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Welcome to this Week’s Edition of the Newsletter 

CMAT DFPA PLACE Awards 
 

In order to support our ambitious, challenging curriculum, we have continued to invest in a simple but broad set 
of Academy PLACE Awards that the children are encouraged to complete at Bronze, Silver and Gold levels within 
a two-year timeframe. The CMAT DFPA PLACE award system enables all DFPA children the opportunity to access 
learning beyond the curriculum and develop their social, creative and community responsibility skills within the 
school and the community. 

 

 

 

 

Each level comprises: 
 

Staff and pupils promote the values of our school and of our community through our 

visons and values, character strengths and the ‘PLACE’ system. 
 

The five areas listed for PLACE (Participation, Leadership, Arts, Community and        

Enterprise) have for each area, several suggested examples in the DFPA Learning Logs. 

Each child is encourage to carry out and complete different activities in order to work 

towards gaining their first ‘PLACE’ award – Bronze. Each child needs to complete at 

least 4 activities in each of the five PLACE’ areas in order to be eligible for their award.  
 
 

All activities and awards are listed in the children’s DFPA Learning Logs (Bronze, Silver and Gold – with different    

activities per two consecutive year groups (e.g., Yr 1 and Yr 2, Yr 3 and Yr 4, Yr 5 and Yr 6), so each child and their 

parents/carers may scribe which activities were completed and when. The class teacher will sign areas stated as 

completed, then Miss Jaques will sign once all areas for a certain award have been achieved.  
 

Areas and activities were selected so some were achievable in school, whilst other areas could be completed out 

of school (Covid-19 restrictions permitting). However, with some creative thinking, some activities could still 

take place, plus the PLACE at Home awards offered examples of activities too. For example, visiting a museum 

with a virtual tour, putting on a performance for family and friends  on Teams. The lists created are not           

exhaustive and can be added to with other suitable activities and experiences. 
 

Congratulations to all children who have achieved PLACE awards to data, whether with this system or the       

previous format. With this exciting format, which was redesigned and further developed in September 2020, the  

children can continue to work towards the award of the correct PLACE areas for their year groups. We hope   

parents, carers and their families will encourage their child(ren) to participate in these exciting, varied activities.  
 

The PLACE Awards are designed to inspire the children to take part in a range of interesting experiences which 

help to enrich, develop and extend their knowledge and skills in a fun, engaging way. New experiences lead to 

creativity and self-growth. We look forward to seeing photos of activities completed. 
 

During the week, the 

new CMAT DFPA 

PLACE Awards posters 

were delivered, we 

are looking forward to 

showing them to the 

children during an   

upcoming collective 

gathering, then       

displaying them 

around the school site. 
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Year 6 Picasso Class: Radio Reports and Electrical Circuits 
 

This week, Year 6 have also been writing and performing radio reports in 

the style of a WW2 wireless announcement. In pairs, children group 

wrote, edited and practised giving their radio speeches to ensure that all 

members of the public would know what to do in the event of an air raid 

siren. All children worked hard to make sure that their announcements 

were as informative as possible, they are looking forward to listening to 

them in their next topic lesson.   

 

This week, Year 6 have been exploring different electrical circuits within their science lessons to predict and     

investigate which circuits would work. Year 6 had to use their knowledge of circuit symbols, alongside what 

makes a complete circuit, to problem solve and build circuits that could make a lamp light or buzzer sound.   

Although most predictions were correct, they had a few surprise results along the way!  

Upcoming Babylon Gallery, Ely, Exhibition Links with  

Year 1 Delaunay Class Spring Term Topic: Inspiring Others 
 

We are excited to share the news that at the Babylon Gallery in Ely will be hosting artwork from illustrator 

Quentin Blake this winter. As part of ‘The BFG in Pictures’ touring exhibition from House of Illustration, 40     

reproductions of Quentin Blake’s creations will be shared with the public. Some of these illustrations are well 

known whilst some were not used in the publication of ‘The BFG’ by Roald Dahl. These illustrations show the 

thought processes behind the creation of the character ‘BFG’ and show some glimpses as to what the BFG might 

have been. Additionally, each child at DFPA will be receiving their very own Quentin Blake bookmark shortly.  
 

This is a lovely link to the engaging curriculum DFPA have created in recent years. In the Spring term, Year 1 will 

be learning about Roald Dahl and Quentin Blake as part of their topic ‘Inspiring Others’ including replicating 

Quentin Blake’s illustrations and innovating Roald Dahl’s ‘Revolting Rhymes’.  
 

We hope that families at DFPA will enjoy visiting the Babylon Gallery to 

view these iconic illustrations.  
 

The Babylon Gallery is free to enter and is open Tuesday to Sunday, 

12pm – 4pm. The exhibition is running from Tuesday, 23rd November to 

Thursday, 23rd December 2021.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Image credit: Cover artwork for 'The BFG' (Jonathan Cape, 1982)  

© Quentin Blake. 
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DFPA Principal’s Weekly Award 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As part of our whole school ethos, we have core values of mutual regard and respect, common aims and look for 

reasonable consistency. We use a relaxed yet vigilant approach where the Positive Behaviour Policy is  followed, 

responsibilities are clear and the rights of all are recognised and respected. DFPA’s Approach and Code of      

Conduct (Positive Growth Mindset/Positive Behaviours/DFPA Character Strengths) is for the whole school     

community to follow. 
 

Character strengths (Learning Behaviours) are planned for, taught, modelled and widely promoted/recognised   

within the academy. House points may be awarded to children demonstrating character strengths. House points 

(merits) are logged on Pupil Asset. KS1 classes also use Class Dojo. 
 

 

DFPA’s Character Strengths are: 

Respect, Honesty, Perseverance, Resilience, Caring, Responsibility, Kindness and Integrity. 
 

 

DFPA’s Character Strengths are underpinned by the development of a ‘Positive Growth Mindset’ – ensuring that   

children believe they can be successful and deal with challenge and difficulty positively. 
 

 

Each week, Miss Jaques takes special note of the children who have displayed DFPA’s high standards and        

expectations. Last week, during the third week of the academic year, the children stated in the table above     

displayed positive growth mindsets and were respectful to others. They displayed positive DFPA character 

strengths throughout the week preceding the awards being announced, by Miss Jaques, during Monday       

afternoon’s whole school Collective Gathering. 
 

Miss Jaques looks forward to awarding more laminated Principal’s Awards during the coming weeks.  

 

#HelloYellow Mental Health Day 
 
 

On Friday, 8th October, it is Young Minds Mental Health Day, in support of a 
children’s mental health charity.  
 

All DFPA children and staff are invited to wear something yellow to school for a 
£1 donation.  
 
Wearing something yellow could be as small as a yellow hairband with your 
school uniform or a full yellow outfit.  
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Littleport and East Cambs Academy 

Open Evening: 7th October 

 

 

Littleport and East Cambs Academy are holding an 

Open Evening on 7th October between 4pm and 

7pm.  There will be talks, tours and food to sample. 

Mr Craig D’Cunha, Executive 

Headteacher, will be holding a talk in 

the main hall at 5pm and 6pm. 
https://www.lecacademy.org/events/2021
-10-07-year-6-open-evening-1 

    
 

 

On Sunday, 3rd October Erica is running the virtual London Marathon again, and 

this year she is kindly raising money for FODA. The money raised will be used to 

purchase resources for the children at DFPA. 

 

As an academy, we have also signed up for the mini marathon, meaning all of 

our DFPA children will have the chance to take part in a fun, fitness activity one 

afternoon this half term. The children, along with the staff, Erica and members 

of the FODA committee will complete 2.6 miles, by running, walking, jogging 

around our playground and / or field. 

 

Look out for more details that will follow from FODA this weekend, about how 

you can   support Erica and the children for this wonderful event.  

 

Thank you, Helen Silvester, Chair of FODA. 

 

Here is a link to the sponsorship page, thank you in advance for your  

support: 

 

https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/
downhamfeoffeesprimaryacademy?
utm_term=pgKDRVb8z  

 

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.lecacademy.org%2Fevents%2F2021-10-07-year-6-open-evening-1&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cb49c3bec115f448890c308d979087b29%7Ce1d9b82998164c549d9cade2d8e3aa6e%7C0%7C0%7C637673899878570885%7CUnknown%7CTWF
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.lecacademy.org%2Fevents%2F2021-10-07-year-6-open-evening-1&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cb49c3bec115f448890c308d979087b29%7Ce1d9b82998164c549d9cade2d8e3aa6e%7C0%7C0%7C637673899878570885%7CUnknown%7CTWF
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.justgiving.com%2Fcrowdfunding%2Fdownhamfeoffeesprimaryacademy%3Futm_term%3DpgKDRVb8z&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cd4156b68375e4ec2d0a208d984d5028a%7Ce1d9b82998164c549d9cade2d8e3aa6e%7C0%7C0%7C63768687
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.justgiving.com%2Fcrowdfunding%2Fdownhamfeoffeesprimaryacademy%3Futm_term%3DpgKDRVb8z&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cd4156b68375e4ec2d0a208d984d5028a%7Ce1d9b82998164c549d9cade2d8e3aa6e%7C0%7C0%7C63768687
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.justgiving.com%2Fcrowdfunding%2Fdownhamfeoffeesprimaryacademy%3Futm_term%3DpgKDRVb8z&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cd4156b68375e4ec2d0a208d984d5028a%7Ce1d9b82998164c549d9cade2d8e3aa6e%7C0%7C0%7C63768687
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Attendance 27th September —    

1st October 2021 

Lates 

  Whole school target 

96% 

0 

Whole School 96.81% 0 

EYFS 97.87% 0 

Year 1 94.64% 0 

Year 2 98.08% 0 

Year 3 94.44% 0 

Year 4 99.22% 0 

Year 5 96.19% 0 

Year 6 97.22% 0 

CCC School Admissions Deadlines 

Is your child due to start Reception (EYFS)              

in September 2022? 
 

 

 

If your child was born between 1st September 2017 and 

31st August 2018, and you live in Cambridgeshire you need 

to  apply for Reception for September 2022. Please follow 

this link for information and to apply:  

Primary school admissions - September 2022 - Cambridge-

shire County Council   
 

Online application process opens on Friday, 10th             

September 2021. The deadline for applications is 15th   

January 2022, you will then get an offer for a place on 19th 

April 2022. 
 

 

 

 

Is your child due to transfer from Year 6 to        

Secondary School for September 2022? 
 

 

 

Online applications process opens on Friday, 10th           

September and closes 31st October 2021.  The deadline 

for secondary school applications is 31st October 2021. 

Please follow this link for information and to apply:       

Secondary school admissions - September 2022 - Cam-

bridgeshire County Council  

 

DFPA’s Weekly Awards 

 

 

DFPA Celebration Gatherings are held each Friday 

afternoon. All children are able to access the         

celebrations. The students and staff look forward to 

celebrating successes, progress and achievements, 

weekly. 
 

 

 

Reading: Benedict, Darcy, Bella, Scarlett, Amelia, Josh. 
Maths: Edison, Levi, Henry, Louis, Jamie, Charlie,    
              Riley. 
Writing: Jessica, Louis, Grace, Henry, Eve, Lexi W,    
                Gino. 
Handwriting: Arlo, Teddy, Caelan, Laura, Esme,        
                          Lilly-May. 
Science/Topic: Ayva, Chloe, Sadie-Grace, Bryony,    
                            Lorenzo, Jenson. 
Character Strength: Perseverance: Thomas, Elliott, 
Johnathan-Lee, Luna, William O, Herbert 
 

 

 

Midday Supervisor Award: Esme, Arison 
 

 

 

 

Together we shall continue to work together, aim 
high and achieve more. Well done to all.   

DFPA’s Upcoming Dates: 
October 2021 

Friday, 8th October: 

Staff and children to waer something yellow to school, 

to support #Hello Yellow, Mental Health Day.  

£1 donation please, thank you. 

 

Monday, 11th October: 

Children attend school in DFPA PE uniform, in support 

of mini marathon.  
 

Thursday, 21st October: 

Reception ‘Starting School’ photo in Ely Standard.  

 

Friday, 22nd October:  

School closed. Staff Training Day. 
 

 

Half term:  

School closed Monday, 25th - Friday, 29th October 

 

 

November 2021 

Monday,1st November:  

Additional Bank Holiday. School closed. 
 

 
 

Tuesday, 2nd November:  
School reopens for the children and staff. 

https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/residents/children-and-families/schools-learning/apply-for-a-school-place/primary-reception-junior-or-middle-school
https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/residents/children-and-families/schools-learning/apply-for-a-school-place/primary-reception-junior-or-middle-school
https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/residents/children-and-families/schools-learning/apply-for-a-school-place/secondary-school
https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/residents/children-and-families/schools-learning/apply-for-a-school-place/secondary-school

