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1  Introduction 
 
1.1  Homework is anything children do outside the normal school day that contributes to their 

learning, in response to guidance from the school. Homework encompasses a whole variety 
of activities instigated by teachers and parents/carers to support the children's learning. For 
example, parents or carers who spend time reading stories to their children before bedtime 
are helping with homework. This is especially effective when carried out by male role 
models. 

 
2  Rationale for homework 
 
2.1  At Downham Feoffees we are committed to building strong links between home and school 

especially where languages spoken may be different. We hope that homework will help to 
form a dialogue between teachers, parents and their children about what they are learning 
in class and help to build their depth of understanding. Although the government does not 
require that schools set homework we believe that it is an important part of a child’s 
education in developing independent learning skills and have the opportunity to expand on 
their depth of understanding and stretch their learning during school hours.  

 
2.2  Whilst homework plays a positive role in developing children’s academic and wider skills we 

also believe there should be a good balance of academic and other activities that the 
children engage with outside of school, such as sports and arts clubs and other activities to 
develop their wider skills and experiences and we encourage parents to balance homework 
effectively with these. 

  
3  Aims and objectives 
 
3.1  The aims and objectives of homework are: 

• to consolidate and reinforce the learning done in school, and to allow children to 
practice skills taught in lessons; 

• to help pupils develop the skills of an independent learner; 
• to promote cooperation between home and school in supporting each child's learning; 
• to enable pupils to make maximum progress in their academic and social development; 
• to enable all aspects of the curriculum to be covered in depth; 
• to provide educational experiences not possible in school; 
• to help children develop good work habits for the future. 
• To help children demonstrate and develop their preference in how they wish to learn. 

 
3.2  It is the aim of this guidance to: 

• Ensure that all teachers are aware of the expectations of homework at Downham 
Feoffees Primary Academy  

• Provide a consistent approach to homework  
• Ensure that the approach to homework is effective in supporting and extending 

children’s learning and understanding in school 
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4  Types of homework 
 
4.1  Staff and pupils regard homework as part of the curriculum – it is  

planned and prepared alongside all other programmes of learning. 
4.2 We set a variety of homework activities dependent on the age and stage of the children.  
 

In the Foundation Stage: 
• We give children books to take home and read with their parents or carers.  

 
In Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2  

• We expect children to read at home daily to or with parents and carers or 
independently. 

• We ask children to learn spellings and mathematical tables as part of their 
homework. 

• The children use learning journals in which they are set weekly open ended 
challenges to develop and support their learning in a variety of ways. Occasionally 
these may be supported by work on the internet for example mathletics or My 
maths. For children who are unable to access the internet homework club offers 
provision for them to do this. 

• Teachers should set homework weekly using a learning journal from year 2. The 
journal is a large blank book in which the children are asked to consolidate and 
show their understanding of their learning over the week or prepare for the 
following week’s learning. Homework challenges should start with the phrase ‘I can 
show my understanding of….’ or similar. Challenges should be set for maths, English 
and either science or topic. 

• Homework will be sent on a Friday, to be returned to the class teacher the following 
Tuesday. 

 
In addition to the work in the journal children in all classes are expected to  

• read and complete their learning log reading record at least weekly (from 
foundation) 

• learn the spellings set by the teacher (from year 1) 
• practice and learn their times tables (from year 2) 
• In year 6 children are provided with specific revision packs to scaffold and extend 

their learning and consolidate the basics they have learnt at primary school. 
 
4.3 Effort in homework is recognised through marking and rewarded in housepoints, praise and 

celebration with other children. If there are any issues arising from work done they will be 
followed up. 

 
5  Amount of Homework 
 
5.1 Homework is set in line with national guidelines. 

Years 1 and 2: 60 minutes per week 
Years 3 and 4: 90 minutes per week 
Years 5 and 6: 30 minutes per day               

 
5.2 Parents are welcome to comment in the learning journal or in the reading diary. 
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6  Inclusion and homework 
 
6.1  We set homework for all children as a normal part of school life. We ensure that all tasks set 

are appropriate to the ability of the child, and we endeavour to adapt any task set so that all 
children can contribute in a positive way. Learning journals are by their nature differentiated. 
When setting homework to pupils who are named on the register of special needs, we refer 
to those pupils' Individual Education Plans (IEPs). We value and celebrate the cultural 
diversity of our pupils and their families, and we appreciate the enrichment that this brings. 

 
7 The role of teachers 

 
It is the role of teachers to: 

• Set homework weekly in line with this guidance and the learning journal 
methodology, using I can show my understanding of statements 

• Set homework which consolidates and extends work that has been done in class 
• Encourage children to complete their homework by sharing good examples and 

giving out housepoints for all completed  with extras for very good efforts 
• Encourage children to think outside the box when completing their homework 
• Follow up uncompleted homework through discussions with children and parents 

and ultimately support through homework club 
 

8 The role of parents and carers 
 
8.1  Parents and carers have a vital role to play in their child's education, and homework is an 

important part of this process. We ask parents and cares to: 

 In Foundation stage and years 1 and 2, to read with their child daily and complete the 
learning log comments box 

 Encourage their child to complete the homework tasks that are set in line with their 
signed home school agreement 

 Help their children as and when they feel it to be necessary 

 Discussing the work that their child is doing with them 

 Provide them with a reasonably quiet and suitable place to do their homework in 

 Enabling their child to visit the library or use the internet as appropriate 

 Encourage and praise their child when homework has been completed 

 Talk to the school if there are any problems with homework set, by speaking to the class 
teacher. 

  
 
9  Use of ICT 
 
9.1  The use of ICT and the Internet has made a significant contribution to the amount of 

reference material available at home, and the ease and speed with which it can be accessed. 
However, our teachers expect their pupils to produce their own work, perhaps by editing 
something they have found, or by expressing it in their own words. The children are not 
achieving anything worthwhile by merely downloading and printing out something that has 
been written by somebody else. 

 
9.2  There are many websites containing highly educational material which can have a powerful 

effect on children's learning. Our school website provides links to some sites which will best 
support the children's learning. Teachers may also provide specific links for the children to 
follow up. Parents or carers are advised always to supervise their child's access to the 
Internet. 

 
9.3  The school provides home access to some of its educational websites. This ensures that 

children are using age-appropriate software in their work at home.  
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10  The role of the Academy Councillors  
 
 It is the role of the Academy Councillors to: 

 Be aware of the homework guidance 

 Be aware of how all children are enabled to access it 

 Be aware of how it impacts on learning and progress in the school through visits and 
reports on learning and progress in Academy Council meetings. 
 

11. Monitoring and review 
 
11.1  This guidance will be reviewed by leaders and staff every three years or as appropriate. 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 


