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Welcome to this Week’s Edition of the Newsletter 

Continued Support, Character Strengths, Consultations and Curriculum 
 

Downham Feoffees Primary Academy (DFPA) prides itself on its character strengths and positive growth       
mindsets. The children and staff display them in abundance; they are kind, caring, resilient and they preserve - 
to name be a few of the character strengths being displayed both within and around the academy day-by-day. 
 

Thank you to all parents and carers who were able to attend this week’s Parents/Carers Consultations held via 
Teams on Tuesday and Wednesday after school this week. We held the meetings early this term, in order to 
keep families informed of their child(ren)’s schooling and to talk about how the children had settled into their 
new class with regards to their welfare and wellbeing. Targets, both social and academic, were discussed and 
shared, ensuring all were fully informed with regards to focus and support for the coming weeks.  The meetings 
were most supportive and informative, thank you to all for their time. 
 

DFPA’s staff would like to thank the children and their parents/carers, as well as family members, the   
childminders and the local community for their continued support. The first three weeks of term have been  
productive and positive, but not without logistical challenges due managing  Covid related issues and winter 
bugs. 
 

However, together, we have made it through the week. The children and staff have worked hard and achieved 
many successes – everyone’s support is much appreciated. 
 

As the autumn term progresses, we shall continue to mitigate all that evolves as Covid continues and the winter 
months approach. DFPA will continue to plan and deliver an ambitious, creative curriculum using the resources 
available. We look forward to continuing to share some of the children’s work and successes in this and future 
editions of the DFPA weekly Newsletter. 
 

Wishing you all a safe, restful weekend.  

 

 

Year 5 Da Vinci Class:The Anglo Saxons and the Vikings 
 

 

 

Year 5 Da Vinci class have really enjoyed the start of 

their topic about the Anglo Saxons and Vikings. They 

have worked hard on understanding when the Viking era 

fits into the history of Britain, and how that era relates 

to the other historical periods. The children have learned 

all about the events leading to the first Viking raids at 

Lindisfarne, and also now understand that England was 

split into four kingdoms under Anglo Saxon rule (well, 

until Guthrum and the Great Heathen Army came,      

anyway!).  
 

In English, the class has produced beautifully vivid 

setting descriptions, based on the novel they are       

studying in their reading lessons – Viking Boy. They    

decided that the setting descriptions needed to have 

interesting language to engage the reader and tried hard 

to paint a picture for the reader’s imagination using just 

the written paragraph. They have now moved on to 

character work and in the last two days have produced 

considered phrases which give historical detail about the 

14-year-old boy, Gunnar.  
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DFPA Principal’s Weekly Award 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

As part of our whole school ethos, we have core values of mutual regard and respect, common aims and look for 

reasonable consistency. We use a relaxed yet vigilant approach where the Positive Behaviour Policy is  followed, 

responsibilities are clear and the rights of all are recognised and respected. DFPA’s Approach and Code of      

Conduct (Positive Growth Mindset/Positive Behaviours/DFPA Character Strengths) is for the whole school     

community to follow. 

 

Character strengths (Learning Behaviours) are planned for, taught, modelled and widely promoted/recognised   

within the academy. House points may be awarded to children demonstrating character strengths. House points 

(merits) are logged on Pupil Asset. KS1 classes also use Class Dojo. 

 

DFPA’s Character Strengths are: 

Respect, Honesty, Perseverance, Resilience, Caring, Responsibility, Kindness and Integrity. 

 

DFPA’s Character Strengths are underpinned by the development of a 

‘Positive Growth Mindset’ – ensuring that children believe they can be 

successful and deal with challenge and difficulty positively. 

 

Each week, Miss Jaques takes special note of the children who have 

displayed DFPA’s high standards and expectations.  

 

During the second week of the academic year, the following children 

displayed positive growth mindsets and were respectful to others. 

They displayed positive DFPA character strengths throughout the 

week preceding the awards being announced, by Miss Jaques, during 

Monday afternoon’s whole school Collective Gathering. 
 

Miss Jaques looks forward to awarding more laminated Principal’s 

Awards during the coming weeks.  
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EYFS O’Keeffe Class: A successful first week altogether 
 

This week has been the first full week of school for O’Keeffe class and the children have done fantastically well. 
They have all been extremely busy and productive, with a visit from ‘Harold the Parrot’ who taught the children 
the importance of listening. With his guidance, the children went on a Learning Walk around our school site to  
identify the different sounds they could hear and make note of these on their clipboards. 

 
Alongside this, the Reception children have also been learning to play with, and find out about, their new     
classmates. Each morning, the children have begun to attempt to write their own Christian names. Within the 
topic of ‘Ourselves’, the children have drawn self-portraits using a range of media, plus they used mirrors to    
identify their own unique features.  

 
A brilliant start for all of the children, with lots more exciting learning to come. They have settled well; they are 
enthusiastic and eager to enter the school gates and the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) area each        
morning.   
 
Well done to all. 
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Littleport and East Cambs Academy 

Open Evening: 7th October 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Littleport and East Cambs Academy are holding an 

Open Evening on 7th October between 4pm and 

7pm.  There will be talks, tours and food to sample. 

Mr Craig D’Cunha, Executive Headteacher, will be 

holding a talk in the main hall at 5pm and 6pm. 

 
https://www.lecacademy.org/events/2021-
10-07-year-6-open-evening-1 

       
 

On Sunday, 3rd October Erica is running the virtual London       
Marathon again, and this year she is kindly raising money for 
FODA. The money raised will be used to purchase resources for 
the children at DFPA. 

As an academy, we have also signed up for the mini marathon,     
meaning all of our DFPA children will have the chance to take 
part in a fun, fitness activity one afternoon this half term. The 
children, along with the staff, Erica and members of the FODA 
committee will complete 2.6 miles, by running, walking, jogging 
around our  playground and / or field. 

 Look out for more details that will follow, about how you can    
support Erica and the children for this wonderful event.  

                                  Thank you, Helen Silvester, Chair of FODA. 

 
Here is a link to the sponsorship page, thank you in advance for    
your support: 

 
   

                       https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/ downhamfeoffeespri-
maryacademy?utm_term=xa6GJ8a8M 

 
 

 

 

 

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.lecacademy.org%2Fevents%2F2021-10-07-year-6-open-evening-1&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cb49c3bec115f448890c308d979087b29%7Ce1d9b82998164c549d9cade2d8e3aa6e%7C0%7C0%7C637673899878570885%7CUnknown%7CTWF
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.lecacademy.org%2Fevents%2F2021-10-07-year-6-open-evening-1&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cb49c3bec115f448890c308d979087b29%7Ce1d9b82998164c549d9cade2d8e3aa6e%7C0%7C0%7C637673899878570885%7CUnknown%7CTWF
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office@downhamfeoffees.org 
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Attendance 20th— 24th  

September 2021  

Lates 

  Whole school target 

96% 

0 

Whole School 96.39% 2 

EYFS 100% 0 

Year 1 99.56% 1 

Year 2 92.31% 0 

Year 3 100% 0 

Year 4 94% 0 

Year 5 95.24% 0 

Year 6 94.29% 1 

CCC School Admissions Deadlines 

Is your child due to start Reception (EYFS)              

in September 2022? 
 

 

 

If your child was born between 1st September 2017 and 

31st August 2018, and you live in Cambridgeshire you need 

to  apply for Reception for September 2022. Please follow 

this link for information and to apply:  

Primary school admissions - September 2022 - Cambridge-

shire County Council   
 

Online application process opens on Friday, 10th             

September 2021. The deadline for applications is 15th   

January 2022, you will then get an offer for a place on 19th 

April 2022. 
 

 

 

 

Is your child due to transfer from Year 6 to        

Secondary School for September 2022? 
 

 

 

Online applications process opens on Friday, 10th           

September and closes 31st October 2021.  The deadline 

for secondary school applications is 31st October 2021. 

Please follow this link for information and to apply:       

Secondary school admissions - September 2022 - Cam-

bridgeshire County Council  

 

DFPA’s Weekly Awards 

DFPA Celebration Gatherings are held each Friday 

afternoon. All children are able to access the         

celebrations. The students and staff look forward to 

celebrating successes, progress and achievements, 

weekly. 
 

Reading: Sydni, Tyrese, Jonny, Beau M, Paige, Tate, 

Sienna-Mai. 

Writing:  Cara, Sid, Lucy, Harry, Alex, Lois, James. 

Maths: Theo, Harry, Will, James, Ethan, Heidi Sc, Shea. 

Science/Topic: Edison, Alex, Johnathan-Lee, William, 

Holly, Willow. 

Handwriting: Rosaleen, Hannah, Ava-Rose, Tilly, 

Grace, Emma T, James, Lottie. 

Character Strength:  Molly, Phoebe, George, Olivia, 

Sasha, Lexi E, Margaret. 

 
 

Together we shall continue to work together, aim 

high and achieve more. Well done to all.   

DFPA’s Upcoming Dates: 

 

 

September 2021 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thursday, 21st October: 

Reception ‘Starting School’ photo in Ely Standard.  

 
 

 

 

Friday, 22nd October:  

School closed. Staff Training Day. 

 
 

 

 

Half term:  

School closed Monday, 25th - Friday, 29th October 
 

 

 

Monday,1st November:  

Additional Bank Holiday. School closed. 

 
 

 

 

Tuesday, 2nd November:  

School reopens for the children and staff. 
 

 

https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/residents/children-and-families/schools-learning/apply-for-a-school-place/primary-reception-junior-or-middle-school
https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/residents/children-and-families/schools-learning/apply-for-a-school-place/primary-reception-junior-or-middle-school
https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/residents/children-and-families/schools-learning/apply-for-a-school-place/secondary-school
https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/residents/children-and-families/schools-learning/apply-for-a-school-place/secondary-school

