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DFPA Celebrates World Book Day 2022 
 

“That’s the thing about books. They let you travel without moving your feet.” — Jhumpa Lahiri 

Today, all classes celebrated World Book Day by dressing up as their favourite book character. We had a super 

range of characters, from the cat from Varjak Paw to Dorothy, from Gangsta Granny to Buzz Aldrin. The          

costumes represented the many genres of books that the children so clearly enjoy. It was really special to hear 

the children talk about why certain books are their favourite, and they did a great job of explaining their reading 

likes and dislikes. All  classes took  part in  some super book-themed  activities, including  reading  maths        

picture books, accessing the online author workshops on the World Book Day website and hearing some         

traditional extracts of classic  literature.  As part  of the  World Book  Day celebrations,  two children  in each  

class from  Years  2 – 6 completed in a CMAT inter-school Book Quiz. A few months ago, these children were 

given a novel to read (Martin’s Mice for Year 2, Varjak Paw for Year 3 and Year 4, and The Boy in the Tower for 

Year 5 and Year 6). Today the children answered questions about the book, competing against other children in 

the Trust. Our children were obviously very keen, because many of them read their book more than once!     

Well done to our wonderful readers.  

We will leave you with one final quote, which makes the important link between writing and reading:                 

“If there’s a book that you want to read, but it hasn ’t been written yet, then you must write it.”  

- Toni Morrison.  

 

 

Welcome to this Week’s Edition of the Newsletter 
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CMAT Science Conference 

 

Staff at DFPA have recently taken part in trust-wide science conference aimed at promoting the importance of 

real-life,  meaningful experiences  within science  teaching. This  has been  part of  ongoing  work to positively 

promote science within school and to help children explore science as a way of better understanding the world 

around them.  

On the 14th March, DFPA will be marking British Science Week through the theme of 'Aspirations in Science'. 

Throughout the week, classes will have the chance to explore various role models in science and careers that 

may embed science skills in the real world.   

In further support of this, we would love to hear from any parents/carers or the wider community members 

who themselves have careers within science and would be willing to speak to classes to share their own skills 

and experiences. If you are able to help and would like further information, please email the school office.  

office@downhamfeoffees.org 

Request from EYFS to all Parents/Carers and Staff 

DFPA’s Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) would like to ask all parents, carers and staff… if you have any 

games such as matching games, shapes, counting games, etc which have all the required pieces therein, we 

would be most appreciative if you would like to donate them to us. The children thoroughly enjoy playing 

these types of games, they have educational benefits as well as promoting good social skills and learning       

behaviours.  Thank you in advance for your generosity.  
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Year 2 Van Gogh Class: Talk for Writing and Fractions 

In English this week, Year 2  have continued our work on journeys by learning a journey story - ‘The Papaya that 

Spoke’ - and creating  their own  version. The children used the Talk for Writing method to learn the  story with 

actions. Afterwards, they designed their own characters before creating a story map. Towards the end of the 

week, they used their plans to write their stories. There were some very imaginative stories about talking      

pineapples, bananas and even peas.  

In maths, the children have been looking at fractions and developing their understanding further for finding   

fractions of a quantity. On Wednesday, they used cubes and counters to represent food they had brought to a 

picnic. The class thought about how they could find halves, quarters and thirds of each of the food items.      

Everyone had a lot of fun and they all enjoyed applying their fraction knowledge to a practical activity.  

 

Year 4 Monet Class: Science and Maths 

Last week, Monet class started their new science topic on electricity. For this, the children got the circuits out 

and they were allowed five minutes to explore the circuits. The children used teamwork and worked together to 

find out how the  wires could  be linked  to make  the light bulb light up. Monet class look forward to exploring 

the electricity topic further. In maths, Monet class continued to deepen their understanding of decimals. After 

successfully understanding tenths last week, the children are now learning about hundredths and how they are 

written as decimals. The children have shown great maths skills and can use their decimal knowledge to  answer 

problem solving questions. 
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Empathy Week at DFPA 

This week was National Empathy week, and classes took the opportunity to discuss what empathy means to 

them and how they can show empathy to other people. As an academy, we try to show empathy towards      

everyone by: 

1. Actively listening when someone has a problem 

2. Being encouraging to others 

3. Showing an interest in others’ lives and likes and dislikes  

Empathy sits firmly within our DFPA Character Strengths, and children made firm connections between the two, 

further forging links between our learning and how we engage with people. In Year 3, children linked empathy 

with their English writing, sending a letter to Beige Crayon showing empathy for how he was feeling. In Year 6, 

the class used the short Pixar animation ‘For the Birds’ to explore feelings and put themselves in other            

characters’ shoes, exploring why they may have behaved a certain way and how that might have affected       

another's feelings.  

CMAT Swimming Gala 

This week, some Year 5 children had a fantastic opportunity to participate in a CMAT Inter-school Swimming  

Gala. They were seven teams that took part. The children competed in front crawl, back stroke, breast stroke 

and a team relay. All the children did a fantastic job at representing the school - they were respectful, sensible 

and very supportive of each other when they were racing. One of the children managed to win the back-stroke 

race against all the other competitors. We hope DFPA has another opportunity to take part in another swimming 

gala soon. Excellent job, swimmers! 

 

School Council 
 

 

Thank you to everyone who has donated seeds this week. It is most appreciated by the School Council and all 

classes. We’ve had such a wonderful array – sunflowers, mixed seeds, sweet peas, the list goes on! The School 

Council really enjoyed the opportunity to speak to our visitors last week, they spoke confidently about their  role 

in school.  
 

In  this week’s  meeting, the  children chose  the illustrations  for our  new  DFPA child-friendly anti-bullying 

leaflet. We are looking forward to sharing the leaflet with you very soon. Classes have been busy painting their 

tyre planters this week. Photos to be published in next week’s newsletter when the planters are dry and in      

position.  
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DFPA Principal’s Weekly Award 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As part of our whole school ethos, we have core values of mutual regard and respect, common aims and look for 

reasonable consistency. We use a relaxed yet vigilant approach where the Positive Behaviour Policy is  followed, 

responsibilities are clear and the rights of all are recognised and respected. DFPA’s Approach and Code of      

Conduct (Positive Growth Mindset/Positive Behaviours/DFPA Character Strengths) is for the whole school     

community to follow. 
 

Character strengths (Learning Behaviours) are planned for, taught, modelled and widely promoted/recognised   

within the academy. House points may be awarded to children demonstrating character strengths. House points 

(merits) are logged on Pupil Asset. KS1 classes also use Class Dojo. 
 
 

 

 

DFPA’s Character Strengths are: 

Respect, Honesty, Perseverance, Resilience, Caring, Responsibility, Kindness and Integrity. 

 
 

 

 

 

DFPA’s Character Strengths are underpinned by the development of a ‘Positive Growth Mindset’ – ensuring that   

children believe they can be successful and deal with challenge and difficulty positively. 
 

Each week, Miss Jaques takes special note of the children who have displayed DFPA’s high standards and        

expectations. During the second week of the spring term 2 2022, the children listed above displayed positive 

growth mindsets and were respectful to others. They displayed positive DFPA character strengths throughout 

the week. Congratulations to all. 

 

Miss Jaques looks forward to awarding more laminated Principal’s Awards during the coming weeks.  

Safeguarding, Safety and Welfare 

Please remember we are a nut free 

academy. No nut products, thank you. 

 

FODA’s 22 Activities Challenge 
 

FODA have set the children of DFPA a challenge to complete 22 
different activities before the end of term.  
 

The list of suggested activities was emailed to all parents/carers and 
staff, previously. There were also spaces on the form for you to think 
of your own ideas, if you wish to.   
 

Please ask family and friends to sponsor participants to complete as 
many challenges as they can. Please return completed Challenge Lists 
back to DFPA by  Friday, 1st April 2022. 
 

Thank you, we hope you enjoy taking part.  The FODA Committee 
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Exciting News: After-school Clubs for the Spring Term 2022 
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DFPA’s Upcoming Dates: 

March 2022 

 

Friday, 18th March 2022  
Red Nose Day 

All at DFPA invite all children, parents, carers and staff 
are invited to attend DFPA in non-uniform for a £1    
Donation.  
 
If you would like to wear red clothing, red accessories 
that would be great.  No red hair dye, as does not seem 
to wash out! Thank you. 
 
We shall also hold class ‘Joke Telling Sessions’           
(10p per joke).   
 
All jokes must be child-friendly and age-appropriate.  
Jokes to be written and submitted to class teachers,  
before the event, thank you. 
 

April 2022 
 

Friday, 1st April 2022  
Non uniform day.  
£1 donations to FODA.  
 
Last day of the Spring Term.  

DFPA’s Weekly Awards  

DFPA Celebration Gatherings are held each Friday afternoon. 

All  children  are  able  to  access  the celebrations. The          

students and staff look forward to celebrating successes,    

progress and achievements, weekly. 

 

Reading: Molly, Louis, Alex, Beau M & Jaden, Ethan, Imogen, 

Tate, Margaret. 

Maths: Aleksander, Tyrese, Henry, Louis, Sasha, Olly, Lottie. 

Writing: Jack, Ava-Rose, Tessa, Johnathan-Lee, Olly, Lexi W, Leah. 

Handwriting: Meri, Thomas, Tilly, Markas, Karabella, Lorenzo, 

Lilly H. 

Science/Topic: Jacob, Arlo, Isabelle, Elliott, Isabella, Chhaya, 

James, Jaxon. 

Character Strength: Jessica, Hannah, Amelia, Lewis, Emma D, 

Charlie, Herbert. 

Together we shall continue to work together, aim high and 

achieve more. Well done to all.   

Attendance 28th February to 4th 

March 

Lates 

  Whole school target 

96% 

0 

Whole School 97.71% 6 

EYFS 93.33% 0 

Year 1 98.4% 0 

Year 2 99.05% 0 

Year 3 99% 1 

Year 4 97.69% 3 

Year 5 97.5% 2 

Year 6 99% 0 


