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DFPA’s Chair of the Academy Council (COAC):  
Mr. Mark Hollington 

 

I asked to join the Academy Council in early 2021 because I wanted to support 
our local village school and gain an understanding of the education experience 
that my son will enjoy. One of the first things that struck me was the amount of 
planning, time, thought and continual evaluation that the effectual Principal, 
Senior Leadership team (SLT), staffing and support teams at the school put into 
the curriculum and the wider school life. It’s a real privilege to have an insight 
into the school’s approach.  
 

In my capacity as Chair of Academy Council, I get to hear about so many great 
initiatives, the successes, and challenges that the school face – and I offer both 
support and scrutiny through my visits and evaluations. In 2021, I was grateful 
to be appointed Chair of Academy Council, I see this as an opportunity to help 
grow the Council's effectiveness, improve its visibility and help it to be a       
positive and meaningful force in the school community.  

 

‘Pupil Experience’ is close to my heart, it covers so much – for example trips, 
clubs, charity work, extra-curricular activities, school culture, community and I am pleased to be ‘Academy 
Champion’ for this area of focus. For me, one key take-away from my visits to the school is the ‘happy hum’ that 
runs through classrooms – children are engaged in their work and they talk to me with confidence about their 
topics which is fantastic.   

 

Another area which I find interesting and see as an opportunity is the school's SEND provision. One of my          
responsibilities as Chair allows me to act as Champion for SEND and I've been able to witness the increasingly   
positive journey the school is on in further developing this area. Our excellent SEND Coordinator is making a real 
difference in what can be a tough, often uphill journey.  

 

In my working life, I’m a Director for a national theatre operator – most of which stage touring shows. My role 
focuses on the guest’s experience and team training – some of my understanding in this area helps me in my    
support for the school, unsurprisingly I am a passionate advocate of the arts and tend to keep this in my mind 
when working with the school. I’ve found that being part of the Academy Council has helped me to forge links in 
the community, we haven’t lived here long but are now very much at home in Pymoor. As a family, we make the 
most of the beautiful countryside we have around us and like to get out in the fresh air on the weekends – you 
might spot me running after my son on his bike along the hundred-foot bank!   

Year 5 and Year 6: Bikeability Course 

Bikeability Letters and Consent Forms were sent to the 

Year 5 and Year 6 children this week. If parents/carers 

would like their child to take part in the Bikeability course 

in July, please return the signed consent form to Mrs     

Godfrey in the school office (office@downhamfeoffees.org) 

before Monday, 21st February. Thank you. 

FODA Half Term Challenge 
 

FODA are setting the children of DFPA a challenge to         
complete 22 activities before the end of term.  
 

The list of suggested activities was emailed to all     
parents/carers and staff today. There are also spaces 
on the form for you to think of your own ideas, if you 
wish to.   
 

Please ask family and friends to sponsor participants to         
complete as many challenges as they can. Please     
return completed Challenge Lists back to school by  
Friday 1st April 2022. 
 

Thank you, we hope you enjoy taking part. 

The FODA Committee 

FODA Non Uniform Day: 11th February 

Thank you for all £1 donations made for today’s 

FODA’s non-uniform day.  The total raised was: 

£75.00 

Welcome to this Week’s Edition of the Newsletter 
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  Safeguarding, Safety and Welfare 
 

Safer Internet Day 2022 
 

 

In February each year, Safer Internet Day is celebrated globally to promote the safe, plus positive use of digital 

technology for children and young people. The event inspires further conversation about using technology   

responsibly and respectfully, as well as critically and creatively.  
 

This year, Safer Internet Day 2022 was on 8th February and was celebrated with the theme, ‘All fun and 

games?’ The children discussed and thought about respect and relationships online, the positives, the negatives 

and how we can all help to keep ourselves and others safe.  
 

For information about internet safety, please visit the following 

website: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

For Safer Internet Day, Year 4 took part in a virtual lesson from Barclays Eagles. They 

taught the children how to code on Scratch in order to create an internet safety quiz. As 

we have been learning about coding in topic, we could therefore make the links between 

what we had previously learnt and bring that knowledge and those skills to the Barclays 

workshop. A lot of information was given to us during the workshop, Year 4 worked hard 

and would like to implement all information, knowledge and skills to code their own quiz 

on Scratch.  

Year 6 children discussed the positive and negative things about being able to talk so easily online, including 
some of the ways it can help us. The children discussed some of the reasons they might have to be cautious 
when talking online and the best ways to keep themselves safe. Using resources from Newsround, the children 
were able to come up with a class set of their top 5 tips for using the internet. These included making sure that 
we keep all personal information (including photos) private, to know who to talk to if there is a problem or a 
worry and how to behave responsibly towards others online.  

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Children's Mental Health Week  
 

 

 

 

 

This week (7th - 13th February 2022) is Children’s Mental Health Week.  
 

 

 

 

This year's theme is Growing Together — encouraging children (and adults) to consider how they have grown, 

and how they can help others to grow. DFPA staff as within all lessons and activities, discuss, help, support and 

encourage the children to start and to continue a conversation about growth and the different challenges they 

may face.  
 

The Year 6 children explored the different ways that they can all grow, including physically and emotionally. 
They were able to explain how sometimes growing emotionally can be difficult but shared some thoughtful 
strategies that could be used for someone that was feeling worried, anxious or cross. Knowing that adults 
sometimes felt this way too was a really helpful way to see that mental health is important for everyone. 
 

For more information about Children’s Mental Health Week, please visit the following website: 
 
 

Children's Mental Health Week (childrensmentalhealthweek.org.uk)  
 
 

https://www.childrensmentalhealthweek.org.uk/
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Year 2 Van Gogh Class: Topic work all about Famous Explorers 

As part of our topic this term learning about different continents, Van Gogh 

Class has also looked at famous explorers who found or travelled to each 

continent including Robert Falcon Scott and James Cook.  

This week, Year 2 were inspired by their adventures and decided to become 

an explorer for the morning. As a class, the children decided what items 

would need to be packed to take on their journey and then they set off on 

their boat. The children experienced some stormy weather and the waves 

were quite rough but eventually they arrived at a new land.  

On this island, Van Gogh Class met many different people and animals, and 

they saw a range of landscapes. After exploring the whole of the island, the 

children sadly had to return home.  

In their English work this week, Year 2 have written diary entries detailing 

their amazing experiences as an explorer.  

NSPCC – Number Day 
On Friday, 4th February 2022, the school took part in maths challenges to celebrate the NSPCC’s Number Day. 

Each class completed their own number-based activity. In Reception, the children explored numbers from 1 to 

15, taking part in counting on one and/or subtracting one each time. They also enjoyed playing number track 

games in small groups. Year 2 played a game of snakes and ladders, working on their cooperation skills and 

counting on skills. All of Year 3, 4 and 5 completed Buddy’s challenge. This is where they use their                    

problem-solving skills to solve clues to find where different parts of the key were hidden around the classroom. 

They found parts of the key in the reading corners, on the doors and even under teacher’s chairs. Year 5        

managed to complete this challenge within 17 minutes. Year 6 carried out a 'Countdown' style maths challenge 

to celebrate Number Day. The children challenged Mrs Scotting and Mrs Woodford to a competition to find the 

closest answer to the target number. They practised using mixed strategies for calculating and estimating with 

numbers. 
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HUGE Congratulations to  

DFPA’s Photography Competition  

Winner and Runner-Up 
 

 

 
 

 

 

Thank you to all who took part in our DFPA Photography competition 
throughout January 2022. Our DFPA Heads of Pupil Voice were           
delighted to be asked to judge the entries. After much deliberation of all      
photos and captions, the following entries (all judged anonymously) 
were finally decided upon.  Well done to all who took part, there were 
so many wonderful wintery scenes—what a beautiful part of the world 
DFPA is located in. 

 
Congratulations to both thrilled students, as seen in the photo. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

DFPA’s Heads of Pupil Voice stated:  
 

EYFS Winner: 
‘We like the winner’s photo because of the trees are reflected in the water below at a perfect angle and the grey 
shades compliment and add an effect that we really like.  We like how the photo captures some of the trees with 
leaves, and some without.’ 
 

Year 6 Runner-Up 
‘We like the runner-up’s photo because it focusses on one plant and the other plants are blurred.  The snow and 
frost add a glittery effect and the forest in the background, the ice makes a sparkling effect, it feels like winter.’ 

Year 2 Van Gogh Class: Mental Health Week and Internet Safety Day 
 

 

 

Year 2 have talked about internet safety with Smartie the penguin. As a 

class the children discussed different scenarios and how they could 

make the right choices in order to be safe online. 

For mental health week, Van Gogh Class watched an online assembly 

that explained all about children’s mental health. In the video the     

children learnt about support balloons (people we trust who could    

support us and our mental health) and how to set ourselves personal 

growth goals. The class thought about who would be in their own      

support balloons and what personal growth they wanted to achieve 

such as perseverance, confidence and bravery.  

This week, we are also encouraging children to take time to focus on mental health by spending time outdoors 

for different lessons and by doing a selection of art activities.  

DFPA Prize Winner at Babylon Art Gallery Schools’ Exhibition 
 

A number of our children have recently had artwork selected from school to be exhibited at the Babylon Art     
Gallery Schools’ exhibition. This is currently open and free to visitors on Ely’s Waterside. The exhibition is running 
over half term and up until the 28th February. 18 schools in the local area took part. 

 

A special well done to Lexi E. whose aboriginal artwork gained her 3rd prize in the KS2 category. 
 

 
 

 

Thank you to Miss Clements for supplying the gallery with the children’s stunning pieces of artwork. 
 
 

The winners were announced on the Gallery’s YouTube channel. Please make sure you have assistance from a 
grown up to view this. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iU0vzch_0sQ 

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3DiU0vzch_0sQ&data=04%7C01%7C%7C9e79f0dbc2344a54127408d9ecadb32f%7Ce1d9b82998164c549d9cade2d8e3aa6e%7C0%7C0%7C637801053045842711%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4w
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DFPA Principal’s Weekly Award 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As part of our whole school ethos, we have core values of mutual regard and respect, common aims and look for 

reasonable consistency. We use a relaxed yet vigilant approach where the Positive Behaviour Policy is  followed, 

responsibilities are clear and the rights of all are recognised and respected. DFPA’s Approach and Code of      

Conduct (Positive Growth Mindset/Positive Behaviours/DFPA Character Strengths) is for the whole school     

community to follow. 
 

Character strengths (Learning Behaviours) are planned for, taught, modelled and widely promoted/recognised   

within the academy. House points may be awarded to children demonstrating character strengths. House points 

(merits) are logged on Pupil Asset. KS1 classes also use Class Dojo. 
 
 

 

 

DFPA’s Character Strengths are: 

Respect, Honesty, Perseverance, Resilience, Caring, Responsibility, Kindness and Integrity. 

 
 

 

 

 

DFPA’s Character Strengths are underpinned by the development of a ‘Positive Growth Mindset’ – ensuring that   

children believe they can be successful and deal with challenge and difficulty positively. 
 

Each week, Miss Jaques takes special note of the children who have displayed DFPA’s high standards and        

expectations. During the 5th week of the spring term 2022, the following children displayed positive growth     

mindsets and were respectful to others. They displayed positive DFPA character strengths throughout the week 

preceding the awards being announced, by Miss Jaques, during Monday afternoon’s whole school Collective 

Gathering. 

 

Miss Jaques looks forward to awarding more laminated Principal’s Awards during the coming weeks.  

 

DFPA School Council: Donations of Seeds and Weed Membrane for Planters 

Further to last week’s request from our DFPA School Council, we have been           

extremely grateful to have received donations of seeds and seedlings from across 

the school. 

We also received a generous donation of a weed   

control membrane, plus herb, vegetable and flower 

seeds from Mr and Mrs Savage, which will be plenty 

for all of the planters at DFPA.  Many thanks. 
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Year 6 Picasso Class: Science Topic all about The Human Body  

This week Year 6 have continued their science topic all about the human body, focussing on how the circulatory 
system and heart work. Picasso class had previously investigated the role of the blood and heart in transporting     
essential oxygen, food and water all around the body. They acted this out on the playground, making sure that 
all body parts received all the essentials they needed to stay healthy. The children have since designed their 
own investigations to find out what effect exercise and sport can have on the human body and how to best stay 
fit.  

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
In other areas of the curriculum, Year 6 have continued to learn about Antarctic exploration. They have written 
their own retelling of Shackleton's Journey across the ice, during their English lessons. Within topic, the class 
have continued to compare how Antarctica and the United Kingdom are similar and different. A few similarities 
were found but unsurprisingly found that the Antarctic continent was a completely different, and very difficult 
place to try and explore!  
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DFPA’s World Week 

Wednesday, 5th January 2022 to Friday, 7th January 2022 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As covered within an earlier edition of our weekly newsletter this term - during the first week of the spring term 

2022, the children and staff thoroughly enjoyed learning about a range of countries located around our        

wonderful world during DFPA’s whole school ‘World Week’. 

 

We are pleased to share the EYFS and Key Stage 1 (Years 1 and 2) class corridor displays, as seen above. 

 

Some of the countries were chosen as they represented our school community, others were chosen as areas of 

interest. Each year group chose a different country upon which to focus, and all areas of the curriculum were 

linked to the chosen country.   

 

Some of the facts and information the children learnt about included the locations of their chosen country, the 

language(s) spoken, the food and drink consumed, main geographical features including rivers, mountains,    

deserts, famous structures and statues, artwork and artists, flags and which animals were found in different  

locations / countries.  

Year 1 EYFS 

Year 2 
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World Book Day Celebrations 
 

On Thursday, 3rd March 2022,children all over the world will be celebrating World Book Day. Taylor Shaw are 

offering a special lunch for World Book Day. If your child would like to have a school meal on this day, Thursday, 

3rd March 2022, please email the school office by the end of the day on Thursday, 24th February 2022 to      

confirm their meal choices (main and dessert options). Thank you. 
 

Dress up as you favourite Book Character on Friday, 4th March 2022. 

All at DFPA will continue to celebrate World Book Day, on Friday, 4th March 2022. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

We would therefore like to invite everyone (children and staff, plus parents and carers too) to dress up as their 

favourite book character for the day on Friday, 4th March 2022, and attend DFPA wearing their wonderful 

outfits.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

We look forward to seeing all of the amazing costumes, when all attend school on Friday, 4th March. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thursday, 3rd March 2022 

Taylor Shaw:  

World Book Day School Lunch 

 

Friday, 4th March 2022 

DFPA World Book Day Dressing  

Up Day 

DFPA invite all to attend school 

wearing clothing / a costumes to 

represent your favourite book   

character. 

 

 



 

Exciting News: After-school Clubs for the Spring Term 2022 
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DFPA Term Dates 2022/2023  
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DFPA’s Upcoming Dates: 
 

February 2022 

14th  -  18th February 2022 
Half Term 
 
 

21st – 25th February 2022   
Empathy Week 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Children's Mental Health Week 
(childrensmentalhealthweek.org.uk)   

DFPA’s Weekly Awards 

 

 

DFPA Celebration Gatherings are held each Friday after-

noon (Thursday this week). All children are able to access 

the celebrations. The students and staff look forward to 

celebrating successes, progress and achievements, weekly. 

 

Reading: Evie, Levi, Teddy, Sadie-Grace, Scarlett, Cally, Riley. 
 

 

Maths: Jacob, Eddie, Chloe, Jaden, Chhaya, Tate, Jack. 
 

 

Writing: Molly, Sidney, Darcy, Beau W, Paige, Whitney, 

Franek. 
 

 

Handwriting: Rose, Thomas, Annabel, Freddie, William, 

Esme, Lottie. 
 

 

Science/Topic: Meri, Arlo, Emily, Harry, Luna, William O, 

Josh. 
 

 

Character Strength: Rosa, Hannah, Lewis, James D, Rosa, 

Evie, Lois, Herbert. 

 

 

Together we shall continue to work together, aim high and 

achieve more. Well done to all.   

Attendance 7th February - 

11th February 2022 

Lates 

  Whole school target 

96% 

0 

Whole School 86.54% 7 

EYFS 90.14% 1 

Year 1 94% 1 

Year 2 83.81% 0 

Year 3 85.5% 1 

Year 4 93.85% 3 

Year 5 83.5% 1 

Year 6 75% 0 

https://www.childrensmentalhealthweek.org.uk/
https://www.childrensmentalhealthweek.org.uk/

