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Welcome to this Week’s Edition of the Newsletter 

Welcomes, Wishes and Fond Farewells 
 

 

 

Staffing Update: 

A new year, a new term and some new staff to warmly welcome to Downham Feoffees Primary Academy (DFPA).  
 

 

Mrs Z Corley: EYFS Class Teacher 

Miss P Davis: Year 1 Class Teacher (Miss Cox continues with us too) 

Mrs H Martin: Teaching Assistant and Midday Supervisor (MDS) 

I am sure you will wish them a warm hello as they teach and support the 

children in their class and across the academy.  

 

At the end of the autumn term, we were sad to say farewell to Mrs Pope and Miss Miller. Mrs Pope worked for                 

approximately 5 years at DFPS (pre-CMAT) and 5 years at DFPA (CMAT) as a teaching assistant, mainly in the Key 

Stage 2 classes (Years 3—6). During Mrs Pope’s initial years at Downham, she ran the after-school provision in 

the mobile. As all things continue to change and evolve, so too has the mobile, it is now our Arts and DT Studio. 

The students and staff are thrilled with how Mr Lupson, DFPA’s Site Assistant, has transformed the area into a 

bright, organised and welcoming learning environment which we shall continue to utilise this term.  

We wish Mrs Pope and Miss Miller all the very best as they move forward on their       

chosen paths. 
 

As Miss Chambers commences her Maternity Leave, I am sure you will join all at DFPA in 

sending her warm wishes for good health and happiness. 

Safeguarding, Safety and Welfare 

This term, we have reintroduced the ‘Healthy Selfie Challenge’. All the children should now be busy thinking of 

ways that they can be healthy in January and the coming months - whether it’s making healthy choices in what 

they eat and drink and/or by keeping their body fit through taking part in some form of extra exercise.  
 

 

 

 

Please can you help us to raise awareness of your child’s health by helping your child enter our ‘Healthy Selfie 

Challenge’? We would like you to take a photo of your child being healthy for a chance to earn points for their 

House team. The photo will be displayed in school to inspire and encourage us all to do the same! If you do not 

have printing facilities at home, photos can be emailed to the school office and we shall print them for you. We 

look forward to seeing your photos.  

DFPA’s Winter Photography Competition 
 

 

 

 

 

To complement our DFPA spring term curriculum with its overarching theme of ‘Aspirations and Inspirations’ 
we should like to announce an amazing Arts project and competition. Whilst out enjoying your winter walks, 
please keep your senses alert to the wonderfully astounding, beautiful world around you, a world which can 
inspire us.  
 

DFPA’s Winter Photography Competition ‘The Miraculous Beauty of Nature’ will be open for entries up until 
31st January 2022. Please submit your entry along with a caption or a few sentences to describe what your    
chosen picture means to you.   
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Applying for a Reception Place at DFPA 

Starting in September 2022 

If your child was born between 1st September 2017 

and 31st August 2018, and you live in Cambridge-

shire, you need to apply for Reception.  All children 

can start Reception in the September following their 

4th birthday. 
 

The deadline for applications is:  15th January 2022 
 

Primary school admissions - September 2022 - Cambridge-

shire County Council  
 

If you would like to book a 1:1 call with Miss Jaques and 

an appointment to tour the school, please contact: 

office@downhamfeoffees.org  

DFPA Library: Poet Tree, Aspirations and Inspirations 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Exciting news, our DFPA library has a feature corner complete with a 

‘Poet Tree‘ in order to inspire the children to read poetry for fun and  

enjoyment. Poetry motivates children to read, it helps to build essential 

skills like phonetic awareness, expression, fluency, vocabulary and     

writing. Continuing to build and extend such skills, leads to reading and 

writing successes. During reading survey completed last term, it was 

identified that the Year 1 and Year 2 children enjoy reading a range of 

genres but poetry at that time was not top of their list. 
 

 
 

 

Within DFPA’s bespoke, rich, creative curriculum, this spring term (after our whole school World Week, 5th—7th 

January 2022), the main strand driving and permeating topics is ‘Aspirations and Inspirations’.  
 
 

 

 

 

•  Who within the locality, Cambridgeshire, the UK, Europe and The World  inspires us?  

•  Who and what do we aspire to be?  

•  Who and what do we aspire to do?   

 

This term, please ask your child(ren) about the topics they are studying and which aspects they are enjoying 

learning about. What are their aspirations and inspirations? Why? 
 

 

Fun Fact: Poets House in Ely is named after Sybil Marshall, who was a local writer and poet. 

Please check for reading books at home 
 
Please can you check at home for 
any reading books that you child 
has read/no longer needs. 
 
If found, please return to the 
class teacher. 
 
Thank you. 
 

 

Trading Cards / Collector Cards 
 

Please do not bring collector/trading cards into 

school.   

 

The cards cause great upset between those children 

who have the cards and those who do not. 

 

Thank you for your cooperation. 

https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/residents/children-and-families/schools-learning/apply-for-a-school-place/primary-reception-junior-or-middle-school
https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/residents/children-and-families/schools-learning/apply-for-a-school-place/primary-reception-junior-or-middle-school


EYFS O’Keeffe Class: DFPA’s World Week - USA 
 

This week, although short, has been full, very busy and productive. Our 

theme this week, as part of DFPA’s World week, has been the United States 

of America (USA), and so in English we have learnt about the American flag 

with 50 stars to  represent the American states. We learnt about places to 

visit and landmarks including the Statue of Liberty which has 354 steps from 

the bottom to the crown. We discussed the White House and The Pentagon 

and what happens in both buildings. Arts and crafts have included creating 

the flag of the United States of America, which is often referred to as the 

American flag, plus Captain America shields.  
 

The interests of the children this week have led us to learn about ice and 

wonder how does the water freeze? We looked at the thickness of the ice 

and how the ice contains bubbles, or even icicles, or ice crystals. We asked 

how we could melt the ice? There were lots of wonderful ideas and           

discussions. 
 

All the children have been welcoming to 

me in my first few days at DFPA, and I 

have enjoyed getting to know them and 

their characteristics and interests this 

week.                                      

 

Mrs Corley 

CMAT / DFPA PLACE AWARDS - How Many Areas Have You Attained? 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The final section of the Downham Feoffees Primary Academy (DFPA) Learning Log contains our academy PLACE 

Awards. DFPA, as part of Cambridge Meridian Academy Trust (CMAT), believe in an all-round education where 

‘every child develops self-confidence, life-skills and leadership experiences’. In order to support our challenging 

curriculum, we have developed and invested in a simple but broad set of Academy PLEDGES (PLACE) that the 

children are expected to complete at Bronze, Silver and Gold levels. 
 

In essence, PLACE is an Awards system which offers the children a range of character building opportunities that 

enhance their learning and development. Some opportunities can be completed in school, for example, taking 

part in a school sports day or supporting a friend in need over a few days. Other opportunities can be completed 

with family and friends outside of school, for example: Take part in a fundraising event outside of school, or visit 

a local attraction and tell your class about it. 
 

The PLACE system aims to encourage and support many important qualities in the children such as leadership, 

citizenship, moral purpose, sense of community and collective responsibility. Many of the PLACE criteria have at 

their core the British Values of: Democracy; The Rule of Law; Individual Liberty; Mutual Respect and  Tolerance. 

All are threaded through and permeate our school’s curriculum. The PLACE awards, offer another avenue in 

which the children can demonstrate these qualities in a fun, creative and meaningful way. 
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Year 5 Da Vinci Class: DFPA’s World Week - Australia 
 

Well done Year 5 for a great start to the spring term. As part of DFPA’s World Week this week, and to escape the 
gloomy weather here, the children experienced three creative days, learning about the country of Australia. Links 
were made across the whole of the curriculum to explore and find out about this fascinating country.  
 

In maths, we incorporated our new topic of fractions, as well as finding out about time zones across the world 
and temperature differences. The children were really engaged as they learnt about some of the fascinating     
geographical wonders, such as the Great Barrier Reef and Ayers Rock. 
 

During their reading sessions, the children explored Aboriginal culture. Below are some 
photos of the beautiful artwork the children created, inspired by their learning this 
week. 

 

2021/2022 
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DFPA Principal’s Weekly Award 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As part of our whole school ethos, we have core values of mutual regard and respect, common aims and look for 

reasonable consistency. We use a relaxed yet vigilant approach where the Positive Behaviour Policy is  followed, 

responsibilities are clear and the rights of all are recognised and respected. DFPA’s Approach and Code of      

Conduct (Positive Growth Mindset/Positive Behaviours/DFPA Character Strengths) is for the whole school     

community to follow. 
 

Character strengths (Learning Behaviours) are planned for, taught, modelled and widely promoted/recognised   

within the academy. House points may be awarded to children demonstrating character strengths. House points 

(merits) are logged on Pupil Asset. KS1 classes also use Class Dojo. 
 

DFPA’s Character Strengths are: 

Respect, Honesty, Perseverance, Resilience, Caring, Responsibility, Kindness and Integrity. 

 

DFPA’s Character Strengths are underpinned by the development of a ‘Positive Growth Mindset’ – ensuring that   

children believe they can be successful and deal with challenge and difficulty positively. 
 

Each week, Miss Jaques takes special note of the children who have displayed DFPA’s high standards and        

expectations. During the 14th week of the academic year, the following children displayed positive growth     

mindsets and were respectful to others. They displayed positive DFPA character strengths throughout the week 

preceding the awards being announced, by Miss Jaques, during Monday afternoon’s whole school Collective 

Gathering. 

 

Miss Jaques looks forward to awarding more laminated Principal’s Awards during the coming weeks.  

Safeguarding, Safety and Welfare 
 

DFPA Winter Warmth Whilst Adhering to Covid 19 Mitigations and Ventilation 
 

 

 

 

As the wintery, icy and blustery weather continues to descend, we are all doing our utmost to keep all as safe as 

is possible whilst attending Downham feoffees Primary Academy (DFPA). 

As such, the windows and doors are open to allow for sufficient ventilation, the heating is on but sometimes it 

does feel somewhat cold for all. Therefore, please do send you child(ren) to school wearing extra layers         

beneath their DFPA school uniform. 

For example: two pairs of socks; tights beneath jogging bottoms on P.E days, a white t-shirt under a school 

blouse / shirt, etc.  PE Hoodies may be brought into school on non-P.E. days to be worn as an additional layer if 

needed.  Thank you for your continued support.  



 

Exciting News: After-school Clubs for the Spring Term 2022 
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Football and Forest School Clubs are full 

but Musical Theatre Club does have  

spaces.  

Clubs will begin w/c 17th January 

Singing Lessons & Choir with Sian Hornby 

Sian will be offering individual singing lessons 

for children in Year 2 upwards on Monday  

afternoons.  Lessons are £15 for 30 minutes or 

£10 for 20 minutes. To register your child, 

please email: office@downhamfeoffees.org  

Choir is held on Monday lunchtimes. 
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Attendance 5th January —     

7th January 2022 

Lates 

  Whole school target 

96% 

0 

Whole School 98.38% 8 

EYFS 99.24% 1 

Year 1 98.67% 1 

Year 2 100% 2 

Year 3 99.14% 1 

Year 4 98.7% 1 

Year 5 92.5% 1 

Year 6 100% 1 

DFPA’s Academy Council 

Our Academy Councillors are: 

• Mark Hollington (Chair) 

• Susan Jaques (Principal) 

• Richard Spencer 

• Leighton Barker 

• Anthony Brown 

• Adam Steels 

• Jayne Young 

• Magdalena Syposz (Clerk) 

DFPA’s Weekly Awards 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

DFPA Celebration Gatherings are held each Friday 
afternoon. All children are able to access the         
celebrations. The students and staff look forward to 
celebrating successes, progress and achievements, 
weekly. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Reading: Dominic, Ayva, Emily, Isaac, Finley, James, 
Herbert. 
Maths: Evie, Ava-Rose, Darcy, Johnathan-Lee, Miles, 
Olly, Josh. 
Writing: Edison, Miller, Will, Elias, Mia, Lexi W,       
Jenson. 
Handwriting: Jack, Benedict, Lucas, Harry, Jamie,   
Arison, Lilly H. 
Science/Topic: Kensley, Phoebe, Amelia, Olivia,    
Chhaya, Amelia, Margaret. 
Character Strength: Lilly, Brooklyn, Jonny, Grace,   
Bryony, Esme, Lilly T 

 

 

Together we shall continue to work together, aim 

high and achieve more. Well done to all.   

DFPA’s Upcoming Dates: 

 

 

All at DFPA Wish You  
‘A Happy New Year’. 

 

January 2022 
 

 

 

Wednesday, 5th January 2022 
Spring Term 2022 commences for the children 
 

Wednesday, 5th January 2022 to  
Friday, 7th January 2022 
DFPA’s whole school ‘World Week’ 
 
 

Countries:   
EYFS - USA   
Year 1 - Africa  
Year 2 - France  
Year 3 - Thailand  
Year 4 - India  
Year 5 - Australia  
Year 6 - Poland  
 

Learning related to European / World countries represented 
amongst the children and their families within our school 
community.  


