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                     Year 3: Talk for Writing 

 

During the training day before half term, the Downham Feoffees 

teachers and teaching assistants participated in training for Talk 

for Writing.  We were joined by 30 colleagues from across the 

Cambridgeshire Meridian Academies Trust (CMAT) primary 

schools, plus two colleagues from a local school. 

 
 

Talk for Writing, developed by Pie Corbett, is powerful tool for 

teaching English because it is based on the principles of how chil-

dren learn. Talk for Writing is powerful because it enables children 

to imitate the language they need for a particular topic orally be-

fore reading and analysing it and then writing their own version. 
For further information, please see: http://www.talk4writing.co.uk/about/  

 

Talk for Writing works in three parts: imitate, innovate and invent. 
 

Over the last two weeks, Year 3 have put this into practice and 

have had some great fun as well as productive learning using Talk 

for Writing to learn about and produce instructions.  

 

In the imitate sessions, Year 3 learnt the instructions for ‘How to 

Build a Stone Age Spear’, this helped them to recognise features 

of instructional texts and build confidence to write instructions. 

They then moved on to the innovate sessions, where the children 

used the same framework but were able to change aspects of the 

instructions. In pairs, they created instructions for ‘How to Make a Sandwich’, ‘How to Ice a Cake’ and 

many more. The children were very creative.  

 

 

Year 3 are now completing the invent sessions, during which the 

children are using the stimulus of the novel ‘Iron Man’ by British 

Poet Laureate Ted Hughes. Miss Pullar gave the children the 

heading ‘How to Build an Iron Man’. Using their knowledge of in-

structions (that they have covered over the past two weeks), the 

children are putting together their planning maps using pictures 

and creating actions ready for their independent write this week.   

 

Miss Pullar and Year 3 look forward to sharing examples of their instructions together.                          

Well done Year 3 — great expression, enthusiasm and eagerness to learn.   
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Safeguarding, Safety and Welfare  
 

Online safety 

Following last week’s article about online safety, please see further advice and information below from 

The ICT Service, Education: 
 

Assessing the risks and opportunities: 

 Where are the online devices which you own? What can they do? Can your child get online in his /   

       her bedroom? 

 Have you enabled any parental settings on devices / the internet as it comes into the house? 

 Disable or cover webcams to avoid accidental sharing of images and talk to your child about the  

       risks of sharing images. 

 Be clear about what your child is actually doing online?  Beware of this changing over time without  

       you really realising. 
 

Explore what your child is doing online, and where they go and who they can talk to. 
 

Where to go for help, advice and more  information: 
 

NSPCC Online Safety: 

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/preventing-abuse/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/ 
 

 

 

NSPCC NetAware: https://www.net-aware.org.uk/ 
 

Switched on Families (Virgin Media): http://keepup.virginmedia.com/switchedonfamilies 
 

Internet Matters.org (for help with controls and filters): http://www.internetmatters.org/ 
 

ThinkUKnow: https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/ 
 

BBC Own it: https://www.bbc.com/ownit 

 
Remember: 

 Children’s use of technology presents both opportunities and risks which parents are constantly 
trying to balance. 

 There’s no such thing as risk free – have you minimised the risks to your child to a level you are 
comfortable with?  

 Make conscious decisions about Content, Contact and Conduct risks online. 

 Take an active interest in your child’s online activity.  Get them to show you – make it clear from 
the beginning that you’re interested and would like to be involved. 

 

Remember NSPCC’s TEAM message – Talk, Explore, Agree, Manage. 
  

 

Craig Thompson 
Elearning Adviser (Primary) 
The ICT Service, Education 

 

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/preventing-abuse/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/
https://www.net-aware.org.uk/
http://keepup.virginmedia.com/switchedonfamilies
http://matters.org/
http://www.internetmatters.org/
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/
https://www.bbc.com/ownit
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Community Spirit CMAT Inter-school Event 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On Wednesday this week, our school took part in 

the CMAT inter-school primary K-Nex             

championship at Bar Hill Primary Academy.  

A few weeks ago, we had a first round heat in our 

Year 5 class, where the children had to work in 

teams to create a set structure. The most           

successful team of four from the heat went to the 

final this week.  

The final involved children from four CMAT        

Primary schools. The brief was to build a bridge 

that had the longest span possible, that was high, 

and that would support the weight of a tin of 

beans.  

A team of four Year 5 children competed for DFPA, 

they came up with a marvellous  design. It had a 

59cm span and although it wasn’t the highest 

bridge built, it was remarkably stable - supporting 

the beans easily. Their teamwork, focus and       

resilience was admirable; they found ways of     

improving their bridge when they faced             

difficulties. They fought stiff competition and     

finished in second place. We are always proud of 

our children and especially so when they           

represent our school with super manners and 

good      sportsmanship.   

 

 

 

 

Fitness Friday 

We are proud to announce that we have further 

invested in    Fitness Friday with the whole school 

(staff and children) congregating  together for a 

collective PE session in the aim to walk and / or jog 

a mile around the school playground.  
 

We had our first session last week. The children 

really enjoyed the opportunity to exercise within a 

range of year groups, as we were organised in our 

school houses.  
 

We shall be joining in 

every Friday afternoon 

for this event. Please 

ensure that your child 

has    trainers in school, 

thank you.    



Parent Newsletter 23rd November 2018 
Part of the CMAT family of Academies 

Children in Need  

The school council 
played an active role in 
the fundraising for     
Children in Need last 
week. They initially    
discussed a range of  
ideas to raise extra 
funds in addition to the 

spots and stripes themed non-uniform day. They 
asked for a bring and buy sale, raffle, drawing 
competition and cover the Pudsey.  

In total, the funds raised from these ideas reached 
the fantastic total of:    
 
 

 
We had some very 
happy children   
buying items from 
our sale and         

receiving their winnings 
from their activities. The 
raffle's first prize was a   
Children in Need cake, 
baked and donated by Mrs 
Badcock. Runners up each 
received four cupcakes,   
donated by Mrs Bennett.  

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

The drawing competition 
had lots of entries. The     
winner from Key Stage 1 
won a     
Sequin 
Art Set 

and the winner from Key 
Stage 2 won ‘Awful Auntie’ by 
David Walliams. Well done to 
everyone who took part. 

Open the Book 

On Monday 19th November, the children in       

Reception, Year 1 and Year 2  welcomed ‘Open the 

Book’, our regular visitors from Little Downham 

who join us for an assembly.   Their re-enactments 

signify a moral and can be applied to many areas 

of our  daily lives.   

Here is what one of our Year 2 children would like 

to share about the story: 

There was a man called Moses who led poor    

people in the desert. They found manna, quail and 

water. Moses was always kind and helpful, he 

found a list of rules called the Ten                      

Commandments.  

 

Being kind, caring and helpful links with our school 

values and character strengths.  We should always 

display these characteristics, no matter where we 

are or who we are with. 

 

 

 

 
 

Christmas Productions 
 

We look forward to welcoming parents / carers 
and family members to the upcoming Christmas 
Productions.   

Please see the Diary Dates section on the back 
page of this newsletter and the calendar dates on 
the Downham Feoffees Primary Academy website 
(.org).  Thank you. 

£122.53  



Diary Dates 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

November 2018 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Thursday 22nd November 
2:00pm—3:00pm 
Open Afternoon for Parents/Carers re Prospective New 
Reception Intake 2019/2020 
 

 

 
 

Wednesday 28th November 
2:40pm—3:10pm 
Year 5 Assembly for Parents/Carers, in the hall 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

December 2018 
 
 

Monday 3rd December 
Year 6 trip to Ely Museum, Ely 
 

Wednesday 5th December  
2:40pm – 3:10pm 
Year 4 class assembly for Parents/Carers, in the hall 
 

Wednesday 12th December 
Year 3 trip to Flag Fen,  Peterborough 
 

Wednesday 12th December  
1:30pm - 2:15pm 
EYFS/KS1 Nativity for Parent/Carers, in the hall  
 

Thursday 13th December 
1:30pm - 2:15pm 
EYFS/KS1 Nativity for Parent/Carers, in the hall  
 

Tuesday 18th December 
2:00pm - 2:45pm 
KS2 Christmas Celebration for Parent/Carers  
 

Wednesday 19th December 
Last day of the Autumn Term 2018 

 
 
 
 

January 2019 
 
 

Wednesday 2nd January 
School Closed:  Staff training day 

 
 

Thursday 3rd January 
First day of the Spring Term 2019 
for the students 
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Attendance 19th November 2018 

- 23rd November 2018 

Lates 

  Whole school target 

96% 

 

Whole School 94.38% 9 

EYFS 95.29% 0 

Year 1 96.13% 0 

Year 2 96.52% 1 

Year 3 95.83% 1 

Year 4 97.41% 3 

Year 5 90.33% 1 

Year 6 89.13% 3 

Open Events re New Reception Intake 

2019/2020 

Thank you to all who were able to join us for our 
second open event, held on Thursday 22nd     
November, for Parents/Carers regarding the 
Prospective New Reception Intake 2019/2020.   
 

Spring term tour dates are now available: 
 

Open Events for Parents/Carers re  Prospective 
New Reception Intake 2019/2020 
 

Wednesday 9th January 2019 
9:30am – 10:30am 
9:30am – 10:00am Introductions and         
presentation, with refreshments.  
10:00am – 10:20am Tour of the school. 
10:20am -10:30am Questions and contacts. 
 
 

Monday 14th January 2018 
2:00pm – 3:00pm 
2:00pm – 2:30pm Introductions and           
presentation, with refreshments.  
2:30pm – 2:50pm Tour of the school. 
2:50pm -3:00pm Questions and contacts. 
 
 

Thursday 31st January 2018 
2:00pm – 3:00pm 
Timings as above. 

 

 

 
 

 

We look forward to welcoming you. 


