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Autumn Term 2 

Welcome to the second half of the autumn term 2018.  We hope you all enjoyed a lovely half term       
holiday.   

With the change of the weather, if your child does walk to school wearing boots, please ensure they 
have a pair of school shoes in their school bag, so that they can change into them when they arrive to 
their classroom. Children should not wear boots in school.  Thank you.  

Year 5: Holt Hall Residential 
 

From Monday to Wednesday this week, Year 5 enjoyed a 

superb residential school visit at Holt Hall in North Norfolk. 

The children had opportunities to learn in environments 

totally different to school, and showed an amazing zest for 

life and thirst for new knowledge and experiences. 

Holt Hall is a wonderful Victorian manor house, set in over 8 

acres of ancient woodland and landscaped gardens, along 

with a lake teeming with animal and plant life. The children 

learnt map reading skills linked to orienteering, which      

culminated in the completion of an official yellow grade  

orienteering route. It was great to use a compass to help.  

Year 5 excitedly went to measure the flow, depth and width of the River 

Glaven at its source and its mouth. They even got to experience Cley Beach 

at its wildest! During their pond dipping activity in the lake, they learned 

about keys and classification and used powerful microscopes to look at 

their finds very closely. 

Year 5’s last activity was ‘survival skills in the forest’, where the children 

learned how to build and manage a fire safely; they cooked their own 

bread and fish on the embers. The children’s behaviour was exemplary, 

and staff at Holt Hall commented on how kind and supportive they were of 

each other during all the activities – something we at   Downham Feoffees 

Primary Academy already know and admire in our pupils – but 

it’s always lovely to see people from outside the school     

community notice it too. 

Year 5 felt extremely lucky to stay in such a magnificent 

setting, with wonderful food. Mrs. Stead’s favourite quote 

from the trip was: “Mrs Stead, I’m going to take this               

opportunity (to fully prepare a fish for eating)  because I don’t 

know if I’ll ever get to do it again. I see it as a great experience. 

It’s what learning is all about.” 



           EYFS: Ourselves 

This week in the Early Years Foundation Stage, the children completed their topic entitled ‘Ourselves’ by 

creating their own family trees. They thought about who was in their family and talked about what their 

role is within their family life. 

The children used their new phonics knowledge to begin writing key labels of ‘mum’ and ‘dad’.  

They were extremely proud of their achievements.  
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DFPA Macmillan Coffee Afternoon 

 
As previously advertised, 
we shall be holding a    
coffee afternoon in aid 
of Macmillan Cancer 
Support on Friday 9th 
November 2018, from 
2:00pm – 4:00pm.   

 
 

Thank you to all who have enquired regarding 
making/purchasing cakes, etc for us to sell. Budding 
bakers and/or savvy shoppers may bring their     
delicious delights to school by the morning of      
Friday 9th November. 
 
Proceeds from the sale of all items and all stalls will 
go directly to Macmillan Cancer  Support. 
 
Thank you in advance for your support.  

DFPA Harvest Festival Food Donations 

 

Thank you to all who kindly donated tins, packets, 
cans, etc in support of Ely Foodbank.   
 

All items were taken with us to our whole school 
Harvest Service held in St. Leonard’s Church this 
morning.  Thank you to Curate Matt for leading 
the service. 

 

 



Parent Newsletter 2nd November 2018 
Part of the CMAT family of Academies 

 

DFPA School Council 
 
 

The School Council are busy at present organising ideas and events in support of the BBC’s Children in 

Need 2018 appeal. 

They are also in the process of thinking about class names for each of our year groups.  This is a           

continuation of the great work commenced by the school council last year.  If you have any suggestions, 

please let a member of staff know, or one of the school council  representatives.   Thank you. 

FODA: Purchases for DFPA 
 

All at DFPA need to say a big thank you to FODA, for funding 6 

sets of K-Nex construction for an upcoming inter-school         

challenge. 

FODA kindly provided the sets, which will be used after the com-

petition for all sorts of whole school purposes and activities, such 

as: lunchtime clubs, wet playtimes, a resource for science topics 

(pulleys and forces spring to mind) and DT topics, etc. 

 

Class 5 will be taking part in a CMAT trust-wide competition to engineer an invention out of K-Nex. They 

will have a school heat first and then the winning team of four will present their invention at a final later 

in the year in front of  representative teams from all our CMAT primaries. It’ll be a great exercise in      

designing,   engineering and construction. 

Thank you FODA. 

EYFS: Phonics Workshop for Parents 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On Wednesday 31st October, early evening, the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) parents and carers 

had the opportunity to join in with their very own phonics lesson with Miss  Hildyard during the Phonics 

Workshop with Miss Hildyard and Miss Jaques. 

Miss Hildyard demonstrated how we teach the children to read at Downham Feoffees Primary Academy. 

The parents joined in with vigour and took home with them some resources to share with their  children.  

Thank you to all who were able to attend. 



Harvest Service at St. Leonard’s Church 
 

 

 

 

This morning, Friday 2nd November 2018, the 

whole school travelled across to St. Leonard’s 

Church in the village to celebrate Harvest.  

Thank you for all your generous food donations, 
the children proudly took these with us.  

All children and staff joined in with the service 

and they performed two Harvest songs, with   

gusto, which they having been practising during 

weekly singing assemblies with Miss Hildyard. 
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Safeguarding, Safety and 

Welfare  
 

Pabulum: School Meals 
 
 

Pabulum’s new primary school menus bring focus 
to health and well-being of our children. 

 
 

At the end of October 2018, Pabulum introduced a 
new range of primary school menus that further 
strengthen our focus on promoting the health and 
well-being of children, with the introduction of 
plant-based ingredients such as grains, seeds and 
pulses.  The school dinners are  both nutritious 
and delicious. 
 

 

 

BBC Children in Need 

 

 

We shall be holding lots of exciting events to raise funds for 

Children in Need this year.  
 

On Friday 16th November, the whole school will be invited to 

come to school dressed in spots or stripes for a donation of £1. 

 

The School Council are proud to announce that they will be holding a Blue Peter bring and buy sale in 

aid of Children in Need. It will be held after school on Friday 16th November in the covered area outside 

the Year 1 classroom. The School Council also have their thinking caps on for more exciting competitions 

to hold on the day. 

 

If you have any toys or books that you would like to donate, please could they be left in the box in      

reception by Wednesday 14th November.  All toys need to be complete and in playable condition for us 

to be able to sell them, thank you. 



Diary Dates 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

November 2018 

 

Friday 2nd November 

FODA Fireworks Night. Hall opens at 6pm 
 

 
 

Tuesday 6th November 
DFPA hosting CMAT’s First Primary Inter-school Spelling 
Bee Competition for Years 3, 4, 5 and 6.  
 

 

 

Friday 9th November 
2:00pm – 4:00pm  Macmillian Coffee Afternoon 
 

 

Tuesday 13th November 
9:30am—10:30am 
Open Morning for Parents/Carers re Prospective New 
Reception Intake 2019/2020 
 

 

Friday 16th November 
Children in Need Day 
 

 
 

Thursday 22nd November 
2:00pm—3:00pm 
Open Afternoon for Parents/Carers re Prospective New 
Reception Intake 2019/2020 
 
 

Wednesday 28th November 
2:40pm—3:10pm 
Year 5 Assembly for Parents/Carers, in the hall 

 

 
 
 

December 2018 
 
 

Wednesday 5th December  
2:40pm – 3:10pm 
Year 4 class assembly for Parents/Carers, in the hall 
 

Wednesday 12th December  
1:30pm - 2:15pm 
EYFS/KS1 Nativity for Parent/Carers, in the hall  
 

Thursday 13th December 
1:30pm - 2:15pm 
EYFS/KS1 Nativity for Parent/Carers, in the hall  
 

Tuesday 18th December 
2:00pm - 2:45pm 
KS2 Christmas Celebration for Parent/Carers  
 

Wednesday 19th December 
Last day of the Autumn Term 2018 

 
 
 

January 2019 
 
 

Wednesday 2nd January 
School Closed:  Staff training day 

 
 

Thursday 3rd January 
First day of the Spring Term 2019 
for the students 
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Attendance 30th October 2018 

- 2nd November 2018 

Lates 

  Whole school target 

96% 

 

Whole School 97% 5 

EYFS 96% 0 

Year 1 98% 0 

Year 2 98% 3 

Year 3 97% 0 

Year 4 97% 1 

Year 5 93% 0 

Year 6 100% 1 

Open Events re New Reception Intake 

2019/2020 

We are delighted to announce our first round of 
dates and times for tours of Downham Feoffees 
Primary Academy with regard to the new       
prospective Reception Intake 2019/2020. 
 

Tuesday 13th November 
9:30am – 10:30am 
Open Morning for Parents/Carers re              
Prospective New Reception Intake 2019/2020 
9:30am – 10:00am 
Introductions and presentation, in the hall, with 
refreshments.  
10:00am – 10:20am Tour of the school 
10:20am -10:30am Questions, in the hall 
 

Thursday 22nd November 
2:00pm – 3:00pm 
Open Afternoon for Parents/Carers re           
Prospective New Reception Intake 2019/2020 
2:00pm – 2:30pm 
Introductions and presentation, in the hall, with 
refreshments.  
2:30pm – 2:50pm Tour of the school 
2:50pm -3:00pm Questions, in the hall  
 

Further dates will be announced soon for  Spring 
Term 2019 tours. 


