
Newsletter 8th October 2021 
Part of the CMAT family of Academies 

Welcome to this Week’s Edition of the Newsletter 

DFPA PLACE Awards, DFPA Mini Marathon Runners, #HelloYellow and First Class 
 

 

This week, we have been delighted to see several photos of children from across 

the school, who have productively participated in a range of activities in order to 

work towards gaining their PLACE Awards, relevant to their year groups. We are 

extremely proud of our DFPA children and thankful to supportive parents and      

carers, many of the activities completed benefit the children and others within the 

community. 

 

Thank you to all who were able to support and 

cheer Erica on, along route, during the virtual 

London marathon, last Sunday.  

 

A HUGE thank you for all donations made on the sponsorship page. All at DFPA are looking forward to taking 

part in our mini marathon on the afternoon of Monday, 11th October in the afternoon. If you would like to 

sponsor, please visit the Just Giving page. Many thanks to our fantastic FODA team for organising this with our 

P.E Lead.  

https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/ downhamfeoffeesprimaryacademy?utm_term=xa6GJ8a8M 
 

Today, the children and staff dressed in something yellow in support of #HelloYellow, Mental Health Day. Thank 

you for all £1 donations in support of this charity. DFPA’s Mental Health Lead will write an article for next week’s 

newsletter. 
 

On Thursday, 21st October the fabulous photo which was taken of the children in DFPA’s Reception Class, 

O’Keeffe Class, will be featured in The Ely Standard publication in their Reception ‘Starting School’ article.  Please 

do keep an eye out for the photo, it is fantastic. 

    
 

 

 

 

  

 
 

 

 

 

Meet DFPA’s Academy Councillors 
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Year 3 Hockney Class: Stone Age Hunter-Gathers 

At the beginning of the week, the Year 3 children became hunter-gatherers. 

They had 10 minutes to gather as many nut and berry cards that they could 

find by working in their ‘family groups’. Hockney class had to be careful not to 

gather any poisonous plant cards such as Hogweed or Deadly                     

Nightshade. Year 3 then had a go at hunting Stone Age animals - this proved 

very difficult. If the children ‘missed’, the animals ran off, or they could have 

killed the hunter instead. Most groups managed to gather and hunt enough 

food to survive the winter. 

 

In English this week, Hockney class used their growing English and drama 

skills, to act out scenarios, depicting what life might have been like if they 

were in the Stone Age. The children acted out, rehearsed and spoke through 

their stories in groups, to make sure that their stories were interesting to the 

reader. 

Year 2 Van Gogh Class: Science Investigation 
 

In Science, Year 2 have been investigating different materials and their properties. The children have looked at 

a range of materials including metal, plastic, paper, wood and glass. During their lesson this week, they        

predicted which materials they thought they could squeeze, bend, twist and stretch. After much discussion 

and debating, they decided they could not squeeze a metal can because it was hard, but that they could 

stretch an elastic band. The children then went around the room testing how they could change the shape of 

different objects including a cloth, a plastic straw and a ball of clay. 
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Safeguarding, Welfare and Wellbeing 

E-safety 
 
 

 

 

Discussions around Internet safety play an important role in the work we do in school and e-safety skills are 
integral to the new Computing curriculum so as to ensure that we safeguard our young people against the 
pitfalls of accessing online platforms. 
 
The Internet is a powerful tool and when used sensibly is an amazing resource that allows our pupils to learn, 
connect and communicate.  We want to take this opportunity to share with you the key messages that we are 
giving to our children via the attached resources and draw your attention to the Supporting Young People 
Online document from Childnet International.  Through this we can be consistent with the advice and support 
we are offering our children both at home and in school. 
 
In an age where technology and software appear to change on an almost daily basis it can seem like an         
impossible task of keeping track of the latest sites and apps available to our children however the attached  
advice does, as we are sure you will agree, remain applicable for all forms of online activity.  Although many 
parents and carers are aware of the issues raised by popular social media platforms (Facebook, Instagram, etc) 
and adhere to their 13+ age restrictions many people have been caught out by other, seemingly innocuous, 
apps and games such as Skype & ooVoo (video chat software), Minecraft, Snapchat and online gaming via    
consoles.  The attached document and the links below aim to raise the awareness of some of the issues        
surrounding these areas. 
 
Childnet advice: http://www.childnet.com/parents-and-carers 

Minecraft advice: https://www.nspcc.org.uk/preventing-abuse/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/minecraft-
a-parents-guide/ 

Skype advice for parents: https://www.net-aware.org.uk/networks/skype/ 

Online gaming advice: https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/online-games/ 

 
 

Online safety 
 

Many of you will be online yourself and your children may be spending more time online than usual. We would 
like to point out to you the ‘Think you know’ resources available to ensure your children know how to stay safe 
online and protect themselves from cyberbullying. There is general advice and some excellent videos for each 
age group including activities, specifically designed for COVID-19 lockdown, for you to follow up with your     
children at timings appropriate to your household. 
 
Think You Know advice: https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/support-tools/home-activity-worksheets 

Online gaming advice: https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/online-games/ 

 
On the UK Safer Internet Centre website (Primary Zone for 3 – 11 year olds) you will find films, storybooks and 
other fun sites, with plenty of information to help you and your children enjoy your time online and stay safe 
on the internet. 
 
UK Safer Internet Centre advice: https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/advice-centre/young-people/resources-3-
11s 
 
If you have any questions or concerns regarding this matter, please do not hesitate to contact the school office. 
office@downhamfeoffees.org 
 
Please also see DFPA’s website for further information and useful links. 

http://www.childnet.com/parents-and-carers
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/preventing-abuse/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/minecraft-a-parents-guide/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/preventing-abuse/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/minecraft-a-parents-guide/
https://www.net-aware.org.uk/networks/skype/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/online-games/
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/support-tools/home-activity-worksheets
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/online-games/
https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/advice-centre/young-people/resources-3-11s
https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/advice-centre/young-people/resources-3-11s


DFPA Principal’s Weekly Award 

 

 

DFPA’s Character Strengths are: 
Respect, Honesty, Perseverance,  
Resilience, Caring, Responsibility,  
Kindness and Integrity. 

 

DFPA’s Character Strengths are             

underpinned by the development of a 

‘Positive Growth Mindset’ – ensuring 

that children believe they can be         

successful and deal with challenge and 

difficulty positively. 

 

 

 

 

Weekly, Miss Jaques takes special note of the children who have displayed DFPA’s high standards and              

expectations. During the 4th week of the academic year, the following children displayed positive growth     

mindsets and were respectful to others. They displayed positive DFPA character strengths throughout the week      

preceding the awards being announced by Miss Jaques, during Monday afternoon’s whole school Collective 

Gathering. 
 

Miss Jaques looks forward to awarding more laminated Principal’s Awards during the coming weeks.  
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DFPA’s School Council 
 

We would like to extend congratulations to the children who have been elected as School Councillors for the 

academic year 2021-2022. All classes conducted anonymous elections, where any children who had not        

previously been a member of the School Council could put themselves forward for the role. Older children 

wrote speeches which were delivered by the class teacher (to remain anonymous) and democratic voting took 

place to elect the person the class thought would be good at representing their views in school. Younger     

children explained why they would be good at making a positive contribution to school life at DFPA. 
 

As part of their role, the councillors will attend regular meetings with Mrs Stead, and liaise with the classes to 

continue to further enhance the learning environment and pupil experience at school. Some projects coming 

up include creating a whole school piece of artwork on canvas for the library, and discussing which                

extra-curricular clubs would be most welcomed by the children in school. We are also about to name our 

beautifully designed school mascot. 
 

We have also elected the House Captains in Year 6, along with 

two children as ‘Head of Pupil Voice’.  
 

It will be marvellous for the         

children to continue to have their 

own input to school life, and be so 

well invested in it too.  
 

Congratulations to all children and 

good luck in your new roles. 
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Attendance 4th October —     

8th October 2021 

Lates 

  Whole school target 

96% 

0 

Whole School 96.5% 0 

EYFS 96.1% 0 

Year 1 98.3% 0 

Year 2 99.1% 0 

Year 3 97.8% 0 

Year 4 96.1% 1 

Year 5 95.7% 0 

Year 6 92.6% 0 

CCC School Admissions Deadlines 

Is your child due to start Reception (EYFS)              

in September 2022? 
 

 

 

If your child was born between 1st September 2017 and 

31st August 2018, and you live in Cambridgeshire you need 

to  apply for Reception for September 2022. Please follow 

this link for information and to apply:  

Primary school admissions - September 2022 - Cambridge-

shire County Council   
 

Online application process opens on Friday, 10th             

September 2021. The deadline for applications is 15th   

January 2022, you will then get an offer for a place on 19th 

April 2022. 
 

 

 

 

Is your child due to transfer from Year 6 to        

Secondary School for September 2022? 
 

 

 

Online applications process opens on Friday, 10th           

September and closes 31st October 2021.  The deadline 

for secondary school applications is 31st October 2021. 

Please follow this link for information and to apply:       

Secondary school admissions - September 2022 - Cam-

bridgeshire County Council  

 

DFPA’s Weekly Awards 

 

 

DFPA Celebration Gatherings are held each Friday 

afternoon. All children are able to access the         

celebrations. The students and staff look forward to 

celebrating successes, progress and achievements, 

weekly. 

 
 

 

 

Reading: Evie, Brooklyn, Annabel, Grace, William, 
Lois, Jake.  
Maths: Meri, Ayva, Lucas, Olivia, Sasha, Raysa, Josh. 
Writing:  Lilly, Tillie, Ren, Elias, Mia, Cally, Jenson. 
Handwriting: Elinor, Benedict, Alex, Isaac, Finley, Olly, 
Sienna-Mai. 
Science/Topic:  Jessica, Clara, Tessa, Freddie, Paige, 
Tate, Herbert.  
Character Strength: Annellie, Aubrey, Amelia, Beau 
W, Kenzie, Poppy, Franek.  
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

Together we shall continue to work together, aim 
high and achieve more. Well done to all.   

DFPA’s Upcoming Dates: 
October 2021 

 

 

Monday, 11th October 2021 

DFPA FODA Mini Marathon—all children may attend 

school in their DFPA P.E uniform. 
 

Thursday, 21st October: 

Reception ‘Starting School’ photo in Ely Standard.  
 

 

Friday, 22nd October:  

School closed. Staff Training Day. 
 

 

 

 

Half term:  

School closed Monday, 25th - Friday, 29th October 
 

 

 

 

November 2021 

Monday,1st November:  

Additional Bank Holiday. School closed. 
 

 
 

Tuesday, 2nd November:  

School reopens for the children and staff. 
 

https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/residents/children-and-families/schools-learning/apply-for-a-school-place/primary-reception-junior-or-middle-school
https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/residents/children-and-families/schools-learning/apply-for-a-school-place/primary-reception-junior-or-middle-school
https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/residents/children-and-families/schools-learning/apply-for-a-school-place/secondary-school
https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/residents/children-and-families/schools-learning/apply-for-a-school-place/secondary-school

