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Welcome to this Week’s Edition of the Newsletter 

DFPA Covid-19 Mitigations and DFPA Parent/Carer, plus Staff Surveys  

 

We hope you all had a good half term holiday and remain as safe as is possible during the continuing Covid-19      

pandemic. It was super to welcome the children back to DFPA on Tuesday, 2nd November 2021ll at DFPA are  

continuing with our mitigations, policies and procedures, and will shall continue to amend accordingly in        

response to need as and when outlined in Government and Public Health England (PHE) publications. In the 

meantime: 
 

Control measures that DFPA will continue to implement, November 2021: 

Ensure good hygiene for everyone. 

Maintain appropriate cleaning regimes. 

Keep occupied spaces well ventilated. 

Follow public health advice on testing, self-isolation and managing confirmed cases of COVID-19.  
 

Many thanks to all DFPA parents, carers and staff members who took the time to complete our surveys which 

were sent out to all prior to the half term holiday. We look forward to collating answers and sharing with you 

the positives, plus any significant areas for addressing. As an academy, we continually strive to plan for and    

deliver an ambitious, bespoke creative curriculum which meets the needs of our learners — academically,       

socially and emotionally, including regular opportunities for increased physical exercise and wellbeing activities. 

Please note: The outdoor gym equipment will only be used on certain days during the winter months when 

the staff on playground duty that session/day confirm it is safe to do so.  

Year 6 Picasso Class: Super Science 
 

 

This week, Year 6 have been investigating their new science topic of light. They carried out a number of             

investigations to find out what they already knew about this topic including classifying different materials          

depending on whether they were opaque, transparent or translucent. They were tasked with designing an        

investigation to answer the question: 'Does light travel in a straight line?' The children investigated in a number 

of ways, including testing torch light down a series of bent and straight pipes. They had predicted that if light 

only travelled in a straight line, then no coloured light should be seen at the end of a bent tube. They found that 

this was completely correct but did discover that a small amount of light could still be seen through a bent tube 

as some light was reflected on the shiny tube surface. The class also continued to test their theories using       

mirrors and torches and were able to capture pictures of straight reflected beams. Picasso class is looking       

forward to putting their learning into practice next week when making their model periscopes.  
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Year 2 Van Gogh Class: Art/DT Day 

 

Before half term, Year 2 made Canopic jars as part of 

their Art/DT Day for topic. After learning about what 

they were used for in Ancient Egypt, and what they 

looked like, everyone created their own version. The 

children used a range of tools to create different   

designs, patterns and textures on the base and then 

moulded the features of the animal heads for the lid. 

After letting them dry during half term, Van Gogh 

class are looking forward to finishing them by 

painting them.  

 

 

 

In Maths, Year 2 have started looking at measures and 

using different units of measure such as metres and 

centimetres. At the start of the week, Van Gogh class 

used their metre sticks to find objects outside that 

were greater than, or less than, one metre and      

recorded them in their books  

 

 

DFPA Supporting BBC Children in Need 

Friday, 19th November: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Theme 2021: Together we can 

change young lives. 
 

On Friday, 19th November DFPA     

invites all children, staff and families 

to wear clothing with spots and/or 

stripes. Please donate £1 each to this 

amazing charity.  

 

We will also have a second hand toy sale to raise 

money. Please see the email from Mrs Stead today.  
 

If you have any loose change, UK currency, please 

send it into school with you child(ren) on the 19th 

November, and we shall create our very own 2D    

Pudsey Bear. Thank you in advance for your support. 

NB. No nut products in any form. 



Newsletter 5th November 2021 
Part of the CMAT family of Academies 

FODA Marathon and DFPA FODA Mini Marathon 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

On Sunday, 3rd October 2021, Erica ran the virtual London marathon 
around our local area to raise money for our school. She had some 
lovely support on the day and finished with a group of children running      
alongside her!  
 
On Monday, 11th October, some of our FODA committee, including     
Erica, came into school to run the mini marathon with the children. 
EYFS and Years 1, 2 and 3 ran for 26 minutes, then Years 4, 5 and 6 ran 
2.6 miles afterwards. It was a fantastic afternoon, enjoyed by all. The 
children will receive their much waited for badge or medal from        
London marathon very soon!  
 
We would like to thank everyone for their support with this event, with 
your support and kindness, £2,754 was raised which is an absolutely 
amazing amount. We look forward to spending some of the money 
raised for events and resources for the children, which you will be    
notified about in due course. 

 
With many thanks from,  
 

Helen, Erica and all at FODA and DFPA. 
 

 

A HUGE thank you, with your support 

and kindness, £2,754 was raised. 
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DFPA’s Half Term Drawing Competition  
 

As part of DFPA’s book project with the local community for World Book Day 2021, 

we received a wealth of recounts, stories and poems about your experiences of living 

in Little Downham and Pymoor. During the October 2021 half term, we held a whole 

school competition to have your artwork featured on the front/back cover of our 

book. The entries received will be judged by a member of the local community      

imminently, with a winner for EYFS/KS1 (R, Yr1, Yr2) and a winner for KS2 (Yrs 3—6) 

announced thereafter. Thank you to all who took part. 
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DFPA Principal’s Weekly Award 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As part of our whole school ethos, we have core values of mutual regard and respect, common aims and look for 

reasonable consistency. We use a relaxed yet vigilant approach where the Positive Behaviour Policy is  followed, 

responsibilities are clear and the rights of all are recognised and respected. DFPA’s Approach and Code of      

Conduct (Positive Growth Mindset/Positive Behaviours/DFPA Character Strengths) is for the whole school     

community to follow. 
 

Character strengths (Learning Behaviours) are planned for, taught, modelled and widely promoted/recognised   

within the academy. House points may be awarded to children demonstrating character strengths. House points 

(merits) are logged on Pupil Asset. KS1 classes also use Class Dojo. 
 

DFPA’s Character Strengths are: 

Respect, Honesty, Perseverance, Resilience, Caring, Responsibility, Kindness and Integrity. 

 

DFPA’s Character Strengths are underpinned by the development of a ‘Positive Growth Mindset’ – ensuring that   

children believe they can be successful and deal with challenge and difficulty positively. 
 

Each week, Miss Jaques takes special note of the children who have displayed DFPA’s high standards and        

expectations. During the 7th week of the academic year, the following children displayed positive growth     

mindsets and were respectful to others. They displayed positive DFPA character strengths throughout the week 

preceding the awards being announced, by Miss Jaques, during Monday afternoon’s whole school Collective 

Gathering. 

 

Miss Jaques looks forward to awarding more laminated Principal’s Awards during the coming weeks.  



 

Newsletter 5th November 2021 
Part of the CMAT family of Academies 



 

Newsletter 5th November 2021 
Part of the CMAT family of Academies 



 

Newsletter 5th November 2021 
Part of the CMAT family of Academies 



Newsletter 5th November 2021 
Part of the CMAT family of Academies 

Attendance 2nd November —     

5th November 2021 

Lates 

  Whole school target 

96% 

0 

Whole School 97.39% 2 

EYFS 96.59% 0 

Year 1 99% 0 

Year 2 98.81% 0 

Year 3 97.22% 0 

Year 4 97.12% 0 

Year 5 96.71% 1 

Year 6 96.02% 1 

Safeguarding, Safety & Welfare 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cyber Security - 5 Things To Remember 

DFPA’s Weekly Awards 

 

 

DFPA Celebration Gatherings are held each Friday 

afternoon (Thursday this week). All children are able 

to access the celebrations. The students and staff 

look forward to celebrating successes, progress and 

achievements, weekly. 
 

 

 

Reading: Rose, Phoebe, Alex, Sadie-Grace, Mia, Esme, 
Lilly T. 
Maths: Jack, Thomas, Teddy, Scarlett, Chhaya, William 
O, Jack. 
Writing: Annellie, Ava-Rose, Tessa, Olivia, Scarlett, 
Whitney, Willow. 
Handwriting: Aleksander, Sid, Amelia, Beau W, Laura, 
Heidi Sc, James. 
Science/Topic: Lewis, Arlo, Lucas, James D, Olly, Lois, 
Rae. 
Character Strength: Meri, Eddie, Chloe, Harry, Eve, 
Holly, Riley. 
 

 

 

Midday Supervisor Award:  Karabella (4), Esme (5) 

 

 
 

Together we shall continue to work together, aim high and 
achieve more. Well done to all.   

DFPA’s Upcoming Dates: 
 
 

 

 

November 2021 

Friday, 12th November 

Flu vaccinations in school. 

Thursday, 18th November:  

Individual school photographs.. 
 

Friday, 19th November: 

DFPA supporting BBC Children in Need. Wear spots 

and/or stripes to school. £1 donation.  

Toy sale at the end of the school day (Letter to follow 

soon, regarding this event). 

Please, send in loose change (UK currency), so we may 

create a 2D Pudsey Bear. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

December 2021 

Friday, 10th December 2021: 

FODA Christmas Shop 

DFPA children and staff—Christmas Jumper Day 

 

Cyber security is something that adapts as time goes 

on, changing as technology gets more sophisticated 

and attackers get more savvy. The fundamentals    

remain the same though and a basic understanding is 

sometimes all we need to keep ourselves   protected.  
 

For Cyber Security month, the UK Safer Internet     
Centre’s partners at South West Grid for Learning 
(SWGfL) have compiled the top 5 five things to       
remember when it comes to keeping your                 
information safe online. 

For further information, please cut and paste the   

following link into your browser: 

 

Cyber Security - 5 Things To Remember | Safer Internet 
Centre  

https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/blog/cyber-security-5-things-remember
https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/blog/cyber-security-5-things-remember

