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Welcome to this Week’s Edition of the Newsletter 

         Celebrating Christmas at Downham Feoffees Primary Academy 
  

Due to current ongoing Covid-19 mitigations, we were unable to take our annual Christmas trip to St. Leonard’s 
Church again this year. But the children and staff did not miss out, we were able to do the next best thing; we 
held our Christingle Celebration in school, welcoming in Pastor Mark Rodel to visit us (dressed as a giant 
Christingle no less!). 

 
Prior to today’s celebration, KS2 children (Years 3 to 6) spent a productive afternoon, making their own 
Christingle with visitor Karen Relton of the Countess Church, Ely. The EYFS and KS1 (Reception, Years 1 and 2) 
children were kindly given their own Christingle to take home, made for them by the people of our local       
community, St Leonard’s Church, Little Downham. 

 
Everyone enjoyed singing a couple of familiar carols and learnt from Pastor Mark about the relevance of each of 
the individual items of the Christingle and their significance to Christians. The candle represents light in the 
world, bringing hope. 

 
Thank you to ‘DFPA’s Heads of Pupil Voice’ Lily and Josh, for their recitation of an alternative version of the   
well-known Christmas poem, ‘Twas the Night Before Christmas. 

 

 
 

Christmas Cheer in Little Downham 
 

This year, St. Leonard’s church are asking the local community to tie ribbons on the church 

railings to signify support for the community.  

We would love for the children and their families to get involved and tie a ribbon to the 

railings as you are walking past. We are looking forward to seeing a colourful, cheerful  

entrance to St. Leonards in the run up to Christmas.  

Merry Christmas to All, 

from DFPA. 

Have a happy, safe 

 festive time. 
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Applying for a Reception Place at DFPA   

Staring in September 2022 

If your child was born between 1st September 2017 

and 31st August 2018, and you live in                     

Cambridgeshire, you need to apply for Reception. 
 

All children can start Reception in the September 

following their 4th birthday. 
 

The deadline for applications is: 

15th January 2022 
 

Primary school admissions - September 2022 - Cambridge-

shire County Council  

 

Year 2 Van Gogh Class:  Christmas Maths and Egyptian Design Technology 
 

 

 

Year 2 have been having fun making lots of different crafts, linked to their maths and arts 

activities. The children have learnt how to make paper chains, snowflakes and springy     

Santas to decorate their classroom. Some of the children worked together to see if they 

could make one long paper chain and after measuring, they had  managed to reach 3.85m.  

 

During the week, Van Gogh Class concluded their Ancient Egyptian topic by discussing 

Egyptian toys and games. The children discussed the toys and games which we have     

nowadays and which ones they would not have found or had in Egypt when the Pharaohs 

ruled, such as electronic devices, plastic dolls and games. Afterwards, Year 2 played 

‘Mehen’, a game played commonly in Ancient Egypt. Everyone had fun trying to get their 

pieces around the board. Finally, the class created their own board games inspired by their 

Egyptian topic - creating special squares that could send you forwards, or backwards, by 

landing on the treasure or getting trapped in a tomb, as well as designing their own     

playing pieces to resemble Mummies or Pharaohs.  Well done, Year 2. 

Safeguarding, Safety & Welfare 
 

 

 

 

 

The UK Safer Internet Centre Insider (UKSIC ) 
 
 

 

 

 

For advice and resources to help, please visit the  
following website: 

 

 
4 tips for giving tech gifts this Christmas -  
UK Safer Internet Centre  
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

1. Set up and play with the device before wrapping. 

2. Discuss your expectations. 
3. Give practical safety tips. 
4. Keep the conversations going. 

 

https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/residents/children-and-families/schools-learning/apply-for-a-school-place/primary-reception-junior-or-middle-school
https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/residents/children-and-families/schools-learning/apply-for-a-school-place/primary-reception-junior-or-middle-school
https://saferinternet.org.uk/blog/4-tips-for-giving-tech-gifts-this-christmas
https://saferinternet.org.uk/blog/4-tips-for-giving-tech-gifts-this-christmas
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Year 4 Monet Class: ‘Ancient Roman and Ancient Greek Day’ 
 

On Thursday, to celebrate all of their learning this term, Monet class held their ‘Ancient Roman and Ancient 

Greek Day’. The children came to school in dressed in some fantastic outfits. We had Zeus, Medusa, Gladiators 

and even some Emperors enter the Year 4 classroom. Monet class completed some great activities during the 

day. They looked at what would have been served at a Roman Banquet and then planned a banquet of their 

own for either a Roman Senator or a Roman Soldier. Afterwards, they learnt a song about Boudicca and some 

of the Roman and Greek Gods and Goddesses. Year 4 created their own taboo games to play with the rest of 

the class. This involved having to describe vocabulary from this term’s topic without saying certain words.     

Monet class had originally played this game during their first topic lesson of this term; it was super to see how 

the children’s knowledge had progressed and expanded throughout the autumn term, through the many 

teaching and learning opportunities and experiences planned and carried out. Overall, it was a fantastic way to 

end Year 4’s Autumn term topic, ‘Ancient Romans and Ancient Greeks’.  Well done, Year 4. 

 

 

 

 

Attendance 13th December — 

17th December 2021 

Lates 

  Whole school target 

96% 

0 

Whole School 92.77% 7 

EYFS 87.02% 1 

Year 1 96.8% 1 

Year 2 91.96% 1 

Year 3 95% 2 

Year 4 96.15% 1 

Year 5 89.9% 1 

Year 6 90.91% 0 

DFPA’s Upcoming Dates: 

 
December 2021 

 
Friday, 17th December 2021 
• DFPA FODA non-uniform Day (£1 Donation to FODA) 

• DFPA Class Christmas Parties (Each child to bring their 
own small plate of food, to eat late afternoon, in class, 
after party games). 

• Christingle in school for the children and staff 

• DFPA end of Term Awards 

• Christmas Holiday commences. Children return Wednes-
day, 5th January 2022. Merry Christmas and A Happy 
New Year to all. 

 

All at DFPA Wish You All  
A Merry Christmas and A Happy New Year. 
 

January 2022 
 

 

 

Wednesday, 5th January 2022 
Spring Term 2022 commences for the children 
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Exciting News: After-school Clubs for the Spring Term 2022 
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Don’t miss your opportunity 

to join. Go online to book, 

spaces fill quickly. 


