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Welcome to this Week’s Edition of the Newsletter 

 

DFPA: Supporting, Caring and Sharing  

Thank you so much to all who supported the #HelloYellow Day held at 

DFPA on Friday, 8th October in support of Young Minds.  Please see 

Page 2 of this newsletter for an article written by Miss Chambers, 

DFPA’s Mental Health Lead. 

A HUGE thank you too, to all children, families and staff who sponsored 

Erica for the London Virtual Marathon and/or FODA’s DFPA mini     

marathon which was held this week on Monday, 11th October. FODA 

look forward to sharing with you the amount raised and what it will be 

spent on in an upcoming newsletter. 

Year 4 Monet Class: Computing, Music and Science 

 

Last Friday, Monet class learnt in computing about who owns a website and who has permission to download /

use pictures or text from a website. As part of this, the children discussed how some websites let them create 

their own content, for example: Scratch and Chrome Music Lab. The children then explored Chrome Music Lab 

to create their own music using their own drawings. 
 

In science, Monet class have been investigating invertebrates. As part of this, they used Leon Biss photography 

of invertebrates to sketch their own large-scale insect. It was challenging to get the scale right, but the children 

persevered and produced some great scientific pictures. 

 

 
 

  

 

 

 

 

                            Parent/Carer Volunteers: Reading 
With the relaxing of the Government’s Covid-19 guidelines, we are delighted to be able to 

invite parents and carers back into school, whilst still following some health and safety       

aspects, such as signing in, sanitising hands and visitors wearing face masks whilst inside the 

building. 
 

 

 

 

At Downham Feoffees Primary Academy (DFPA), we want children to be happy, confident and successful    

learners and we believe parent/carer helpers have a valuable role in fulfilling these aims. Therefore, at DFPA, 

we are looking for enthusiastic volunteers with a love of reading to read on a one-to-one basis with children in 

the school on a weekly basis.   
 

 

 

 

Initially, we would like to ascertain the availability of any parents/carers who would like to and are able to      

regularly volunteer with reading in the school. If you are interested, please speak to your child/ren’s class    

teacher before half term (Thursday, 21st October 2021) who will pass your name on to Miss Chambers. Further 

information, guidance, and application forms, including a Disclosure and Barring Service (DBS) will follow. 

£81 raised for  

Young Minds 
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DFPA Supporting #HelloYellow Mental Health Day 

On Friday, 8th October, the whole school participated in Young Mind’s 

Hello Yellow Day, raising money and awareness of children’s mental 

health. Throughout the school, lots of activities were completed including 

mindfulness colouring, dancing, breathing exercises and yoga. Thank you 

to everyone who participated and donated to such an important cause. 

More about DFPA’s Mental Health Provision can be found on the CMAT 

website: https://www.cmatrust.co.uk/well-being-support/   

 

 

 

 

 

 

EYFS O’Keeffe Class: P.E, Art, Maths and Phonics 
 

 

This week, O’Keefe Class have once again been extremely busy. From running a mini 

marathon, to creating art in the style of Mondrian: the children have demonstrated  

resilience and a real growth mindset.  
 
 

In mathematics, the children have been looking              

specifically at numbers to three, representing them in 

concrete, pictorial and abstract forms. They particularly 

enjoyed the maths learning where the three mice had  

hidden cheese in socks! The children worked with their 

talk partner to estimate how many pieces were in each 

sock, taking it in turns to change the number  
 
 

In phonics, the children have learnt the sounds for letters ‘g’,‘o’,’c’, ‘k’ and ‘u’ this week. 

They have considered vocabulary which begins with these sounds and practised their 

letter formation. All of the children have shown fantastic progress over the week.  

https://www.cmatrust.co.uk/well-being-support/
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Year 5 Da Vinci Class: Careers Fair, Ely Cathedral 

 

 

On Thursday this week, Year 5 joined other local schools at a careers 
fair in Ely Cathedral. The children had some time to go around to lots of 
employers’ information stands, where they were told about what life is 
like working in certain areas of industry and public 
services. The children really valued their chats with 
the professionals, and asked meaningful and          
pertinent questions to the representatives on the 
stalls.  

 

One Year 5 pupil enjoyed talking to a lady about the courses offered at college, discussing 
sports courses and how there are lots of different strands of sport that can be studied. The 
children got to take part in activities on the stands, such as exploring how a car engine is made 
using a model on a engineering and manufacturing stand. The best part was how the children 
realised that even in one ‘career’ like engineering or the RAF, there are many different roles 
they could choose from.  
 

Well done to all Year 5 children, who demonstrated impeccable behaviour and were         
wonderful representatives of our school.  

DFPA FODA Mini Marathon 
 

As you will already be aware, a DFPA parent completed the Virtual London 
Marathon this year, to raise funds for FODA. To join in the fun and to       
support this wonderful cause, all children in school on Monday took part in 
their very own mini marathon.  
 

 

Children in EYFS to Year 3 joined in the healthy fun by walking/jogging for 
26.2 minutes. Children in the older year groups – Years 4-6 – completed 2.6 
miles of jogging. It was amazing for the children to relate this to the          
tremendous effort that would be needed for ten times that distance – the 
distance of the London Marathon. All children tried really hard and did very 
well to run so far.  
 

 

 

Volunteers from FODA came in to support the children with their challenge 
and it was great to see the whole school community working together to 
raise funds for school. Not only that, but raising awareness that fitness and 
exercise can be exhilarating, important and good for our wellbeing was a 
great message for the children to take away from the event.  
 

 

 

Thank you so much for your support and well done to everyone involved. 
FODA look forward to sharing with you the amount raised and what it will be 
spent on in an upcoming 
newsletter. 
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DFPA Principal’s Weekly Award 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As part of our whole school ethos, we have core values of mutual regard and respect, common aims and look for 

reasonable consistency. We use a relaxed yet vigilant approach where the Positive Behaviour Policy is  followed, 

responsibilities are clear and the rights of all are recognised and respected. DFPA’s Approach and Code of      

Conduct (Positive Growth Mindset/Positive Behaviours/DFPA Character Strengths) is for the whole school     

community to follow. 
 

Character strengths (Learning Behaviours) are planned for, taught, modelled and widely promoted/recognised   

within the academy. House points may be awarded to children demonstrating character strengths. House points 

(merits) are logged on Pupil Asset. KS1 classes also use Class Dojo. 
 

 

DFPA’s Character Strengths are: 

Respect, Honesty, Perseverance, Resilience, Caring, Responsibility, Kindness and Integrity. 
 

 

DFPA’s Character Strengths are underpinned by the development of a ‘Positive Growth Mindset’ – ensuring that   

children believe they can be successful and deal with challenge and difficulty positively. 
 

 

Each week, Miss Jaques takes special note of the children who have displayed DFPA’s high standards and        

expectations. During the 5th week of the academic year, the following children displayed positive growth     

mindsets and were respectful to others. They displayed positive DFPA character strengths throughout the week 

preceding the awards being announced, by Miss Jaques, during Monday afternoon’s whole school Collective 

Gathering. 
 

Miss Jaques looks forward to awarding more laminated Principal’s Awards during the coming weeks.  

 

Safeguarding, Welfare and Wellbeing 
 

The importance of handwashing and hand sanitising: 
 

Friday, 15th October is Global Handwashing Day - washing our hands properly matters all year round is extremely          
important, even more so in current times with Covid-19. Global Handwashing Day provides another chance to reflect on 
how many people have nowhere to wash their hands with soap and water, despite this being one of the only ways to    
prevent deadly diseases such as Covid-19.   
 

WaterAid provides access to water for handwashing alongside hygiene education all around the world. WaterAid have 
put together an experiment specifically for children, which will help them to understand the importance of 
washing hands; learn how to wash their hands thoroughly; become more independent and responsible for 
their own personal hygiene and consider others who don't have what they need to wash their hands and stay 
healthy. Please visit the following website for information: Global Handwashing Day: Soap experiment | WaterAid 

https://www.wateraid.org/uk/get-involved/teaching/soap-experiment?utm_campaign=3019451_Schools%20-%20Global%20Handwashing%20Day%20-%20Oct%2021&utm_medium=email&utm_source=Wateraid%20UK&dm_i=28HF,1SPTN,6GSC3C,67G9A,1


 

Newsletter 15th October 2021 
Part of the CMAT family of Academies 



Newsletter 15th October 2021 
Part of the CMAT family of Academies 

Attendance 11th October —     

15th October 2021 

Lates 

  Whole school target 

96% 

0 

Whole School 95.76% 0 

EYFS 92.86% 0 

Year 1 97.11% 0 

Year 2 98.1% 0 

Year 3 96.81% 0 

Year 4 96.15% 1 

Year 5 93.81% 0 

Year 6 95.33% 0 

CCC School Admissions Deadlines 

Is your child due to start Reception (EYFS)              

in September 2022? 
 

 

 

If your child was born between 1st September 2017 and 

31st August 2018, and you live in Cambridgeshire you need 

to  apply for Reception for September 2022. Please follow 

this link for information and to apply:  

Primary school admissions - September 2022 - Cambridge-

shire County Council   
 

Online application process opens on Friday, 10th             

September 2021. The deadline for applications is 15th   

January 2022, you will then get an offer for a place on 19th 

April 2022. 
 

 

 

 

Is your child due to transfer from Year 6 to        

Secondary School for September 2022? 
 

 

 

The deadline for secondary school applications is 31st  

October 2021. Please follow this link for information and 

to apply:       Secondary school admissions - September 

2022 - Cambridgeshire County Council   

If you apply online by 31st October 2021 you will get an 

offer for a place on 1st March 2022 by email. 

DFPA’s Weekly Awards 

 

 

DFPA Celebration Gatherings are held each Friday 

afternoon. All children are able to access the         cele-

brations. The students and staff look forward to cele-

brating successes, progress and achievements, weekly. 
 

 

 

Reading: Alex, Louis, Emily, Scarlett, Oliwier, Heidi, Mar-
garet. 
Maths: Emelie, Noah, Lewis, Jaden, Imogen, Holly, 
James. 
Writing: Lewis, Harry, Charlie, Beau M, Luna, James, 
Harrison.  
Handwriting: Rose, Isabelle, George, Markas, Bertie, 
Charlie, Lilly T. 
Science/Topic:  Jacob, Levi, Antoni, James H, Miles, 
Whitney, Jack. 
Character Strength:  Amraya, Lucy, James D, Jamie, Will, 
Lottie. 
 
 

 

Midday Supervisor Award: Aleksander, Poppy G, Cally 
W, Raysa, Esme. 

 

 
 

Together we shall continue to work together, aim high 
and achieve more. Well done to all.   

DFPA’s Upcoming Dates: 
 

October 2021 

 

 

Thursday, 21st October: 

Reception ‘Starting School’ photo in Ely Standard.  

 
 

 

Friday, 22nd October:  

School closed. Staff Training Day. 
 

 

Half term:  

School closed Monday, 25th - Friday, 29th October 

 
 

 

 

November 2021 

Monday,1st November:  

Additional bank holiday for the Queen’s Jubilee. 

 
 

Tuesday, 2nd November:  

School reopens for the children and staff. 
 

 
 

https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/residents/children-and-families/schools-learning/apply-for-a-school-place/primary-reception-junior-or-middle-school
https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/residents/children-and-families/schools-learning/apply-for-a-school-place/primary-reception-junior-or-middle-school
https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/residents/children-and-families/schools-learning/apply-for-a-school-place/secondary-school
https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/residents/children-and-families/schools-learning/apply-for-a-school-place/secondary-school

