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PSHE: Keeping Ourselves Safe 

At Downham Feoffees Primary Academy, we feel that PSHE is a vitally important part of our curriculum. This 

week, we have had a whole school focus on keeping ourselves safe, and making sure we keep our bodies      

private and respected. Each class has done some work - at a level age-appropriate to them - about how we 

should expect to be treated by others and how our bodies are private. This ties in with the nationwide focus on 

peer-on-peer abuse and sexualised behaviours. In Year 5 Da Vinci Class, the children had already discussed    

privacy as part of their work on school and class rules, so they went into more depth about the rules around 

their physical privacy, learning about the limits they should expect people to adhere to, and how to increase 

their safety. In Year 3 Hockney Class, the children used the NSPCC ‘PANTS’ (the Underwear Rule) materials to 

be able to classify types of touch and touch that is inappropriate.  
 

The NSPCC PANTS resources and materials 

have been awarded the Quality Mark by the 

PSHE Association. Year 6 Picasso Class    

concentrated on who can and cannot be 

trusted and what to do if situations make 

you feel uncomfortable. 

For further information for parents and 

carers, and for copies of the posters as 

shown, please cut and paste the following 

link into your browser:  
 

Talk PANTS & Join Pantosaurus - The Under-

wear Rule | NSPCC  

 

Welcome to this Week’s Edition of the Newsletter 

Introducing DFPA’s Heads of Pupil Voice 2021—2022 

 
Year 6 have recently carried out their       
anonymous votes to choose the next ‘Heads 
of Pupil Voice’ to represent DFPA this         
academic year. The children with the highest 
votes, chosen for their ideas and thoughts on 
how they will best represent our school      
values, were voted in. Congratulations to 
both. 

 
Some of their key ideas included: 

 
 

 

 

’I think I would be good for this role because I would be a dedicated and motivated member of the school...I 
would be able to help people and can bring new ideas to our school'.  

 

'I feel like I would be good at this role because I would help others if they need it. I would set a good example of 
how to behave and would help others to speak about their worries to teachers or adults.'  

 

We look forward to seeing them take on their new responsibilities around DFPA and we know they will make  
fantastic role models to all of our younger students. 

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/support-for-parents/pants-underwear-rule/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/support-for-parents/pants-underwear-rule/


Newsletter 17th September 2021 
Part of the CMAT family of Academies 

 

 

PLACE Award: Fabulous Flower Bed 
 

A HUGE thank you to a Year 6 child, who, as part of the CMAT DFPA 

Year 5 and Year 6 PLACE Awards, had the thoughtful, kind and caring 

idea about how they could help to look after our school grounds. As a 

result, they  decided to plan, plant and look after the flower bed 

which houses our Downham Feoffees Primary Academy (DFPA) sign at 

the front of the school site. A superbly well-planned project, which 

will give joy to all. 

 

Collect Stamps to support the Royal National Institute of Blind People (RNIB)   

This academic year, we are continuing to collect stamps to help support blind and partially sighted people across 

the UK. Please send in your used stamps in an envelope to your child’s class teacher. 

Instructions: 

• Start collecting all those stamps as they come through your post box. 

• Stamps do not need to be thoroughly sorted, but it helps if you 

can separate them into British and Overseas (Channel Islands and Isle of 

Man count as foreign). 

• Just be sure to leave a one centimetre of envelope or packaging around 

each stamp please. 
 

Thank you all in anticipation of your help and support. 
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DFPA Principal’s Weekly Award 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

As part of our whole school ethos, we have core values of mutual regard and respect, common aims and look for 

reasonable consistency. We use a relaxed yet vigilant approach where the Positive Behaviour Policy is  followed, 

responsibilities are clear and the rights of all are recognised and respected. DFPA’s Approach and Code of      

Conduct (Positive Growth Mindset/Positive Behaviours/DFPA Character Strengths) is for the whole school     

community to follow. 

 

Character strengths (Learning Behaviours) are planned for, taught, modelled and widely promoted/recognised   

within the academy. House points may be awarded to children demonstrating character strengths. House points 

(merits) are logged on Pupil Asset. KS1 classes also use Class Dojo. 

 

DFPA’s Character Strengths are: 

Respect, Honesty, Perseverance, Resilience, Caring, Responsibility, Kindness and Integrity. 

 

DFPA’s Character Strengths are underpinned by the development of a 

‘Positive Growth Mindset’ – ensuring that children believe they can be 

successful and deal with challenge and difficulty positively. 

 

Each week, Miss Jaques takes special note of the children who have 

displayed DFPA’s high standards and expectations.  

 

During the first week of the academic year, the following children 

displayed positive growth mindsets and were respectful to others. 

They displayed positive DFPA character strengths throughout the 

week preceding the awards being announced, by Miss Jaques, during 

Monday afternoon’s whole school Collective Gathering. 
 

Miss Jaques looks forward to awarding more laminated Principal’s 

Awards during the coming weeks.  
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Year 2 Van Gogh: Curriculum Links  

This week in Year 2, the children have started to read their class story, ‘Cinderella 
of the Nile’. The children have enjoyed reading this Egyptian twist of a traditional 
tale about a young girl with curly, red hair called Rhodophis who gets taken to 
Egypt. After reading the story, the children mapped out the main events. Their 
next step will be to write descriptive paragraphs about their story setting and 
characters. 

 
To support their writing, during their topic lessons Van Gogh class have been 
learning about the geography of Egypt. As a class they have leant facts about the 
pyramids. Their favourite fact was that the tallest pyramid was over 146m tall and 
it took around 20 years to build. The children made their own pyramid structures 
in the afternoon. Everyone had fun working together to build their 3D sculptures 
in the sun. 
 
 

 

Year 4 Monet Class: Place Value, Mathematical Vocabulary and Science 

This week, Monet have been learning about place value in maths. The    

children have been thinking about and recognising the place value of 4-digit 

numbers. To consolidate their learning, Year 4 were set a special maths 

challenge. They had to complete questions about place value, for each 

question they got right they received a letter. Once all letters were gained, 

they had to unscramble them to find a maths word. During science this 

week, Year 4 started their science topic: Living Things and their Habitats. 

The children learnt about what the seven life processes are (The seven-life 

process includes: movement, reproduction, sensitivity, nutrition, excretion, 

respiration, and growth) and they designed posters to explain them.  

 



Newsletter 17th September 2021 
Part of the CMAT family of Academies 

 

 

After School Clubs at DFPA 
 

 

We are delighted to confirm that Active Play Education will be offering the following clubs  

from w/c 13th September 2021 (subject to total number of children enrolled in each club):  

 

 

 

 

        Forest School: Years 1 to 6       Football: Years 3 to 6 (KS2) 

          Friday afternoons from 3:20pm—4:50pm           Monday afternoons from 3:20pm—4:20pm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                  

The children are to be collected from DFPA’s main  entrance at the end of the session.   
 

For the clubs, the children may bring in a P.E/football kit and football boots (moulded studs only please,           

NO  metal studs), or trainers to change into, if it is not your child’s class P.E Day (Please ensure all items are 

clearly labelled with your child’s name and class). 
 

Please sign your child up via the Active Play Education website: https://www.activeplayeducation.co.uk  
 

DFPA Key Stage 2 Choir, with Sian Hornby 

Sian Hornby will be running a free lunchtime choir for Key Stage 2 (Years 3 to 6) on Mondays from the 13th       

September.  
 

 

 

 

Singing Lessons, Year 2 upwards, with Sian Hornby 

Sian Hornby will be offering individual singing lessons for children from Year 2 upwards, on Monday afternoons. 

Individual lessons will be £15 for 30 minutes, or £10 for 20 minutes and usually run for 10-12 weeks (depending 

on the length of the term). Lessons will be scheduled on a rolling timetable, so that the same class lessons are not 

missed on a weekly basis. 
 

Please email: office@downhamfeoffees.org to book a space in the choir. 

To register your child’s interest in singing lessons, please confirm your child’s name, class, length of lesson      

required, plus your contact name and email address.  
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Safeguarding, Safety and Welfare 

School Car Park  

For the safety of all, we should like to politely remind parents and carers that they should not drive in to the 

school car park, nor should the bus location be parked on.  Please park safely elsewhere. Access is required at all 

times to the school site, the entrance should not be blocked. Thank you. 
 

Medication 

The children should not have any form of medication in school. If a child does need medication, prescribed by a 

doctor, please contact the school office. 
 

Healthy Snacks 

A reminder to parents and carers providing a snack at break times. Please provide a healthy snack such as: fruit, 

vegetable sticks, oat bars, raisins, etc. Water only in water bottles. 
 

Perimeter Fence 

Children are reminded that they must stay two  metres away from the school perimeter  fencing. They should 

not speak to anyone on the other side of the fence, even if they know someone, in order to safeguard all at 

DFPA. By modelling this to all, we all help each other to stay safer.   

       
 

On Sunday, 3rd October Erica is running the virtual London Marathon 
again, and this year she is kindly raising money for FODA. The money 
raised will be used to purchase resources for the children at DFPA. 

As an academy, we have also signed up for the mini marathon,     
meaning all of our DFPA children will have the chance to take part in a 
fun, fitness activity one afternoon this half term. The children, along 
with the staff, Erica and members of the FODA committee will        
complete 2.6 miles, by running, walking, jogging around our            
playground and / or field. 

 Look out for more details that will follow, about how you can support 
Erica and the children for this wonderful event.  

  Thank you, Helen Silvester, Chair of FODA. 

 
Here is a link to the sponsorship page, thank you in advance for your 
 support: 

 
  https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/

downhamfeoffeesprimaryacademy?utm_term=xa6GJ8a8M 
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East Cambridgeshire Youth Engagement Survey 

East Cambridgeshire District Council are seeking the 

opinions of young people aged between 5-18 years 

across East Cambridgeshire.  

Please find below a link to a Youth Action Plan  Consulta-

tion Survey: 

https://self.eastcambs.gov.uk//service/

Youth_Action_Plan_Consultation_Survey 

All responses must be received by 1st  

Oct ber 2021.  Thank you. 

Ely College Roadshow for Year 6  
 

It was super to welcome so many of our Year 6 

families to the Ely College Roadshow held at DFPA 

on Thursday, 16th September 2021. The event, 

which took place in our hall, from 6:00pm to 

7:15pm, was most informative and enjoyed by all 

attendees. 
 

Pertinent questions were asked, much information 

was shared and imaginations were sparked and 

sealed about which secondary school to select and 

why. 
 

Thank you to all who attended, we look forward to 

holding future in-school events this academic year. 

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fself.eastcambs.gov.uk%2Fservice%2FYouth_Action_Plan_Consultation_Survey&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cf44f38f27b4b489228d408d9711ec200%7Ce1d9b82998164c549d9cade2d8e3aa6e%7C0%7C0%7C637665199176959646%7CUnkn
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fself.eastcambs.gov.uk%2Fservice%2FYouth_Action_Plan_Consultation_Survey&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cf44f38f27b4b489228d408d9711ec200%7Ce1d9b82998164c549d9cade2d8e3aa6e%7C0%7C0%7C637665199176959646%7CUnkn
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Attendance 13th—17th  

September 2021  

Lates 

  Whole school target 

96% 

0 

Whole School 94.75% 2 

EYFS % 0 

Year 1 89.57% 2 

Year 2 99.05% 0 

Year 3 100% 0 

Year 4 98.43% 0 

Year 5 94.76% 0 

Year 6 86.87% 0 

CCC School Admissions Deadlines 

Is your child due to start Reception (EYFS)              

in September 2022? 
 

 

 

If your child was born between 1st September 2017 and 

31st August 2018, and you live in Cambridgeshire you need 

to  apply for Reception for September 2022. Please follow 

this link for information and to apply:  

Primary school admissions - September 2022 - Cambridge-

shire County Council   
 

Online application process opens on Friday, 10th             

September 2021. The deadline for applications is 15th   

January 2022, you will then get an offer for a place on 19th 

April 2022. 
 

 

 

 

Is your child due to transfer from Year 6 to        

Secondary School for September 2022? 
 

 

 

Online applications process opens on Friday, 10th           

September and closes 31st October 2021.  The deadline 

for secondary school applications is 31st October 2021. 

Please follow this link for information and to apply: Sec-

ondary school admissions - September 2022 - Cambridge-

shire County Council  

 

DFPA’s Weekly Awards 

DFPA Celebration Gatherings are held each Friday 

afternoon. All children are able to access the         

celebrations. The students and staff look forward to 

celebrating successes, progress and achievements, 

weekly. 
 

Reading: Eddie, Ren, Louis, Finley, Heidi Sil, Jack. 

Writing:  Aubrey, Amelia, Beau W, Bryony, Olly, Leah. 

Maths: Amraya, Antoni, Issac, Emma D, Amelia,       

Herbert. 

Science/Topic: Lilly, Lewis, Markas, Imogen, Will,  

Jaxon 

Handwriting: Clara, Emily, Sadie-Grace, Kayden,  

Whitney, Rae. 

Character Strength: Respect— Seb, Charlie, Freddie,     

Bertia, Raysa, Lilly 

 
 

Together we shall continue to work together, aim 

high and achieve more. Well done to all.   

DFPA’s Upcoming Dates: 

 

September 2021 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Monday, 20th September: 

All Reception children attending school full time. 
 

 

 

Tuesday, 21st and Wednesday, 22nd September 2021 

Parent/Carer/Teacher Consultations (Please see letter 

sent 16.09.2021 for further information.) 
 

 

Thursday, 21st October: 

Reception ‘Starting School’ photo in Ely Standard.  
 

 

 

Friday, 22nd October:  

School closed. Staff Training Day. 
 

 

 

Half term:  

School closed Monday, 25th - Friday, 29th October 
 

 

 

Monday,1st November:  

Additional Bank Holiday. School closed. 
 

 

 

Tuesday, 2nd November:  

School reopens for the children and staff. 
 

https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/residents/children-and-families/schools-learning/apply-for-a-school-place/primary-reception-junior-or-middle-school
https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/residents/children-and-families/schools-learning/apply-for-a-school-place/primary-reception-junior-or-middle-school
https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/residents/children-and-families/schools-learning/apply-for-a-school-place/secondary-school
https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/residents/children-and-families/schools-learning/apply-for-a-school-place/secondary-school
https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/residents/children-and-families/schools-learning/apply-for-a-school-place/secondary-school

