO NOT use the DFPA carpark to drop off, nor turn 

round in, at drop off / collection time. Thank you for your 

help, support and vigilance with road safety. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Breakfast Club Provision 

Active Play Education would like to know if DFPA’s parents 

and  carers would once again find a breakfast club at DFPA 

useful. Please complete the survey at the following link: 

https://forms.gle/rFmGb5ND9r6tT1Pw9 

We would like to be able to facilitate this provision, so 
please do respond if you could make use of the care for 
your child(ren) at school.  

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fforms.gle%2FrFmGb5ND9r6tT1Pw9&data=05%7C01%7CJStead%40downhamfeoffees.org%7C4594af0a35f74fc7a4b808da3a5d5826%7Ce1d9b82998164c549d9cade2d8e3aa6e%7C0%7C0%7C637886469836741536%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZs
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Safeguarding, Wellbeing and Welfare 

Healthier choices for all 
 

No nuts or nut products to be brought onto 

our academy’s premises.  

DFPA is a Nut-free site 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Please do not send the 

child(ren) in with glass bottles or tins—nor 

fizzy, and/or sugary drinks. 
 

Only water in water bottles please. 
 

Healthy snacks for morning break only, no 

crisps, chocolate or sweets. 
 

Thank you to all who continually make 

healthier food and drink choices. 
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Diary Dates 

 

MAY 2022 
 

SATS 
Year 6 assessments, 9th May to 12th May 
Year 2 assessments, May 
 

Friday, 13th May 
Pyjamarama Day - children and staff invited to wear 
pyjamas (over shorts and t-shirt) to school for a £1 
donation in support of The Book Trust. 
 

Tuesday, 23rd May 
Year 3 trip to the Hockney Exhibition in Cambridge 
 

Friday, 27th May 
FODA Non-Uniform Day for a £1 donation 
 

Monday, 30th May to Friday, 3rd June 
Half Term 
 
 
 
 

JUNE 2022 
 
Monday, 6th June 
Year 5 start swimming lessons at The Hive, Ely. 
 

Wednesday, 8th June 
KS2 Sports Day 1.30pm—3.00pm. Further information 
to follow in subsequent communications. 
 
Tuesday 14th June 
Year 5 Trip to The Houses of Parliament 
 

Thursday, 16th June 
EYFS and KS1 Sports Day 1.30pm—3.00pm. Further 
information to follow in subsequent communications. 
 
 
 
 

JULY 2022 
 
Monday, 11th July — Thursday, 14th July 
Bikeability for Year 5 and Year 6 students 
 

Thursday, 19th July 
DFPA Transition Event — all children move up to spend 
the afternoon in their new classroom with their    
teacher for the autumn term 2022. 
 

Wednesday, 20th July 
Year 5 and Year 6 Trip to Blakeney Quay. 
 

Friday, 22nd July 
End of the summer term and the academic year. 
DFPA reopens on Monday, 5th September 2022. 

Attendance 16th to 20th May Lates 

  Whole school target 

96% 

0 

Whole School 95.47% 5 

EYFS 95.24% 0 

Year 1 95.38% 0 

Year 2 99% 0 

Year 3 95.5% 1 

Year 4 89.64% 1 

Year 5 94.06% 2 

Year 6 99.5% 1 

DFPA’s Weekly Awards 

 

 

DFPA Celebration Gatherings are held each Friday          

afternoon. All children are able to access the celebrations. 

The students and staff look forward to celebrating            

successes, progress and achievements, weekly. 

Reading: Rosa, Miller, Elliott, James H, Olly, Poppy, Shea. 

Maths: Emelie, Benedict, Lewis, Henry, Mia, Lois, Rae. 

Writing: Sydni, Thomas, Will, Caelan, Alex, James, James. 

Handwriting: Annellie, Albie, Chloe, Grace, Emma T, Whitney, 

Herbert. 

Science/Topic: Meri, Aubrey, Henry, Isaac, William, Lexi W, 

Lilly H. 

Character Strength: Jacob, Harry, Darcy, Beau W, Nikita,  

William O, Leah. 

Together we shall continue to work together, aim high and 

achieve more. Well done to all.   


