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DFPA’s Academy Council Champion for IT and Estates,  

plus DFPA’s Academy Council Champion for Finance and HR: Mr. Leighton Barker 
 

I joined the Academy Council in April 2020, I wanted to help support 

and develop the school in its continued improvement since joining 

CMAT.   

Our 3 boys attend DFPA, and they really enjoy it, I love listening to 

them   telling me what they have learnt each day and seeing how their 

mind and skills are constantly developing and being challenged.   

My background is in IT Infrastructure and Telecoms, working in the 

industry since 2001, and running my own company since 2013. With 

the experience I have of being a parent and operating a business I can 

understand some of the challenges that face the Academy, from    

raising finance to recruitment, my Champion roles are IT and Estates, 

Finance and HR, I can contribute a different perspective or solution to 

challenges the school may be facing. Since taking on this role I have 

seen how hard the staff work to deliver a wide comprehensive        

curriculum, and how challenging it can be for a village school. The 

Academy Council meet 6 times a year, for a few hours during term 

time, please do get in touch if you'd like more information on the 

Academy Council. 

Welcome to this Week’s Edition of the Newsletter 

DFPA Antibullying Charter 
 

 

 

 

 

Within the trust’s Primary Principal’s meetings, a recent project was set in 

which each academy’s School Council’s representatives were asked to work 

with their own class to brand DFPA’s anti-bullying leaflets.  
 
 

It was important to us at DFPA to have leaflets that were accessible to the 

children, and presented in a child-friendly way, at the same time providing 

useful information that the children could understand about what bullying 

means and how we do not tolerate it at our school.  
 
 

We  hope  you will agree that the leaflets 

look wonderful, and will be a useful            

reference for all children in school.  
 

Every child has been given one to take home 

and refer to.  
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Young Carers Assembly 

 
This week, the children learned about what life is like for Young 
Carers, via a recorded assembly. The children learned what the 
role of a Young Carer is, and how Young Carers might need some 
support to help them maintain some balance in their school life 
and home life.  
 
Some very interesting conversations ensued in classes and the 
children showed great empathy and understanding of the       
challenges Young Carers might face.  

 
Please have a look at the poster included in this newsletter on Page 4, and if you think you have a Young Carer 
within your household, please get in touch via our office@downhamfeoffees.org email address.  
 
Your email will be treated with utmost confidentiality.  

Tyre Planters 
 

 

We have been so grateful to all of you for sending in plants and seeds for all the classes to use in their recycled 

tyre planters.  

With the weather we have enjoyed this week, it has been the perfect time for classes to plant them up, and we 

are delighted to share some pictures with you.  

We hope you enjoy seeing the planters around the school grounds. DFPA’s School Council had the great idea for 

the class planters, and it has come to fruition – well done to all members of DFPA’s School Council! 

Save the date: Tuesday, 26th April 2022 
 

Year Group Class Curriculum Meetings, Summer Term 2022 
To be held in school, if possible, if not (due to Covid-19 mitigations) year group presentations will be uploaded onto Teams 

Year Group Curriculum presentations re the class routines, expectations, curriculum and timetables for the summer term 

2022. 

3:45pm – 4:05pm: first presentation per year group 

(parents/carers go to one year group, then the other year group for the second sessions, if for example 2 children at DFPA) 

4:10pm – 4:30pm: second presentation per year group 

(for parents/carers who attended a different year group’s presentation first) 

mailto:office@downhamfeoffees.org
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Year 3 Hockney Class: Teaming up with Ely Cathedral 

This  week in  Hockney  Class, the children have been    

doing lots of art work.  

In  conjunction with Ely Cathedral, the children have      

created a wall hanging for their Etheldreda project.  

Many schools in the local area have been constructing a 

hanging that details a specific part of Etheldreda’s life and 

twelve of the best will be chosen and turned into a wall 

hanging with the other parts of her life.  

This  whole  project  will   then  be  displayed  in  Ely       

Cathedral next year.  

The pieces of art not chosen will also be displayed in an 

additional exhibition  next  year  to  celebrate all the      

children’s hard work. 

This work linked to the online workshop which the Year 3 

children carried out with the Education Team at Ely        

Cathedral earlier in the term.  

The wall hanging was a wonderful way of enriching that 

previous learning.  

 

Ukraine Collection Update 
 
 

 

Along with the rest of the country, staff and families 

at DFPA have been watching the events unfold for 

civilians in Ukraine with a heavy heart. We have seen 

that many of you have been looking for ways to help 

the people in Ukraine, and we have encouraged the 

children to recognise the good that people are doing 

in these circumstances.  

 

Thank you very much to all who have sent in itmes to 

support those suffering in and around Ukraine by 

means of a food and essential items collection. Many 

thanks to Corkers Crisps and local volunteers for 

making collections and delivery possible.  

 

This collection has further enabled all stakeholders to 

feel like part of a community effort to help those in 

need, and stand in solidarity with people who are 

suffering through no fault of their own. 

 

Thank you again for your generosity.  
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DFPA Principal’s Weekly Award 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As part of our whole school ethos, we have core values of mutual regard and respect, common aims and look for 

reasonable consistency. We use a relaxed yet vigilant approach where the Positive Behaviour Policy is  followed, 

responsibilities are clear and the rights of all are recognised and respected. DFPA’s Approach and Code of      

Conduct (Positive Growth Mindset/Positive Behaviours/DFPA Character Strengths) is for the whole school     

community to follow. 
 

Character strengths (Learning Behaviours) are planned for, taught, modelled and widely promoted/recognised   

within the academy. House points may be awarded to children demonstrating character strengths. House points 

(merits) are logged on Pupil Asset. KS1 classes also use Class Dojo. 
 
 

 

 

DFPA’s Character Strengths are: 

Respect, Honesty, Perseverance, Resilience, Caring, Responsibility, Kindness and Integrity. 

 
 

 

 

 

DFPA’s Character Strengths are underpinned by the development of a ‘Positive Growth Mindset’ – ensuring that   

children believe they can be successful and deal with challenge and difficulty positively. 
 

Each week, Miss Jaques takes special note of the children who have displayed DFPA’s high standards and        

expectations. During the 5th week of the spring term 2 2022, the children listed above displayed positive growth 

mindsets and were respectful to others. They displayed positive DFPA character strengths throughout the week. 

Congratulations to all. 

 

Miss Jaques looks forward to awarding more laminated Principal’s Awards during the coming weeks.  



Year 1 Delaunay Class: Forest School, Recycling and Fantastic Stories  

This week, Year 1 spent an afternoon in DFPA’s Forest School, which they hugely enjoyed. The children started 

their session  around the fire circle and sang a song, plus they spoke about Mrs Corley’s Forest School rules. 

Afterwards, they spent time exploring and learning. Lovely nests and campfires were created. Ladybirds were 

found. They all had a really lovely time.  

 

 

 

 

 
 

In science this week, Delaunay class have learnt about recycling. The 

children spent time organising materials into groups which could and 

could not be recycled. The children then created posters to inform   

other children around the school as to what can and cannot be         

recycled.  

During their English lessons this week, the children wrote some          

fantastic stories independently. They worked extremely hard on these 

and have shown some outstanding progress from the start of the year.  

 

 FODA Easter Tombola at DFPA 

Thursday, 31st March: 3:15pm -  3:45pm 

 

FODA will be holding an Easter Tombola in the playground on 
Thursday, 31st March at 3.15pm.  Tickets will be 50p each, or 3 
for £1. Please bring your pennies and come and try your luck. 
There are lots of lovely prizes to be won. 
 

The children  who  travel  on  the  school bus will be given the 
opportunity to visit the Tombola before departing school.  

 

Please send any money into school in a clearly named purse/
wallet/envelope with your child’s name and class stated. 
 
 

We look forward to seeing you there.  
The FODA Committee 
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Safeguarding, Wellbeing and Welfare 
 

Getting Ready for Change — Reception Year 2022/23 

Starting school or education is a wonderful and exciting time. To help families prepare for this        
transition (change), local NHS healthcare professionals have created an online health questionnaire 
that can be your ‘Getting Ready for Change’ checklist. This is for all children who will be reception-age 
for the upcoming academic year 2022/23. 
 
The questionnaire covers  lots of points from hearing and eyesight through to emotional health and 
behaviour. It also provides links to approved information and support.  
 
You can access the questionnaire by using the following link: 
https://portal.cambspborocyphs.nhs.uk/GRfC/Reception  
 
If  you  have  any  questions, please  contact  the  Cambridgeshire  and  Peterborough  Healthy  Child  
Programme by calling 0300 029 50 50 or texting 07520 649 887. 
 
We look forward to welcoming all new Reception children and their families to DFPA soon.               
Information about the upcoming year will be emailed during the summer term 1, 2022. Exciting times 
ahead indeed.   

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fportal.cambspborocyphs.nhs.uk%2FGRfC%2FReception&data=04%7C01%7Coffice%40downhamfeoffees.org%7Cebf034ba47504fa925d708da0d853ec1%7Ce1d9b82998164c549d9cade2d8e3aa6e%7C0%7C0%7C637837163173653982%7
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DFPA’s Upcoming Dates: 
 

 

 

March 2022 
 

Thursday 31st March 2022  
FODA Easter Tombola. Outside on the school          
playground after school, 3:15pm -  3:45pm. 
 

April 2022 
 

Friday, 1st April 2022  
Non uniform day.  £1 donations to class teacher in     
support of FODA. Last day of the Spring Term.  
 

Monday, 4th April to (and including)  
Monday 18th, April 2022  
DFPA closed for Spring Holiday 
 

Tuesday, 19th April 2022 
DFPA opens for children and staff  for the summer term 
2022 
 

Tuesday, 26th April 2022 
Year Group Class Curriculum 

Meetings, Summer Term 2022 

Please see page 2 of this news-

letter for further information. 

FODA Half Term Challenge 

 

FODA have set the children of DFPA a challenge to 

complete 22 activities before the end of the spring 

term 2022. 

 

The list of suggested activities was previously emailed 

to all  parents/carers and staff earlier this term. There 

were also spaces on the form for participants to think 

of their  own ideas, if wished. 

 

All participants were asked to ask their own family 

and friends to sponsor them to complete as many 

challenges as possible.  

Reminder: Please return completed Challenge Lists 

back to DFPA by Friday, 1st April 2022. 

 

Thank you, we hope all enjoy taking part.   

The FODA Committee. 

Attendance 21st March to 25th 

March 

Lates 

  Whole school target 

96% 

0 

Whole School 86.01% 6 

EYFS 64.41% 2 

Year 1 80.28% 0 

Year 2 95% 0 

Year 3 91.11% 2 

Year 4 81.3% 1 

Year 5 94.41% 1 

Year 6 97.78% 0 

DFPA’s Weekly Awards 

 

 

DFPA Celebration Gatherings are held each Friday afternoon. 

All  children  are able to access the celebrations.  The  students  

and  staff  look   forward   to   celebrating successes, progress 

and achievements, weekly. 

Reading: Alex, Avya, Elliott, Johnathan-Lee, Kenzie, William O, 

Jenson. 

Maths: Rosaleen, Noah, Tilly, Harry, Scarlett, Esme, Franek. 

Writing: Elinor, Ava-Rose, Grace, Beau W, Rosalie, Heidi Sc,  

Jaxon. 

Handwriting: Rose, Arlo, Charlie, Beau M, Olly, Tate, Jenson. 

Science/Topic: Sydni, Phoebe, Henry, Freddie, Finley, Heidi Si, 

Shea. 

Character Strength: Theo, Lily, Tessa, Lewis, Bryony, Lorenzo, 

Leah. 

Together we shall continue to work together, aim high and achieve more. 

Well done to all.   


