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Part of the CMAT family of Academies 

Welcome to this Week’s Edition of the Newsletter 
 

I hope you all enjoyed a lovely summer. On behalf of all of the staff at    

Downham Feoffees Primary Academy (DFPA), I should like to thank 

you for your continued support, your children are amazing and always 

at the centre of our planning, thoughts and ideas.  
 

 

Thank you for the settled way in which the children entered school each and every day this week, the first week 

of this academic year 2021/22. On the first morning, Monday, 6th September 2021, by the time I had locked the 

gate after all parents and carers had departed, and then walked around to each classroom in turn, all of the  

children were either on their way to their table, or already seated quietly on their chairs, at their tables          

productively carry out their morning tasks. The Year 1 children proudly showed me their laminated Christian 

name cards, on which they had just practised writing their own name. All children were super excited and super 

ready to be in class with their peers and staff. Many thanks to all for helping to provide a settled start for all.   
 

 

 

 

 

Parents and Carers Communications 

 

 

 

 

 

As we commence the new academic year 2021/22, I would like to reassure and remind all of DFPA’s families 

that your children, your support and communications are central to our continued success. The children are  

always at the forefront of our minds.  

 

Please do contact DFPA’s office via email (office@downhamfeoffees.org) or by phone (01353 699325) if you 

need to speak to, or clarify anything with us, or with your child(ren)’s class teacher. 

All communications should go via the school office, please, to enable us to ascertain whether communications 

have been actioned, investigated, resolved, or whether a next step or subsequent action needs to take place, in 

order to resolve and respond accordingly. 
 

 

 

 

Steps: 

1. School office – phone and / or email; 

2. Class teacher; 

3. A member of the Senior Leadership Team; 

4. The Principal. 

We aim to resolve all as soon as possible, through steps 1 – 4.   
 

If, after following the above steps, you feel an item remains unresolved the Chair of the Academy Council (DFPA 

COAC) will be informed, to enable further investigation. 

 

 

East Cambridgeshire Youth 

Engagement Survey 
 

 

 

 

 

East Cambridgeshire District 

Council are seeking the opinions 

of young people aged between     

5-18 years across East Cambridgeshire. Please find 

below a link to a Youth Action Plan Consultation    

Survey: 
 

https://self.eastcambs.gov.uk//service/

Youth_Action_Plan_Consultation_Survey 
 

 

All responses must be received by 1st October 2021.  

Thank you. 

DFPA’s Upcoming Dates: 

 

September 2021 

 

Monday, 13th — Friday, 17th September 2021 

EYFS children commence, as per the information   

previously emailed.  

 

 

 

Tuesday, 14th September 2021 

Year Group Curriculum Presentations, Class Routines 

and Expectations Recorded presentation, to be      

uploaded to your child’s Teams account.   
 

Thursday, 16th September 2021:  

Ely College Roadshow for the Year 6 children and 

their parents/carers. 

mailto:office@downhamfeoffees.org
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fself.eastcambs.gov.uk%2Fservice%2FYouth_Action_Plan_Consultation_Survey&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cf44f38f27b4b489228d408d9711ec200%7Ce1d9b82998164c549d9cade2d8e3aa6e%7C0%7C0%7C637665199176959646%7CUnkn
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fself.eastcambs.gov.uk%2Fservice%2FYouth_Action_Plan_Consultation_Survey&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cf44f38f27b4b489228d408d9711ec200%7Ce1d9b82998164c549d9cade2d8e3aa6e%7C0%7C0%7C637665199176959646%7CUnkn
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Year 1 Delaunay Class: Topic 

Firstly, a huge well done to all Year 1 children who have settled in so well to the new academic year. It is a big 

change from reception (EYFS) but they have all shown maturity and resilience.  

This week, Delaunay class started their topic, ‘The Prehistoric Era’ with a scavenger hunt. Hidden in the school 

grounds were 5 dinosaurs. The children had to find the dinosaurs, match it to an image and find its name. Year 

1 practised their writing skills by copying the names of the dinosaurs. There was lots of excitement and a real 

sense of accomplishment once all five dinosaurs had been located. This scavenger hunt task also forms part of 

their EYFS/Year1 and Year 2 Bronze PLACE award. Well done Year 1! 

 

 

Year 3 Hockney Class: Class Artist and DFPA Character Strength 

Year 3 have had a fabulous first week of the autumn term 2021. The children 

have learnt all about their class artist, David Hockney, and enjoyed  recreating 

some of his famous portraits.  

Year 3 have also been thinking about one of DFPA’s Character Strengths, 

‘Responsibility’. They have been learning more about responsibility and            

understanding what our responsibilities are, both at school and at home.      

Hockney Class have really enjoyed seeing their DFPA peers at different times 

throughout each day and the week.  Well done everyone for settling in so well, 

keep it up! 
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After School Clubs at DFPA 
 

 

We are delighted to confirm that Active Play Education will be offering the following clubs  

from w/c 13th September 2021 (subject to total number of children enrolled in each club):  

 

 

 

 

        Forest School: Years 1 to 6       Football: Years 3 to 6 (KS2) 

          Friday afternoons from 3:20pm—4:50pm           Monday afternoons from 3:20pm—4:20pm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                  

The children are to be collected from DFPA’s main  entrance at the end of the session.   
 

For the clubs, the children may bring in a P.E/football kit and football boots (moulded studs only please,           

NO  metal studs), or trainers to change into, if it is not your child’s class P.E Day (Please ensure all items are 

clearly labelled with your child’s name and class). 
 

Please sign your child up via the Active Play Education website: https://www.activeplayeducation.co.uk  
 

DFPA Key Stage 2 Choir, with Sian Hornby 

Sian Hornby will be running a free lunchtime choir for Key Stage 2 (Years 3 to 6) on Mondays from the 13th       

September.  
 

 

 

 

Singing Lessons, Year 2 upwards, with Sian Hornby 

Sian Hornby will be offering individual singing lessons for children from Year 2 upwards, on Monday afternoons. 

Individual lessons will be £15 for 30 minutes, or £10 for 20 minutes and usually run for 10-12 weeks (depending 

on the length of the term). Lessons will be scheduled on a rolling timetable, so that the same class lessons are not 

missed on a weekly basis. 
 

Please email: office@downhamfeoffees.org to book a space in the choir. 

To register your child’s interest in singing lessons, please confirm your child’s name, class, length of lesson      

required, plus your contact name and email address.  
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Safeguarding, Safety & Welfare 

School Car Park  

For the safety of all, we should like to politely remind parents and carers that they should not drive in to the school car 

park, nor should the bus location be parked on.  Please park safely elsewhere. Access is required at all times to the school 

site, the entrance should not be blocked. Thank you. 
 

Medication 

The children should not have any form of medication in school. If a child does need medication, prescribed by a doctor, 

please contact the school office. 
 

Healthy Snacks 

A reminder to parents and carers providing a snack at break times. Please provide a healthy snack such as: fruit, vegetable 

sticks, oat bars, raisins, etc. Water only in water bottles. 
 

Perimeter Fence 

Children are reminded that they must stay two  metres away from the school perimeter  fencing. They should 

not speak to anyone on the other side of the fence, even if they know someone, in order to safeguard all at 

DFPA. By modelling this to all, we all help each other to stay safer.   

 

DFPA’s Curriculum 
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Class Treats for Birthdays 
 

 

Now that Covid-19 restrictions have been 

lifted, the children who are celebrating 

their birthday are welcome to bring in 

treats for their class peers to share. Treats must be   

individually wrapped items to allow staff to easily      

distribute them among the children and prevent     

spillages, sticky fingers, etc.  

NO ITEMS containing NUTS, in any form. Thank you. 

Attendance 12th July 2021 to  

10th September 2021 

Lates 

  Whole school target 

96% 

0 

Whole School 97.88% 0 

EYFS 100% 0 

Year 1 97.32%  

Year 2 97.14% 0 

Year 3 100% 0 

Year 4 99.62% 0 

Year 5 98.1% 0 

Year 6 94.87% 0 

CCC School Admissions Deadlines 

Is your child due to start Reception (EYFS)              

in September 2022? 
 

 

 

If your child was born between 1st September 2017 and 

31st August 2018, and you live in Cambridgeshire you need 

to  apply for Reception for September 2022. Please follow 

this link for information and to apply:  

Primary school admissions - September 2022 - Cambridge-

shire County Council   
 

Online application process opens on Friday, 10th             

September 2021. The deadline for applications is 15th   

January 2022, you will then get an offer for a place on 19th 

April 2022. 
 

 

 

 

Is your child due to transfer from Year 6 to        

Secondary School for September 2022? 
 

 

 

Online applications process opens on Friday, 10th           

September and closes 31st October 2021.  The deadline for 

secondary school applications is 31st October 2021. Please 

follow this link for information and to apply: Secondary 

school admissions - September 2022 - Cambridgeshire 

County Council  

 

                Watches 

As per DFPA’s uniform policy, children are 

permitted to wear a watch if they wish, so 

that they may learn to tell the time.  
 

 

Please note: FitBit fitness/activity trackers are not to 

be worn to school. Please refer to Pages 9 and 10 of 

your child’s DFPA Learning Log regarding Uniform 

Expectations. 

DFPA’s Weekly Awards 

DFPA Celebration Gatherings are held each Friday 

afternoon. All children are able to access the         

celebrations. The students and staff look forward to 

celebrating successes, progress and achievements, 

weekly. 

Reading: Noah, Chloe, Elias, Rosalie, Cally, Harrison. 

Writing:  Isabelle, Teddy, Scarlett, Chhaya, Poppy,  

Oscar. 

Maths:  Miller, Annabel, Caelan, Miles, Lorenzo, Gino. 

Science/Topic: Hannah, Lucas, Jaden, Karabella,     

William O, Jake. 

Handwriting: Tillie, Tessa, Bella, Oliwier, Arison, 

Franek. 

Character Strength: Aaron, Grace, Henry, Olly, Esme, 

Leah. 
 

Together we shall continue to work together, aim 

high and achieve more. Well done to all.   

https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/residents/children-and-families/schools-learning/apply-for-a-school-place/primary-reception-junior-or-middle-school
https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/residents/children-and-families/schools-learning/apply-for-a-school-place/primary-reception-junior-or-middle-school
https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/residents/children-and-families/schools-learning/apply-for-a-school-place/secondary-school
https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/residents/children-and-families/schools-learning/apply-for-a-school-place/secondary-school
https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/residents/children-and-families/schools-learning/apply-for-a-school-place/secondary-school

