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Welcome to this Week’s Edition of the Newsletter 

DFPA’s Armistice Day Remembrance  

 

 

 

 

 

On Thursday this week, DFPA recognised the importance and significance of           

Remembrance Day. All classes marked the two minutes silence by coming together 

on the playground to reflect and think about the sacrifices made by men and women 

who served in the Armed Forces. Our two Heads of Pupil Voice read the famous po-

em ‘In Flanders Fields’ by John McCrae. It  was very moving to see such respect and          

consideration  shown by  all of our children and staff. We were pleased to be joined 

by our Chair of Academy Council, 

Mark Hollington, for the event. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Children who are part of the Scouting 

and Guiding Movement came to 

school dressed in their uniforms, 

looking very smart in honour of the 

significant day. In Year 6, the children 

could align their new knowledge 

gained during their World War Two 

topic with Remembrance Day,      

making it even more meaningful.  

EYFS O’Keeffe Class: Bonfires, Poetry and Poppies 
 

 

 

 

 

This week in EYFS, the children have been learning about Bonfire Night and Remembrance 

Day. The children created a range of fantastic art work depicting fireworks and bonfires  

using chalk, paint, cutting and sticking.  All of the children contributed to creating large  

poppies to be displayed in their classroom.  
 
 

 

 

 

As a class, O’Keeffe learnt a poem during their English sessions entitled, ‘ZIM, ZAM, ZOOM’ 

by James Carter. The children enjoyed rehearsing this poem on a daily basis and coming 

up with their own actions to help them remember and perform it.  
 

 

In maths, the children have been exploring numbers within six, developing an understanding of one more and 

one fewer. The children particularly enjoyed 

singing, ‘Five Little Speckled Frogs’ at the  

beginning of their maths lessons.  
 

O’Keeffe class particularly enjoyed Forest 

School. This week, the children made their 

very own bonfires. They demonstrated how 

to light a fire (pretend!), plus they each 

made a bonfire using the sticks and logs.  

DFPA Parent/Carer Helpers 
 

 

 

A HUGE thank you to all parents and carers who have volunteered to come into DFPA to read with the children. 
Thank you to all who either attended the meeting with Miss Chambers on the 9th November about reading, or 
who communicated with Miss Chambers thereafter. We look forward to welcoming you all next week. 
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Year 3 Hockney Class: Playscripts 

 

 

This week, Year 3 have been learning about          

playscripts in English and they focussed on stage         

directions. Stage directions are instructions in the 

text of a play indicating the movement, position, or 

tone of an actor, or instructions for the sound effects 

and lighting). The children thought about how the 

stage directions help the reader / actor to               

understand how to portray the character within the 

play.  

 

Hockney class had fun writing their own stage direc-

tions for ‘The Three Little Pigs’, thinking carefully 

about how each character would act and move. 

Afterwards, they acted out their plays, using the 

stage directions to creatively bring their characters 

to life with energy and enthusiasm. 

 

 

DFPA Supporting BBC Children in Need 

Friday, 19th November: 
 

Theme 2021: Together we can change young lives. 
 

On Friday, 19th November DFPA     

invites all children, staff and families 

to wear clothing with spots and/or 

stripes. Please donate £1 each to this 

amazing charity.  

 

We will also have a second hand toy 

sale to raise money. Please see the email from Mrs 

Stead (emailed on 5th November 2021).  
 

If you have any loose change, UK currency, please 

send it into school with you child(ren) on the 19th 

November, and we shall create our very own 2D    

Pudsey Bear. Thank you in advance for your support. 

DFPA Are Very Much 

Looking Forward to 

the Children’s  

Christmas Productions 
Currently, we are busy with all planning and          

preparations for Christmas.  We very much hope to 

be able to invite parents and carers in to DFPA to join 

in the festivities. However, with the ongoing        

Covid-19 pandemic, this will be dependent on the 

situation at the time of our Christmas Events. If it is 

not possible to invite parents and carers in, we shall 

record the productions and send you the link, so you 

can enjoy watching the production together. 

Additional Lunch Time Clubs 
 

 

Commencing next week on Wednesday, 17th          

November Mrs Stead will be running a lunch time    

Jigsaw Club, from 12:30pm—1:00pm.  
 

 

Also commencing next week on Thursday, 18th       

November, Miss Jaques will be running a lunch time 

Colouring Club from 12:30pm—1:00pm. If your child is 

interested in joining, please ask them to speak to Mrs 

Stead / Miss Jaques on Monday. 
 

 

 

Both clubs were requested by DFPA’s School Council.  

During the spring term, staff will offer other clubs as 

requested by the School Council. 
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DFPA’s Half Term Drawing Competition  
 

As part of DFPA’s book project with the local community for World Book Day 2021, 

we received a wealth of recounts, stories and poems about your experiences of living 

in Little Downham and Pymoor. During the October 2021 half term, we held a whole 

school competition to have your artwork featured on the front/back cover of our 

book. The entries received will be judged by a member of the local community      

imminently, with a winner for EYFS/KS1 (R, Yr1, Yr2) and a winner for KS2 (Yrs 3—6) 

announced thereafter. Thank you to all who took part. 
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DFPA Principal’s Weekly Award 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As part of our whole school ethos, we have core values of mutual regard and respect, common aims and look for 

reasonable consistency. We use a relaxed yet vigilant approach where the Positive Behaviour Policy is  followed, 

responsibilities are clear and the rights of all are recognised and respected. DFPA’s Approach and Code of      

Conduct (Positive Growth Mindset/Positive Behaviours/DFPA Character Strengths) is for the whole school     

community to follow. 
 

Character strengths (Learning Behaviours) are planned for, taught, modelled and widely promoted/recognised   

within the academy. House points may be awarded to children demonstrating character strengths. House points 

(merits) are logged on Pupil Asset. KS1 classes also use Class Dojo. 
 

DFPA’s Character Strengths are: 

Respect, Honesty, Perseverance, Resilience, Caring, Responsibility, Kindness and Integrity. 

 

DFPA’s Character Strengths are underpinned by the development of a ‘Positive Growth Mindset’ – ensuring that   

children believe they can be successful and deal with challenge and difficulty positively. 
 

Each week, Miss Jaques takes special note of the children who have displayed DFPA’s high standards and        

expectations. During the 8th week of the academic year, the following children displayed positive growth     

mindsets and were respectful to others. They displayed positive DFPA character strengths throughout the week 

preceding the awards being announced, by Miss Jaques, during Monday afternoon’s whole school Collective 

Gathering. 

 

Miss Jaques looks forward to awarding more laminated Principal’s Awards during the coming weeks.  

DFPA School Council 
DFPA’s School Council have been enjoying their fortnightly meetings with Mrs 
Stead, and are proving to be keen, responsible and instrumental in suggesting 
things to make the pupil experience at our school broad, exciting and interesting.  
 
Liaising  with their classes, they  have brought  ideas to the  meetings for extra 
curricular clubs (which start next week), name suggestions for our new school 
mascot, and ideas to raise money for Children in Need. School  Council’s  next  
project will be leading the creation of class  planters to  display plants and flowers 
outside each classroom. They are planning to upcycle used tyres using acrylic 
paints and source seeds, plants and soil for each class to use.  
 
For now, we would like to formally introduce you to ‘Owliver’, our school mas-
cot. The name was chosen by a democratic vote, winning for its play on words.  

Owliver 
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Safeguarding, Safety & Welfare 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

A polite reminder: 
 

Please do not bring in, or send, any items to 
school which contain nuts, or nut products, 

in any form.  
 

Thank you 

Source: 

www.bing.com 
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Attendance 8th November —     

12th November 2021 

Lates 

  Whole school target 

96% 

0 

Whole School 97.21% 0 

EYFS 100% 0 

Year 1 97.72% 0 

Year 2 99.04% 0 

Year 3 100% 0 

Year 4 99.23% 0 

Year 5 88.89% 0 

Year 6 94.88% 0 

Safeguarding, Safety & Welfare 
 

 

 

 

Cyber Security -  

5 Things To Remember 

DFPA’s Weekly Awards 

 

 

DFPA Celebration Gatherings are held each Friday 

afternoon (Thursday this week). All children are able 

to access the celebrations. The students and staff 

look forward to celebrating successes, progress and 

achievements, weekly. 
 

 

 

Reading: Jessica, Clara, Antoni, James H, Alex, James, 
Jenson. 
Maths: Evie, Louis, Lucy, Louis, Kenzie, Poppy, Lottie. 
Writing: Jack, Emma, Annabel, Markas, Emma T,    
Lorenzo, Leah. 
Handwriting: Rose, Aaron, Grace, Harry, Evie, Heidi 
Sc, Margaret. 
Science/Topic: Jacob, Amraya, Darcy, Grace, Finley, 
Arison, Jake. 
Character Strength: Eme, Brooklyn, Will, Jaden, Emma 
D, Tate, Lilly T. 
 

 

 

Midday Supervisor Award: Karabella (Yr4), Whitney 
and Esme (Y5) 

 

 
 

Together we shall continue to work together, aim 
high and achieve more. Well done to all.   

DFPA’s Upcoming Dates: 

 

 

November 2021 

Monday, 15th—Friday, 19th November 2021: 
Anti-Bullying Week 
Children and staff invited to wear odd socks on Monday, 15th. It's a 
great way to celebrate what makes us all unique to mark the start 
of Anti-Bullying Week.  
 

Thursday, 18th November 2021: 
Individual school photographs. 
Year 5 to wear DFPA uniform and bring DFPA PE kit to change into. 
 

Friday, 19th November 2021: 
DFPA supporting BBC Children in Need. Wear spots and/or stripes 
to school. £1 donation.  
Toy sale at the end of the school day (Please see the letter emailed 
on 5th November for information), 50p per toy. 
Please, send in loose change (UK currency), so we may create a 2D 
Pudsey Bear. 
 

 

December 2021 
Friday, 10th December 2021: 
FODA Christmas Shop 
DFPA children and staff—Christmas Jumper Day 
 

Wednesday, 15th December 2021: 
Taylor Shaw’s DFPA Christmas Lunch 

 

Cyber security is something that adapts as time goes 
on, changing as technology gets more sophisticated 
and attackers get more savvy. The fundamentals    
remain the same though and a basic understanding is 
sometimes all we need to keep ourselves   protected.  
 

For Cyber Security month, the UK Safer Internet     
Centre’s partners at South West Grid for Learning 
(SWGfL) have compiled the top 5 five things to       
remember when it comes to keeping your                 
information safe online. For further information, 
please cut and paste the following link into your 
browser: 
Cyber Security - 5 Things To Remember | Safer Internet 
Centre  

DFPA Christmas Productions 2021: 
 

 

The EYFS/KS1 Christmas Costumes and Invite Letter 
was emailed today Friday, 12th November 2021. 
 

A letter for KS2 (Years 3 to 6) will be emailed to    
parents/carers next week, 15th—19th November 
2021, regarding the KS2 Christmas Production     
arrangements, along with Covid mitigations.  

https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/blog/cyber-security-5-things-remember
https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/blog/cyber-security-5-things-remember

