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Welcome to this Week’s Edition of the Newsletter 

DFPA FODA Mini Marathon 
 

This week at DFPA, the children received their badges for taking part in the 2.6-mile mini 

marathon which they completed last term. Every child that took part in this event,     

received a lovely pin badge to celebrate their achievement.  

Well done to all that took part and a big thank you again to FODA who helped organise, 

run with and support the children.    

 

 

DFPA Exhibiting Art Work at  

               The Babylon Art Gallery  
 

Recently, Miss Clements collected artwork from each class to take to The Babylon 

Art Gallery, so it can be included and exhibited at their upcoming East               

Cambridgeshire Schools’ Art Exhibition 2022 which takes place from Tuesday, 1st 

February to Sunday, 27th February 2022.  
 

Smile Train 
 
 

Today, Friday, 28th January 2022, we invited all children and staff to attend school wearing a hat which made them smile 

and feel happy in support of Smile Train. Thank you for all donations 

kindly received. We shall calculate the total and let you know in an 

upcoming edition of the DFPA newsletter. 
 

 

 

https://www.smiletrain.org.uk/ 

Volunteer Wildlife Watch Leader at Ely Country Park  

Beautiful Birds at Ely Country Park with Ely Wildlife Watch - Saturday, 5th February 2022 

Spend an afternoon at Ely Country Park with Ely Wildlife Watch looking for birds and the nests they built last year 

and finding out more about birds and how you can help them in your garden. This session is aimed at primary age 

children and their families. Book the event which costs £3 per child for Wildlife Trust/Watch members and £4 non 

members and free for accompanying adults at: 

https://www.wildlifebcn.org/events/2022-02-05-ely-wildlife-watch-

beautiful-birds 

For a larger version of the plan shown opposite, please visit: 

Ely Country Park | East Cambridgeshire District Council (eastcambs.gov.uk)  

 

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.wildlifebcn.org%2Fevents%2F2022-02-05-ely-wildlife-watch-beautiful-birds&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cb98a3ef6bde043c2c5cc08d9df2386d6%7Ce1d9b82998164c549d9cade2d8e3aa6e%7C0%7C0%7C637786165939799030%7
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.wildlifebcn.org%2Fevents%2F2022-02-05-ely-wildlife-watch-beautiful-birds&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cb98a3ef6bde043c2c5cc08d9df2386d6%7Ce1d9b82998164c549d9cade2d8e3aa6e%7C0%7C0%7C637786165939799030%7
https://www.eastcambs.gov.uk/content/ely-country-park
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                                         EYFS: Kindness and Teamwork 

 
 

 

 

 

Learning in Reception this week has continued to be exciting, engaging and purposeful. Our topic is Traditional 

Tales and our tale for this week has been ‘The Little Red Hen’.  
 

Using elements from our Talk 4 Writing approach, the children learnt the story through a multi-sensory         

approach including story maps with pictures, actions and sounds. The children were extremely engaged and 

enjoyed the literacy sessions, they have remembered the story and sequence of ‘The Little Red Hen’, along with 

the actions and sounds very quickly, showing great surprise at the ending, which led to conversations around 

the importance of being kind and helping others.  
 

Learning was further enhanced through the questions the children asked, such as: “How does the grain become 

flour?” and “How does the grinder work?” 
 

Progressing their interest in learning more, we watched a Cbeebies “Come Outside” programme in which     

Pippin heads to the factory and follows the journey from grain to bread. Whilst watching, the children could 

see and identify answers to their questions.  
 

Wonderful EYFS teamwork ensued as the children make bread dough and then baked it transforming it into a 

marvellous bread loaf. The children were fascinated to learn about yeast and the chemical reaction that occurs. 

They were enthused about the bread making process and were elated with the opportunity to take a slice of 

their bread home to eat.  
 

The children were delighted to show Miss Jaques their finished golden-brown loaf of bread, and were most 

pleased to explained how they had all worked together to produce it.  Well done to all in EYFS, they have      

displayed many of our DFPA Character Strengths and Learning Behaviours this week. 
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Year 4 Monet Class: Coding—Computer Scientists 

This week in topic, Monet class have been learning about the inventor Grace Hopper - a computer scientist. 

Grace Hopper is the third inventor Monet Class have now investigated during their topic so far and they are 

very excited to continue learning facts and information about different inventors and inventions, as well as 

using and applying this knowledge whilst developing their skills. As Grace Hopper invented the first English 

computer programming language, the children have been exploring what coding means. They have learnt that 

you need to give specific instructions. To demonstrate this, the children worked in pairs - one child was the 

robot and the other child had to give them instructions to walk and navigate around the cones and ropes 

which they had strategically laid out. At first, Monet class thought this was going to be an easy task, but soon 

realised that they had to articulate specific instructions in order for their partner to carrying out the precise 

movement and action. Later in the week, the children transferred this new knowledge and coding skill to their 

laptops. They were motivated, enthused and interested to learn about how to code using a  computer         

program.   
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CONGRATULATIONS to a Year 2 Child: Gold PLACE Award 

Huge congratulations to one of our children in Year 2 Van Gogh Class who has completed their Gold PLACE Award this 

week, for EYFS, Year 1 and Year 2. Over the past 2 years, they have worked hard to complete all activities from each of 

the 5 sections of the award including: organising a scavenger hunt, creating a water clock and making their own duck 

food. Well done! 

 

 



 

Exciting News: After-school Clubs for the Spring Term 2022 
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Safeguarding, Welfare and Wellbeing 

E-safety 

Discussions around Internet safety play an important role in the work we do in school and e-safety skills are 

integral to the new Computing curriculum so as to ensure that we safeguard our young people against the 

pitfalls of accessing online platforms. 

The Internet is a powerful tool and when used sensibly is an amazing resource that allows our pupils to learn, 

connect and communicate.  We want to take this opportunity to share with you the key messages that we are 

giving to our children via the attached resources and draw your attention to the Supporting Young People 

Online document from Childnet International.  Through this we can be consistent with the advice and support 

we are offering our children both at home and in school. 

In an age where technology and software appear to change on an almost daily basis it can seem like an         

impossible task of keeping track of the latest sites and apps available to our children however the attached  

advice does, as we are sure you will agree, remain applicable for all forms of online activity.  Although many 

parents and carers are aware of the issues raised by popular social media platforms (Facebook, Instagram, etc) 

and adhere to their 13+ age restrictions many people have been caught out by other, seemingly innocuous, 

apps and games such as Skype & ooVoo (video chat software), Minecraft, Snapchat and online gaming via    

consoles.  The attached document and the links below aim to raise the awareness of some of the issues        

surrounding these areas. 

Childnet advice: http://www.childnet.com/parents-and-carers 

Minecraft advice: https://www.nspcc.org.uk/preventing-abuse/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/minecraft-a-parents

-guide/ 

Skype advice for parents: https://www.net-aware.org.uk/networks/skype/ 

Online gaming advice: https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/online-games/ 

 

Online safety 

Many of you will be online yourself and your children may be spending more time online than usual. We would 

like to point out to you the ‘Think you know’ resources available to ensure your children know how to stay safe 

online and protect themselves from cyberbullying. There is general advice and some excellent videos for each 

age group including activities, specifically designed for COVID-19 lockdown, for you to follow up with your     

children at timings appropriate to your household. 

Think You Know advice: https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/support-tools/home-activity-worksheets 

Online gaming advice: https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/online-games/ 

On the UK Safer Internet Centre website (Primary Zone for 3 – 11 year olds) you will find films, storybooks and 

other fun sites, with plenty of information to help you and your children enjoy your time online and stay safe 

on the internet. 

UK Safer Internet Centre advice: https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/advice-centre/young-people/resources-3-11s 

If you have any questions or concerns regarding this matter, please do not hesitate to contact the school office. 

office@downhamfeoffees.org      Please also see DFPA’s website for further information and useful links. 

http://www.childnet.com/parents-and-carers
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/preventing-abuse/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/minecraft-a-parents-guide/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/preventing-abuse/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/minecraft-a-parents-guide/
https://www.net-aware.org.uk/networks/skype/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/online-games/
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/support-tools/home-activity-worksheets
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/online-games/
https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/advice-centre/young-people/resources-3-11s
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DFPA Principal’s Weekly Award 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As part of our whole school ethos, we have core values of mutual regard and respect, common aims and look for 

reasonable consistency. We use a relaxed yet vigilant approach where the Positive Behaviour Policy is  followed, 

responsibilities are clear and the rights of all are recognised and respected. DFPA’s Approach and Code of      

Conduct (Positive Growth Mindset/Positive Behaviours/DFPA Character Strengths) is for the whole school     

community to follow. 
 

Character strengths (Learning Behaviours) are planned for, taught, modelled and widely promoted/recognised   

within the academy. House points may be awarded to children demonstrating character strengths. House points 

(merits) are logged on Pupil Asset. KS1 classes also use Class Dojo. 
 
 

 

 

DFPA’s Character Strengths are: 

Respect, Honesty, Perseverance, Resilience, Caring, Responsibility, Kindness and Integrity. 

 
 

 

 

 

DFPA’s Character Strengths are underpinned by the development of a ‘Positive Growth Mindset’ – ensuring that   

children believe they can be successful and deal with challenge and difficulty positively. 
 

Each week, Miss Jaques takes special note of the children who have displayed DFPA’s high standards and        

expectations. During the 3rd week of the spring term 2022, the following children displayed positive growth     

mindsets and were respectful to others. They displayed positive DFPA character strengths throughout the week 

preceding the awards being announced, by Miss Jaques, during Monday afternoon’s whole school Collective 

Gathering. 

 

Miss Jaques looks forward to awarding more laminated Principal’s Awards during the coming weeks.  

Milk 

School milk at mid-morning break is an important part of your child’s diet. Milk provides a number of health 

benefits and social opportunities that ensure children get the most out of their school day.  

 

As part of the School Food Plan, all primary schools are legally required to make milk available for drinking    

during school hours. Free school milk is available for under-fives.  Once your child reaches the age of 5 years 

and would like to continue having milk in school, please register your 

child online at: www.coolmilk.com/register 

 

Milk usually costs around £14 per term. 
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DFPA’s Upcoming Dates: 

 

 

January 2022 
 

 

 

 

Friday, 28th January 2022 
DFPA Smile Day in support of Smile Train.  
https://www.smiletrain.org.uk/ 
 

DFPA invites all children, staff and visitors to wear a hat to 
school which makes them happy. 
(£1 donations in support of Smile Train, thank you.)  

 
 

February 2022 

14th  -  18th February 2022 
Half Term 

 
 

21st – 25th February 2022   
Empathy Week 

 

 
 
 
 

Children's Mental Health Week 
(childrensmentalhealthweek.org.uk)   

DFPA’s Winter Photography Competition 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

To complement our DFPA spring term curriculum 
with its overarching theme of ‘Aspirations and      
Inspirations’ we should like to announce an amazing 
Arts project and competition.  
 

Whilst out enjoying your winter walks, please keep 
your senses alert to the wonderfully astounding, 
beautiful world around you, a world which can      
inspire us.  
 

DFPA’s Winter Photography Competition ‘The      
Miraculous Beauty of Nature’ will be open for       
entries up until 31st January 2022.  
 

Please submit your entry along with a caption or a 
few sentences to describe what your chosen picture 
means to you.   
 

We look forward to receiving all entries, please email 
them to:  

office@downhamfeoffees.org 

DFPA’s Weekly Awards 

 

 

DFPA Celebration Gatherings are held each Friday after-

noon (Thursday this week). All children are able to access 

the celebrations. The students and staff look forward to 

celebrating successes, progress and achievements, weekly. 

 

Reading:  

Rose, Arlo, Ren, Elias, Evie, Amelia, Jenson. 
 

Maths:  

Dominic, Tillie, Tessa, Isaac, Bryony, Arison, James. 
 

Writing:  

Edison, Harry, Tilly, James D, Rosalie, Esme, Rae. 
 

Handwriting:  

Alex, Amraya, Amelia, Beau M, Alex, Heidi Si, Margaret. 
 

Science/Topic:  

Jack, Isabelle, Jonny, Bella, Ethan, Cally, Jake. 
 

Character Strength:  

Jack, Thomas, Lucas, Lewis, Luna, Heidi Sc, Lilly T. 

 

Together we shall continue to work together, aim high and 

achieve more. Well done to all.   

Attendance 24th January - 

28th January 2022 

Lates 

  Whole school target 

96% 

0 

Whole School 94.01% 4 

EYFS 94.5% 1 

Year 1 95.14% 0 

Year 2 98.04% 0 

Year 3 99% 1 

Year 4 85.12% 1 

Year 5 90.5% 0 

Year 6 97.62% 1 

https://www.childrensmentalhealthweek.org.uk/
https://www.childrensmentalhealthweek.org.uk/

